INTRO:
Laughter – Getting laughed at skiing in California.  I laughed out of unbelief!
TRANS:
This is a story filled with laughter…even different types of laughter

OT: 

1.  Nothing is impossible for God!
17:1-6 Abraham falls on his face while God explains His covenant



17:15-19 Abraham falls on his face while God explains Sarah is the mother



17:20-21 Only Isaac will do as the son of the covenant (take a miracle birth)




Abraham is 100, Sarah is 90!



3 men come to visit to announce the birth of the son of the covenant



READ: 18:6-15 – Food, Prophecy, Laughter, Impossible?, Denail
ILL:  

Justin and Amanda in California – everything changes with birth of a son!

NT: 

Luke 1:37 Mary’s amazement.  Is anything impossible for God?



Genesis 21:6-7 – Sarah laughs in faithful joy.



John 8:52 – Abraham looked forward to My day and rejoiced

APP: 

2.  Live for the joy of Christ even if it brings laughter.
Are you someone who laughs at the things of God?

I know of a young teenager in a Christian home who laughs during fam devos



Are you someone who struggles with laughter?



You laugh at the wrong things?




You don’t laugh at all?



Are you someone who’s greatest fear is people laughing at you?  Alter your faith?




They will laugh



Live for Christ even if it means getting laughed at.  



Even if it means humorous humiliation – live whole-heartedly for Jesus!



One simple challenge for the Month of March…Pray in front of others…




Bring your Bible to school and read it in public once a day…




Find a Christian friend once a day at school and pray with them…




Talk to an unbelieving friend once a day and put Christ in conversation




Share the gospel more with non-Christian friends…




Invite your non-Christian friends to church more…

INTRO:
Video of train-bridge operator sacrificing his son for the people on the train?
OT:  

22:1-2  “your son, your only son, whom you love”  as a burnt offering



22:9-14 Isaac asks where lamb is, God will provide, Abraham willing to kill




Do you understand the contradiction here?  Killing the heir/son of promise




Why would Abraham be willing to do this?  




He believed God.  He really believed God even if it meant the impossible!




Hebrews 11:17 – 19.  Abraham believed that God would even raise Isaac



It is said that Mt. Moriah is the location for both the temple and for Calvary

ILL:  

Believing something so strongly that you think through diff possibilities 

NT:

Romans 8:32 – God will give blessings of promise!
APP: 

What does this mean?  That God will do anything for us?  




It means God will give us greater things than imaginable from His promise

We don’t talk enough about the resurrection.  We live for Christ now because we believe in the resurrection!  If Jesus didn’t raise from the dead, we are to be pitied more than all men.  If we believe in the resurrection, we will be willing to be laughed at for Christ.  We live for Him now knowing we will live with Him later!

