INTRO:  
Veggie Tale Introduction – Absence of suffering and story
TRANS:  
Christianity today talks more about how to not suffer than how to grow from it.

OT: 

The story of Joseph’s life from suffering to glory (Genesis 45:4-9)

1. God is sovereign over all our suffering!

NT:
The story of Jesus’ life from suffering to glory.


This is also the story of our life.  We will rule!  We will inherit a kingdom!

ARG:

Philippians 3 and fellowshipping with Christ’s suffering and resurrection



The church is the fullness of Christ

ILL:

My story of suffering at HHBC to glory here…Pastor Zach.
APP:

Some of you are going through suffering right now, for nothing you’ve done.


Some of you are suffering by being persecuted for your faith.



Some of you are dodging suffering for Jesus so u experience shallow relationship


Some of you are going to suffering later on in your life, and u need to be prepared



Some of you won’t suffer at all, you’ll have a comfortable life, but boring.

God is in control.  He is using your suffering to accomplish His will and to glorify Jesus in your life and the life of others.  



2. Find pleasure in a deep relationship with Christ in your suffering! (Phil 3)
Suffering is normal.  Don’t look for it, just live with it.  



Monthly Challenge:  Participate with the church every Sun am, pm, Wed pm
· Joseph just like Christ – sold to another nation for 20 pieces of silver (37:28)
· Potiphar is the officer of Pharaoh, the captain of the guard (37:36)

· God was with Joseph, very successful, found favor with Potiphar, made overseer of his house and in charge of everything he owned.  God blessed Potiphar for Joseph’s sake.  Isn’t this a picture of Jesus having the favor of God and being put in charge of everything He owns?  We are blessed for Jesus’ sake. (39:2-4)

· Joes is put in prison, and the keeper of the prison trusts his charge.  God continues His favor on Joseph (39:22ff)
· Cup bearer commits offense.  Baker commits offense.  Joseph was placed over them. (40)
· Joseph interprets dreams

· Joseph wanted them to remember him since he had been unjustly imprisoned

· Cupbearer forgot Joseph, left in prison for two years

· Joseph interprets Pharaoh’s dreams and saves Egypt

· Joseph gives glory to God for dream interpretation

· If you find yourself in extreme situations, God has not given up on you.  He is accomplishing His will through you!

· Pharaoh gives all of Egypt to Joseph (Gen 41:37-45)
· All the earth came to Egypt to Joseph to buy grain because the famine was severe over all the earth (41:57)

I heard a professor once tell his favorite Veggie Tales show.  
Designed to teach about Christian suffering.

Gruesome garlic demon named Bell-Z-Bulb

Ginsu warriors

Nero Ceasar Salad

Destroy the veggies

Larry Cucumber – pickled for the sake of Christ

Bob Tomato – splattered against the wall, just seeds and ketchup

We just don’t want to disturb children
Bible collection of moral truths rather than the gospel story

