SKIN, SOIL, AND THE SAVIOR:  GRASPING THE PHYSICALITY OF ETERNAL HOPE 

AND IT’S IMPLICATIONS ON THE 21st CENTURY YOUTH MINISTRY

Introduction

“The last thing we do is the first thing we think about.”
  Youth pastors all over the nation are begged by their students to do the very same thing that all of the parents and youth leaders beg them not to do – all-nighters!  All-nighters take so much preliminary work and adult support, but the event is anticipated in the lives of the teenagers for the entire year.  The youth pastor must first decide to have the all-nighter, what kind of event it will be, and the purpose of the all-nighter.  With those three aspects in mind, only then can the youth pastor begin working on the details of the all-nighter.  A miniature golf course has never called a youth pastor to open its establishment in the wee hours of the morning, nor have hard-working parents begged him to let them stay up all-night and supervise teenagers.  The vision of the end result always comes first and then the details are added later.  
In the same way, God thought first of eternity before He created.  “God envisioned the final party – the wedding supper of the Lamb (Rev 19-22) – and then ‘thought up’ creation.  The whole of our human existence makes sense in light of the eschaton, the end.”
  If eternity is the “first thought” of God, then how important should understanding eternity be in the life of believers?  Paul is very clear that understanding eternity is directly equivalent to perseverance.

Paul encourages believers, “For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us” (Rom 8:18).  A Christian will only endure suffering parallel with the level in which he hopes for eternity.  Further, a Christian will only hope in eternity to the extent in which he understands the aspects of eternity.  Therefore, a Christian’s perseverance through suffering on earth for Christ is directly related to his hope in eternity with Christ.  His hope hinges upon his knowledge concerning the glory of eternity.  Through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, Paul is encouraging churches to persevere in suffering because the vast trauma experienced on earth for Christ’s sake will not even “hold a candle” to the glory to be revealed when being with Christ forever.  Hope in Christ is the key to life!  

  When speaking of eternity throughout this paper, it should be clarified that eternity is meant by the glorified time and state after the 2nd coming of Christ, after the millennium, and after the ultimate judgment of the cosmos by its Judge, Jesus Christ.  The two purposes of this paper are the explanation of the physicality of eternal hope and its implications on the twenty-first century youth ministry.  
The primary purpose of this paper is to explain the importance of understanding the physicality of the eternal hope.  Unfortunately, many believers are not longing for eternity, and they do not understand the glory to be revealed as being more intense than the sufferings in this life.  This is because people do not naturally connect with hopes that are immaterial but hopes that are material in nature.  For example, popular evangelical preaching is focused on spiritual “heaven,” and has moved away from the physical, eternal hope which pervades the Scriptures throughout the Old and New Testament.  Therefore, understanding the physicality of eschatological hope will give Christians a clearer picture of what and Who they are to be hoping in for biblical living.

The secondary purpose of this paper is to apply its topics of the physicality of eternal hope to the twenty-first century youth ministry.  Because God’s primary thought is the glory of His Son for all eternity, the purpose of the twenty-first century youth ministry should have the same focus.  Throughout the canon of Scripture from the Old to the New Testament, the call to perseverance stems from the coming hope of the fullness of Christ’s Kingdom.  The twenty-first century youth ministry’s purpose should ultimately be to point teenagers to the Lordship of Christ.  Youth pastors should do this through the Scriptures by focusing on discipling teens through preaching, teaching, accountability, mentoring, and training for ministry.  Teenagers will automatically hope in something whether it is popularity on this earth or life with the physical Christ on the next.  A teenager’s hope will always dictate the way in which he lives!


As the twenty-first century local church continues to designate specific age groups and social statuses (young parents, children, senior citizens) for Sunday school classes, discipleship training sessions, Wednesday night activities, etc, the teenagers of the church should also be set apart for age-specific ministry.  The danger of youth ministry is when teenagers replace their need for the entire body of the church with only participating in the youth ministry.  The primary focus of the spiritual life of the teenager is neither the youth ministry nor their personal devotions, but it is the fellowship with the entire local church body.  This is because the church is the fullness of Christ (Eph 1:23).
Survey of Two Opposing Positions

The two positions surveyed in this next section stand as polar opposites from each other.  The Mormon position holds to a very physical view of eternity which is very attractive as people can resonate with physical aspects such as planets, ruling, and people.  (Since only the eschatological doctrine of Mormonism is surveyed and not the entire belief system, it should be noted that Mormonism is heretical.)  The Baptist view of eternity is not a portrayal of Baptist scholarship but of many Baptist church members who fill the pew every week with a “spiritual” view of eternity.
The Physical Hope for a Mormon’s Eternity

The Mormon religion has a very physical hope in its doctrine of eternity.  “Mormons believe in the bodily resurrection of all men and in salvation in a three-fold heaven.”
  The bodily resurrection is an important doctrine of the Mormon faith.  The Mormons can see their lives as truly eternal since they in their own bodies will be resurrected from the dead for all eternity.  The Mormon’s faithfulness on earth will dictate which heaven he goes to for eternity.  For the people who lived their lives without a Mormon faith in Jesus whatsoever and also for those who lived by the sinful system of the world, they will go to the telestial kingdom – the lowest level of heaven.  The second level of heaven is called the terrestrial kingdom.  This middle kingdom is filled with Mormon with mediocre faith, faithful followers of other religions, and those who rejected Jesus in some way.

“The highest or celestial heaven is itself divided into three levels.  Only in this highest level is godhood or the possession of a kingdom for one’s self and one’s family to be gained.  [I]n the end, each who becomes a God will rule and populate a separate planet of his own.”
  The eternal hope for the Mormon is tangible and therefore can be understood as what to look forward to.  What about those who place their faith in this physical hope for eternity?

Coke Newell, a convert to the LDS church in his late teens, lays out why a drug culture vegetarian would find the LDS church compelling. In so doing, he glories in the ancient mysteries of Mormon cosmology and eschatology: from a God and a Goddess who produce offspring to a future in which deified humans rule a vast cosmos. Newell makes clear that he isn't simply convinced by Smith's claims; he is convinced because he loves the picture of reality they portray.

As Newell did, is it common for many to convert to the Mormon religion?  Dr. Chad Brand teaches, “For every one Mormon who converts to become a Baptist, thirty nine Baptists become Mormon!”
  Because of Mormonism’s physical hope in a literal ruling of a person’s own planet with their family, these converts decide that any religious life of obedience and suffering is worth living for if such an eternity is awaiting them.  

It is disturbing that Mormon doctrine is closer to the physical Biblical picture of eternity than the doctrine of many Baptists.  As Mormons hope in a resurrection of the body and to rule over one’s personal planet for eternity, the Mormon doctrine seems to be playing off of Biblical truths that the prophets and apostles proclaimed for thousands of years.  Could it be that Satan has formed Mormon theology with this exciting hope of ruling because he knows that God has placed it even within creation itself to groan for man to regain his rightful rule (Rom 8:19-21)?  No one knows the specific mind of Satan, but it certainly seems possible.
The Heavenly Hope for a Baptist’s Eternity 

The statistic of thirty nine Baptists converting to Mormonism for every one Mormon converting to be a Baptist is distressing!  One major reason why Baptists are converting to become Mormon lies within the over spiritualized eschatology of pop-Baptist doctrine.  The eschatological hope of the Baptist is usually heaven.  Dr. Wayne Grudem admits, “Christians often talk about living with God ‘in heaven’ forever.”
  
Baptist pastors will triumphantly roll into pulpits preaching on the future home of heaven, but statistics say that the tenure of Baptist pastors is very short.  The most consistent source of Baptist doctrine is the hymnal used weekly no matter who or where the pastor is.  The Baptist Hymnal speaks of the fulfillment of eternity in heavenly terms.  A few Baptist hymns speaking on heaven read as follows.  “Oh when I get to heaven [I’m] going to sing and shout.”
  “The hill of Zion yields a thousand sacred sweets before we reach the heavenly fields or walk the golden streets.”
  “Onward to the prize before us; soon His beauty we’ll behold; soon the pearly gates will open; we shall tread the streets of gold.  When we all get heaven, what a day of rejoicing that will be!  When we all see Jesus, we’ll sing and shout the victory.”

By no means are Baptist beliefs or Baptist hymns totally wrong when it comes to the doctrine of eschatology.  Many Baptists and their hymns speak of spending eternity with Christ, the absence sin for all eternity, and worshipping before the throne of God.  The Baptist hymn writers are also right regarding most saved Baptists going to heaven when they die.  But not all Baptists will get to experience heaven.  
Dr. Russell Moore teaches, “So often what we do with eternity is to think of it as spiritual.  We normally mean spiritual things.  But in the Scriptures, heaven is never the goal.  Heaven exists as an intermediate state.”  Since heaven is the intermediate state between the earth and the eternal state, there will be believers who never reach heaven because they have experienced the second coming of Christ.  

Dr. Richard Mouw admits to his readers concerning his past understanding of eternity, 

If you were to ask me during [my childhood] to describe what heaven would be like – “really like” – I suspect that I would not have used [physical] imagery in my response.  I would have been much more inclined to talk about a “spiritual” realm to which a bodiless soul goes in order to be with God.  And I suspect that what was true of me then is still the case for many Christians today.

Why are so many Christians fixated on heaven as the permanent home for all eternity?  They are thinking this way out of great intentions because they know “[h]eaven is, first and foremost, the presence of God.”
  Christian believers in Jesus Christ long to be with Him and the Father for eternity, therefore they automatically long for heaven.

What does it mean for heaven to be the intermediate state?  Heaven right now does exist as the intermediate state therefore it is not our final hope for eternity.  The dead in Christ are with Him right now in heaven where He is specifically present (2 Cor 5:9).  

Dr. Culver has three propositions that are especially helpful on understanding how heaven is the intermediate state.  
Both Old and New Testaments represent the state of mankind after death to be a disembodied state.  Both Testaments of Scripture teach that the intermediate state for the believer is one of conscious blessedness.  The condition of the righteous dead in their present, disembodied, intermediate state, while not one of complete blessedness, is nevertheless ‘far better’ than that of living saints.
  
Therefore, the Baptist beliefs are correct in hoping for heaven, but heaven itself is only the intermediate state to which the soul goes after being disconnected from the body at death.  The eternal state is the ultimate hope for those in Christ as the soul and body unite back together as its rightful union.  
This separation is very abnormal as God has created human beings to be an eternal union of both soul and body.  As Dr. Moore teaches, “Heaven is great, but it’s not the end of the world.”
  This pun emphasizes the fact that the believers hope should not ultimately be for heaven but for the eternal and physical Kingdom of God as He will create the new heavens and earth as a restoration of original cosmos.  The Baptist must understand from Scripture that the spiritual hope of heaven does not compare to the glory to be revealed in the physical new heavens and earth.  Isaiah declares that God will create new heavens and a new earth (Isa 65:17).
Implications on 21st Century Youth Ministry


The twenty-first century youth ministry is full of teenagers who lack hope for eternity.  Honest teenagers will admit that they would rather God postpone eternity so that they could first get married, have children, get their first car, or become a professional of some kind.  They are secretly dreading the coming of Christ.  These teenagers are not resonating with the thoughts of heaven because “heaven” looks nothing like their life on earth.  Youth pastors must paint the picture of eternity in a proper, physical way in order for teenagers to grasp onto this historical hope that has gripped Christians for thousands of years.  
The Physical Hope for the Eternity of God’s People


The physical hope for eternity is essential for God’s people in order for them to have a historically biblical faith which God inspired the prophets and apostles to proclaim for millennia.  This paper should by no means discount the spirituality within the eternal hope of God’s people, yet it is to help God’s people understand the importance of the physicality of the eternal state to come.  
The Inseparability of the Physical and Spiritual Hope for Eternity 

As the people of God hope in eternity, they must realize that the spirituality and physicality of eternity are inseparable (Rev 21-22).  It must be understood that genuine spirituality will always manifest itself physically.  To be “spiritual” is appropriately defined as “pertaining to the divine Spirit.”
  To be spiritual then is not necessarily immaterial or ghostly.  Spirituality is simply something or someone that is controlled or used by the Holy Spirit for God.  Simpler put, to be spiritual is to be pointed toward God.
Christians do not have a problem with understanding eternity as spiritual, but the problem arises when they see eternity as mostly spiritual without understanding its physicality.  A purely spiritual hope in eternity makes less sense to a human than attempting to describe Disney World to a child living in a third world country.  Humans do not resonate with aspects on a purely immaterial level.  Immaterial aspects are unfamiliar and therefore foreign to them.  
Christians often draw too much distinction between spiritual and physical.  When anything physical is defined as evil and anything spiritual is defined as good – that is an historical heresy called Gnosticism.  “Gnosticism says that everything physical is bad and everything spiritual is good.  Therefore all of physical realm is bad but the heavenly realm is good.  The New Testament rejects Gnosticism on every page!”
  
The danger of Gnosticism is not only that it leads to heresy, but it also results in severe sin.  “Gnosticism says that my body is irrelevant but my soul is of importance.  Sin resides in the body therefore only the body sins.  One can then say that he was not drunk, but his body was.  He was not having sex with a prostitute, but his body was.”
  Gnosticism ultimately leads to disbelieving in the physical humanity of Christ as being good or even necessary.  Also, Gnosticism leads to putting a heavier weight on spirituality rather than physicality which results in a weak and passive type of faith that is more concerned with the “heart” than with life itself.
Christians should not think of eternity as either spiritual or physical but as both spiritual and physical.  Eternity is spiritual since everything and everyone on the new earth will be used by the Holy Spirit.  What then is the Holy Spirit’s role?  The Scriptures are clear that the Holy Spirit’s primary role boils down to bringing glory to Christ (John 14-16).  That is why the Holy Spirit is also referred to as the “Spirit of Christ” (Rom 8:9, 1 Peter 1:11).  The Holy Spirit is not only present in eternity, but He fulfills the sustaining role of God for all eternity as He is the life-giving “river” Who flows from the throne and the altar (Eze 47, Rev 22:1-2).  Eternity is perfectly spiritual in that the Holy Spirit sustains everything for the King, Jesus Christ, and the exalted Christ brings glory to the Father (Phil 2:11).  
Christians struggle to understand and hope in eternity because they do not view it in the physical way as the Scriptures do.  To be physical is not to be evil!  God originally created the cosmos as a physical universe and pronounced it all as good (Gen 1:31).  Adam and Eve were humans with physical bodies whom God pronounced as good (Gen 1:31).  Jesus Christ dwelt on this earth in physical flesh and He was yet without sin (John 1:14, Heb 4:15).  To be human is not to be sinful, but for now, to be human is to be cursed with sin.  In eternity, humanity will not equal sinfulness, but our humanity will bring glory to God which is the reason for its creation.   Therefore, eternity will be fully physical and spiritual, and that will bring glory to God.  
 It is true that the cosmos fell under the curse of Satan as he stole Adam’s right to dominion much like a conquering ruler exerting dominion over his captive nation.  Christians easily deduce all physical matter to be evil because it is under the curse.  This is what makes the hope for eternity so grand!  The entire cosmos is waiting for God to reverse the curse and restore creation back to its rightful ruling King, Jesus Christ (Rom 8:18-25).  The people of God should eagerly hope in the physicality of eternity in which they will be ruling with Christ forever!
Implications for a 21st Century Youth Ministry.  Teenagers desperately long for a genuine faith in God that will not merely change their Sunday morning or Wednesday evening “worship”, but one that will make sense of their worldview.  The students of the twenty-first century youth ministry need to be able to put their spirituality to work in physical ways.  At the least, a youth ministry should have one service a month planned for the purpose of teens ministering in some active way.  Possibilities include evangelism, serving a family of the church, a needed project around the church, church building maintenance, servant-evangelism, or bringing a children’s class into the youth room in order to minister to them.  No matter what the ministry might be, teenagers must be challenged and given the opportunity to put their spirituality to work in very physical ways.  They must see and be challenged on the faith that works (James 2:17-18).
The Physicality of Jesus Christ


God’s purpose for creating the cosmos is Jesus Christ rightfully ruling over it for all eternity.  Therefore, understanding the physicality of Jesus Christ is the most important aspect when seeking to understand the physicality of eternal hope.  As Christians are called by God to set their hope on eternity, their hope must be founded more in the Person of eternity rather than place of eternity.  Scripture indicates that God wants Christians to understand their physical destination of hope, but Christ Himself is always their preeminent hope (Phil 3:8-11)!  Therefore, Jesus Christ must be trusted and realized as the physical Savior and Lord, not only over all humanity, but also over all the cosmos.



The Physical Requirement of Christ’s Humanity.  Christians will never properly see their eternal hope as physical if they do not see their eternal King, Jesus Christ, as a physical human.  The Gnostics denied the literal and physical humanity of Christ because of their rejection of the goodness of anything material.  Dr. Moore teaches, “Gnosticism believed that Jesus is God but Jesus could not be a human being [in their eyes] because matter is evil and sinful.  The Gnostics could not understand how God could exist with blood, guts, puss, etc.”
  The Gnostics believed in the divinity of Jesus but not the humanity of Jesus.  To deny the necessary humanity of Jesus Christ is damnable therefore Gnosticism is heresy (John 1:14)!  
Christians must affirm and defend both the deity and humanity of Christ.  The Apostle John was very clear in his first epistle regarding the humanity of Christ because the recipient church was being infiltrated by Gnosticism.  Therefore, John wrote of Christ’s humanity,
That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we looked upon and have touched with our hands, concerning the word of life – the life was made manifest, and we have seen it, and testify to it and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and was made manifest to us – that which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. (1 Jn 1:1-3)
In his gospel, John also recorded Christ’s words concerning His deity in order to oppose the false teaching of the Pharisees. “Jesus said to them, ‘Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I am’” (Jn 8:58).  “Jesus said to him, ‘Have I been with you so long, and you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father’” (John 14:9).  “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God” (John 1:1).  As the apostle John walked with, talked with, and witnessed Christ’s resurrection, he can proclaim that Christ is both fully God and fully man!
Christ is both fully God and man.  Therefore Christians must affirm that He is both specifically present at the right hand of the Father in His physical body, and also that He is everywhere at all times as He is the omnipresent God.  Therefore, the humanity of Christ is just as much an essential doctrine as is His deity because He is the penal substitutionary atonement, the second-Adam reversing the curse, our human head, and our High Priest who is interceding for believers before the Father.  If Jesus ceases to be human then all humanity is damned to hell and left without an acceptable sacrifice to a Holy God (Heb 2:17, Heb 4:14-15).  

The Physical Resurrection of Christ.  The physical resurrection of Christ in His human body is also an essential doctrine to the Christian faith.  To proclaim the physical humanity of Christ is not to deny His divine omnipresence.  As the apostles were about to watch Jesus ascend into the clouds while still in His resurrected-human body, Jesus assured them, “And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age” (Matt 28:20).  
Christ’s resurrected body is a physical, human body.  Even though He was standing before them in His physical flesh, He could still truthfully say that He would always be with them.  The Christian hope is not that humans are resurrected into celestial bodies that have no resemblance to their human-earthly bodies, but that Christ has literally conquered death.  Since Christ conquered death, Christians will live immortally in their new human bodies which are spiritual – meaning toward God (1 Cor 15). It is essential for a Christian to believe that Christ was resurrected in His physical-human body in which He is still embodied at the right hand of the Father (Acts 2:33).  

The Physical Return of Christ.  Will Christ physically return to the earth for all eternity, or will Christ rapture His church into heaven to be with Him for all eternity?  The apostle Paul prophesies under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, 

For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first.  Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord.  (1 Thess 4:16-17)
Paul discussed the “coming of the Lord” (1 Thess 4:15) and continued on to discuss His return to the earth (1 Thess 5:2).  Paul’s teaching was congruent to the Old Testament prophecy of “the day of the Lord” (Joel 2).  He is clear that the second coming of Christ will be no secret.  Cries, archangel voices, and trumpet blasts are not imagery to depict a whispered invitation to “Shhh! Come hither.”  The return of Christ to the earth will be physical, visible, and terrifying for those who are not prepared for Him (2 Thess 5:3).  


The second coming of Christ is not depicted in Scripture as a secret rapture but as a triumphant return to the earth of which He is the rightful ruler.  The word, arpadzo, in question is translated as “caught up” (1 Thess 4:17).  This is the word where dispensationalists get their belief of the “rapture.”  Arpadzo is technically defined as “to grab or seize suddenly so as to remove or gain control, to snatch [or] take away in such a way that no resistance is offered.”
  New Testament and Greek scholar, Dr. Tom Schreiner illustrates, “This word that is used here is often used in Greek literature for going out to meet a dignitary and escorting him back into the city.  You go out to meet and come back in with him.”


The physical return of Christ paints an amazing picture.  God’s ultimate purpose for all things is that they be under the subjection of Jesus Christ so that He can be Head over all things (Eph 1:10).  As God put all things under the feet of Christ, He also gave Christ to the church body as her Head (Eph 1:22).  The church is waiting in eager expectation for its King to reclaim His Kingdom from Satan, the ruler of this world (Rom 8, John 16:11).  Concerning Christ’s return, Ladd writes, “the emphasis is altogether on the coming of Christ as the Conqueror” (Rev 19:11-16).
  When Christ does return, the dead in Christ and alive in Christ will be “caught up in the clouds with Him” just as a city who is awaiting their conquering king to return from war would go out of their city to meet him.  Just as that city would then triumphantly usher their warrior-king back into the city, the church too will usher her Warrior-King, Jesus Christ (conqueror of Satan, sin, and death), back into His rightful Kingdom – the earth.  Therefore, Christ’s return – His second coming – will be very physical.

There are no explicit statements in the entirety of Scripture as to the arpadzo occurring before the Great Tribulation.  In fact, the arguments of Jesus and Paul both suggest that the church should be prepared to persevere in suffering during the Great Tribulation (Matt 24, 1 Thess 2).  Therefore, the physical return of Christ and the arpadzo of the church will occur directly after the consummation of the Great Tribulation and will usher in the millennium (Rev 19-20).  This view is known as historical premillennialism and the post-tribulational rapture.

The Physical Rule of Christ in the Millennium.  What is the meaning of the millennium?  “The millennium is a time in which Jesus is ruling with his people over all creation such as those who are coming out of the great tribulation.  This is a physical manifestation of the authoritative rule of Jesus over His enemies.”
  

This “time between the times” is most specifically spoken of in Revelation 20:1-6, but this is not the only place in Scripture mentioning the millennium.  The Psalmist, David, also writes, “The LORD says to my Lord: ‘Sit at my right hand, until I make your enemies your footstool.’  The LORD sends forth from Zion your mighty scepter. Rule in the midst of your enemies!” (Psalm 110:1-3).  Speaking of a time in which Christ physically rules over His enemies, David also writes,
I will tell of the decree: The LORD said to me, "You are my Son; today I have begotten you.  Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage, and the ends of the earth your possession.  You shall break them with a rod of iron and dash them in pieces like a potter's vessel."  Now therefore, O kings, be wise; be warned, O rulers of the earth. Serve the LORD with fear, and rejoice with trembling.  Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and you perish in the way, for his wrath is quickly kindled. Blessed are all who take refuge in him. (Psalm 2:7-12)
David is writing about a time that Jesus Christ, the Son of God, will physically rule over His enemies and with His church while on earth.  This cannot be a picture of the eternal state since sinful enemies are present, and there is no sin in the new creation.  Therefore, this must be a picture of “a time between the times” – the millennium.

Since only the church will last through the Great Tribulation, then where do the enemies of Christ come from for Him to rule over during the millennium (Rev 19-20)?  “The unconverted people of the millennium come from the children of those original saints who are marrying and procreating.”
  Why are the enemies of Christ significant in the millennium?  

During the time of the millennium, Satan will be bound so that he cannot deceive any of the living (Rev 20:1-3).  “Things get better and better on earth during the millennium as Jesus has returned and He is physically ruling there.”
  When the millennium has reached its end, Satan is loosed from the abyss to return to the earth and lead a rebellion against Christ and those ruling with Him (Rev 20:7-10).  As Dr. Moore describes, “Satan and his army mount a rebellion.  It doesn’t last long.  That is when Jesus inaugurates full consummation in which righteousness dwells.”
  The focus of the millennium is not on the details or timeline, but on Jesus Christ as He physically rules with His church over His enemies on the earth.  He is ruling authoritatively such as David points out that He rules with a rod of iron (Psalm 2:9).  

The Physical Reign of Christ for All Eternity.  In Genesis, God put all things under the feet of and in subjection to Adam who was to have dominion over all the earth.  Therefore from the beginning, it has been God’s intention to rule over His cosmos through a human head.  Adam failed to rule properly as he gave over his right to rule by subjecting himself to Satan.  This is much like a king giving over his right to rule over his nation by surrendering to another foreign king who has defeated him and gaining dominion over that nation.  

It is often asked why God created humanity while He fully knew man’s rebellion to come.  The answer is that God had a greater good in mind.  “God put all things under Adam’s feet for rule and dominion so that He could ultimately put all things under the feet of Christ.”
  Why then did God not put all things under Christ in the first place?  
If someone grows up in the beautiful state of Hawaii with the Pacific Ocean beaches as their backyard, they would think it is beautiful, but it would be very common to them.  On the other hand, if you place a long time resident of inner-city Detroit in a Hawaiian beach house for a week, they will appreciate the state’s beauty far more because they have seen Detroit in comparison.  Therefore, humans would not be able to fully understand the immeasurable attributes of God such as His grace, love, mercy, justice, wrath, holiness, power, etc unless they have sin to compare it to.  God’s ultimate purpose for creating the cosmos was to bring the most glory to Himself by exalting His Son as the head over all creation (Rom 8:29, Eph 1:10, 22).  God ruling the redeemed cosmos through His human-representative, Christ, is far better than Adam ruling the never-fallen cosmos as God’s human representative.  

Where does Scripture speak of Christ being the ruler of the Kingdom for all eternity? Luke 1:32-33 foretells the reign of Christ, “He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end."  Daniel prophesied the everlasting reign of Christ over His Kingdom, 

“I saw in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven there came one like a son of man, and he came to the Ancient of Days and was presented before him.  And to him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve him; his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom one that shall not be destroyed. 

Revelation 11:15 speaks of Christ’s eternal reign, ‘The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ; and He will reign forever and ever.’” 

Jesus Christ will physically and bodily reign over the cosmos for all eternity as King.  As the entire Old Testament points to Christ (Luke 24:24-27) and the focus of the New Testament is Jesus Christ, it is clear that the purpose of the Father is to bring glory to Himself by all things being subjected to His Son (Ps 8:6).  God’s purpose for creating, for the cross, for the incarnation, for the crucifixion, and for the future consummation of all time is that His Son would receive the rightful inheritance of the cosmos and reign over it as its King (Eph 1:11).

Implications for the 21st Century Youth Ministry.  There is nothing wrong with a youth ministry being an attractive ministry for teenagers in which to participate.  A bare and boring youth ministry does not ensure spirituality.  In fact, youth pastors should do the best job they possibly can to have an edgy youth room that teens will flock to, passionate music that teens will look forward to, events so exciting that teens will naturally desire to bring their friends, sermons so engaging that the teenagers are challenged at every youth service, and lessons so deep that teenagers naturally grasp onto truth because of the sense it makes out of all of life.  

These are all great aspects to have within a youth ministry that are designed to attract and keep students interested.  But if these aspects have become the focus and the hope of the youth pastor to build his youth ministry, then he is ministering with the wrong focus.  The primary purpose of the youth pastor is to bring glory to Christ through worship and discipleship.  For example, the Father’s ultimate pleasure and glory is a church submitting their lives to Christ and sincerely proclaiming His Lordship in their everyday speech (Phil 2:11).  


God’s eternal purpose, that which He planned before creating the world, is that human beings would be conformed into the image of Christ (Rom 8:29).  From the point of conception, human beings are under the lordship of Adam and follow in his sinful rebellion towards God (Rom 5:12).  The purpose of salvation, sanctification, and glorification is that human beings are renewed into the image of Christ who is the exact image of God (Col 3:10, Heb 1:3, 1 Jn 3:2).  Since the Lordship and Kingship of Jesus Christ is God’s focus for the cosmos, then youth pastors must change their sermons from merely moral principles, alter their lessons from simple tips on Christian living, tweak their discipleship sessions, and remodel their counseling to focus the student on being a disciple of Jesus Christ rather than merely “spiritually growing.”  That is the youth ministry who is fulfilling the Scriptures!
The Physicality of Eternal Hope in the Testaments

God has chosen to reveal Himself by speaking to His prophets and apostles who point people to Christ (Heb 1:1, Eph 2:20).  What do the Old and New Testaments have to say concerning the physical hope of eternity?  Do the Old and New Testaments contain similar passages of the physical hope of eternity while speaking to different audiences?  Is Christ as much the central point of the Old Testament as He is in the New Testament?
The Physicality of Eternal Hope in the Old Testament.  Dr Russell Moore teaches,  “In the Old Testament, eschatology is always Messianic.  Messiah means ‘Anointed One.’  Eternity is centered on a human!  The biblical storyline isn’t just about God redeeming or defeating His enemies, but God doing these things through a human being, a Mediator.”
  As noted before, God originally created Adam as sovereign king over the earth so that Jesus Christ could be the second-Adam.  Therefore, He would reign as the human head for all eternity so that God’s divine attributes would be understood by His people.  

From the very beginning, the Old Testament is focused on the one Man who would come to reverse the curse of the serpent, ruler of the world through sin and death, by crushing his head.  Moses, the poets, and prophets are all personally hoping for the coming Messiah to physically restore the Kingdom of God.  The Old Testament hope for eternity is fixated on the Jesus Christ as He is to physically reign over the cosmos.

The Old Testament hope for eternity is also fixed on a restoration of the physical cosmos.  Isaiah prophesies that God’s plan will not be thwarted by allowing Satan to conquer His intent with earth by transferring everything to heaven for eternity.  Rather God will create new heavens and a new earth (Isa 65:17-18).  God originally created the entire cosmos and proclaimed it as being pleasing to Him (Gen 1:31).  It is evident in the first century that the Jews were interpreting the Old Testament in such a way that God would establish His Kingdom on the earth through His Messiah.  The Jews were right (Acts 1:6)!  God will restore the cosmos to its rightful human ruler.  That man is Jesus Christ, and He will properly rule as the perfect image of God like Adam was supposed to.  God will then see His cosmos as glorious rather than only good.
The Physicality of Eternal Hope in the New Testament.  The New Testament hope (along with the Old Testament hope) is ultimately grounded in the Kingdom of God ruled by Christ.  The Kingdom of God is spoken of in the New Testament as an “already/not yet” Kingdom.  The Kingdom of God is “already” present on earth in a partial sense.  Matthew records, “From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand’” (Matt 4:17). Did Jesus mean that the Kingdom of God would come soon or that the Kingdom of God is actually near to them?  He was saying that they were standing next to the Kingdom!
Jesus again speaking on the Kingdom of God in Luke speaks directly of the Kingdom in terms of Himself.  “But if I cast out demons by the finger of God, then the Kingdom of God has come upon you” (Luke 11:20).  The Kingdom of God is already present and specifically within the church since Christ has come to earth, resurrected from the dead, and positioned as the Head of the church which is His fullness (Eph 1:22-23).  Therefore, the Kingdom of God is physically present in terms of God ruling over the church through Christ.

There is also an aspect to which the Kingdom has “not yet” been fully established.  When the Kingdom is fully established, everything will not only be under the feet of Christ but also will obey His rule.  “‘[Y]ou have crowned him with glory and honor, putting everything in subjection under his feet.’ Now in putting everything in subjection to him, he left nothing outside his control. At present, we do not yet see everything in subjection to him” (Heb 2:7-8).  


The New Testament hope in eternity is very physical as it proclaims the physical Christ, ruling over the Kingdom of God, which will ultimately be filled in eternity with Kingdom citizens in physical-human bodies.  These will not only serve Christ but will also rule and reign with Him forever (Rev 21-22).  

The Implications of the Old and New Testament Hope on 21st Century Youth Ministry.  As the purpose of the twenty-first century youth ministry is to disciple teenagers into the image of Christ, youth pastors must do this through the Scriptures.  Jesus was very clear in His prayer to the Father, “Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth” (Jn 17:17).  The lives of teenagers within the church will only be cleansed by Christ “by the washing of water with the Word” (Eph 5:24).  

The New Testament church must find its identification in Christ as Old Testament Israel finds its identification with Christ (Gal 4).  God’s focus of His people is not separation or spiritualization, but it is union with Christ Jesus!  Therefore, youth ministries need to spend time in both the Old and New Testaments since both point to Christ. Again, God’s purpose for the Scriptures is to conform us into the image of Christ through obedience (Col 3:10).  


Expositional preaching from both the Old and the New Testaments is essential to Christ-like growth in youth ministry.  The expositional style will allow the youth ministry to think in terms of the thought flow of the author.  Theological teaching is also essential.  Teaching biblical theology will allow students to see the big picture of God’s purposes in Christ and the importance to live in a way that pleases Christ (Phil 3).  As the youth pastor spends time teaching theology to students, the students will also comprehend more from his sermons which will allow him to go deeper.  This will train up men and women as stronger leaders for the church!


Personal accountability and mentoring are also crucial so that there is personal attention for growth in each student as they are submitting themselves to the Lordship of Christ and repenting of sin.  Opportunities for the students to do ministry within the church, in the community, for families, etc must also be given so that the students can work out their salvation as they are growing in the knowledge and in the image of Christ (Phil 2:12).  
The Physicality of the Eternal Kingdom

The eternal kingdom is the new creation in which Christ will rule for all eternity.  Paul writes, “Then comes the end, when [Christ] delivers the kingdom to God the Father after destroying every rule and every authority and power” (1 Cor 15:24).  Some use this Scripture to say that the Father, not Christ, will rule as King for all eternity.  Moore notes more accurately,
[T]he Davidic reign of Christ need not terminate at the end of the Millennium, ushering in the ‘age of the Father’s glory,’ … Instead, the Father’s glory and the Father’s sovereignty are reflected in the eschaton precisely through the eternal nature of the reign of the Son, whom the Father, after all, has chosen to rule as His appointed human vice-regent.

Therefore, it is biblical to say that Christ will deliver the Kingdom to the Father, and Christ will remain as King through whom God rules the restored cosmos.  This Kingdom of Christ is portrayed in many physical ways within the Scriptures: its creation, city, citizens, and culture. 


The Physical Creation of Eternity.  Eternity must be thought of biblically, and the Bible teaches that it is a restoration of the original cosmos (Rom 8).  This is a wonderful and powerful plan of God in that His original creative purposes have not been thwarted but magnified even greater!  In Isaiah’s vision, God gives him a vision to communicate to His people so that they do not lose hope because of their present sufferings.  Isaiah sees that God will create new heavens and a new earth – a whole new cosmos (Isa 65:17).  


John sees a very similar vision as he records, “Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more” (Rev 21:1).  As he is communicating this vision that God gives to him, he totally agrees with Isaiah that eternal life will be spent on the renewed earth.  


This “creating new heavens and a new earth” by Isaiah and John should not be looked at as God completely destroying the first cosmos but God restoring it.  In his second epistle, Peter is talking about the coming judgment and renewal of the cosmos.  He describes it in as a similarity to the Genesis flood (2 Pet 3:6).  Peter continues on to describe the fiery event - “But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on it will be exposed” (2 Pet 3:10).  Then Peter gives his readers hope for this cataclysmic event, “waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be set on fire and dissolved, and the heavenly bodies will melt as they burn!  But according to his promise we are waiting for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells” (2 Pet 3:12-13).  


Peter is seeing the end of the millennium as a judgment of the entire cosmos under fire.  This fire will not completely destroy the cosmos, but it will purge everything wicked that is not found in Christ.  The fire is burning the curse out of the cosmos so that the “promise we are waiting for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells” can come about (2 Peter 3:13).  It is interesting to note how people do not long for eternity because they would rather their lives continue on earth a little longer.  Could that be because God has created us to long for the earth for which He has eternally created us?  This earth will be restored!

The Physical City of Eternity.  Both Isaiah and John wrote about a city that seems to be the central location of the new earth.  John records, 

And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.  And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God” (Rev 21:2-3).
John is envisioning a literal city that will be established on the new earth.  He specifically sees people swarming in the city as a metropolis.  He records, “[The Angel] spoke to me, saying, ‘Come, I will show you the Bride, the wife of the Lamb.’  And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great, high mountain, and showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God” (Rev 21:9-10).  


Isaiah speaks of the same city nearly 700 years before John.  As John does, Isaiah relates the city to the people, “The sons of those who afflicted you shall come bending low to you, and all who despised you shall bow down at your feet; they shall call you the City of the LORD, the Zion of the Holy One of Israel” (Isa 60:14).  Without going into great detail or speculation, within the new earth there will be a physical city that is swarming with the people of God.  


The Physical Citizens of Eternity.  As the people of God swarm the city of the New Jerusalem on the eternal new earth, the question must be asked, “What are these people like?”  As noted before, Jesus was physically resurrected and must remain human for our salvation.  Also at our resurrection, we will be given physical-human bodies that are renewed.  In his famous chapter on resurrection, Paul writes, “So is it with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable; what is raised is imperishable.  It is sown in dishonor; it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness; it is raised in power.  It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body” (1 Cor 15:42-44).  Paul is saying that just as we are “new creatures” spiritually, in the same way we will be new creatures physically (2 Cor 5:17, 1 Cor 15).  

It is certain that the believer’s resurrection body will be a physical-human body.  Also, there is no reason from Scripture to think that the body will look any differently from the first way that God created it.  Of course all of the effects of the curse will be cast out of the body since it is a “spiritual one” – meaning towards God.  The citizens of the Kingdom will be able to see each other with the eyes of Christ without prejudice, racism, slander, lust, favoritism, etc.  John foretells, [B]ut we know that when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is” (1 Jn 3:2).  God’s people will finally see each other as humans in the image of God (Gen 1:26) and humans who are wonderfully and beautifully made (Ps 139:14).


The citizens of the Kingdom will also be rulers along with Christ.  Paul encourages Timothy, “[I]f we endure, we will also reign with him” (2 Tim 2:12).  John prophesies, “[A]nd they will reign forever and ever” (Rev 22:5).  Paul even scolds the Corinthians for their over-realized eschatology by thinking they were already ruling (1 Cor 4:8).  The Scriptures are clear that the citizens of the Kingdom will rule and reign with Christ, but what will they be ruling and reigning over?  The Scriptures are not clear whether it be the animals as Adam did (Gen 1:26-28), the angels, or each other in different roles.  Believers will have to wait and find out.

The Physical Culture of Eternity.  Cultural life is an inevitable aspect of living on the earth and with each other, but it is rarely thought of to be present in the new creation.  God gave Isaiah a vision that specifically speaks of the culture that a Christian can look forward to on the new earth (Isa 60).  Richard Mouw writes, “[Isaiah 60] mentions very concrete cultural entities, and it does so in the context of describing the “end time” in which God will bring sinful history to a close and will usher in the glorious “day of the Lord.”
  Therefore, Isaiah’s vision is a picture of the cultural caravan entering into the new creation.  


Isaiah envisions the choicest animals, treasures of commerce, the mightiest of transportation – all being brought into the city by the kings of the nations (Isa 60:3-9).  “In fact, contents of the City will be more akin to our present cultural patters than in usually acknowledged in discussions of the afterlife.”
  It is unmistakable that each aspect of culture coming into the City of the Lord has the glory and praise of the Lord linked to it.  Isaiah’s prophecy is affirming truths such as, “The earth is the LORD's and the fullness thereof, the world and those who dwell therein” (Ps 24:1).  As God is restoring and renewing the cosmos as a Kingdom to be ruled by His Son, He is proclaiming that every good and every service will fully be used for the glory and praise of His Son!  These goods and services have been used by mankind for millennia in purposes of greed, pride, and all other evils.  In the new creation, they will be used for Christ’s glory, the praise of His Father, and the good of all mankind!

This prophesy that God gave to Isaiah is not only found in the Old Testament, but God also gave a very similar vision to John.  John records, 

By its light will the nations walk, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it, and its gates will never be shut by day- and there will be no night there.  They will bring into it the glory and the honor of the nations.  But nothing unclean will ever enter it, nor anyone who does what is detestable or false, but only those who are written in the Lamb's book of life. (Rev 21:24-27)

The question begged to be answered is, what aspects of culture will be brought into the city by these kings and nations?  Will it be camels and ships or trucks and cargo planes?  It would most likely depend on the cultural and technological advancement of the nations at the time of this glorious entrance into the city after the millennium.  The cultural and technological advancements could be far greater than the twenty-first century has ever dreamed, but the point to be made is that everything brought into the city will be used for the glory of God as the curse has been reversed in all the cosmos and Jesus Christ will rightfully rule for all eternity.

Isaiah 65 is another vision recorded that sheds light on the culture of the new creation.  Isaiah again relates the modern culture of his readers to the new creation.  His prophecy speaks of cultural aspects such as building houses and inhabiting them never to be taken away (65:21-22).  Isaiah talks about them working, enjoying the fruit of their labor, and their labor never being in vain (65:21-23).   Working in the new creation does not contradict the eternal Sabbath rest (Heb 4:9-10).  God instituted working as a part of culture all the way back in the garden before the curse.  Therefore, God views work as good (Gen 2:15).   
God has placed the desire in all of mankind to work because man is made in God’s image.  Families are ready to go back to work after vacations, men get bored during retirement, and students are ready to go back to school after a long summer.  The work that is in the new creation is a work that man has never experienced since the garden.  It is a work unaffected by the curse.  This is a wonderful picture of Genesis’ curse of the ground being reversed (Gen 3:17-19)!  
Lastly, Isaiah says that no one will seek to hurt or destroy another in the new creation (65:25).  Imagine a culture that is working together without the motivation of manipulating or gaining the upper-hand over each other!  Business, commerce, art, technology, etc will be used and developed for the good of all mankind and the glory of God in the new creation.  Eternity will not be a never-ending choir practice, but a real earth and culture centered on Christ’s rule.

The final cultural aspect of the new creation is politics.  Even the word “politics” can rub a person wrong because of the sin and deceit entrapped in the office, but God views political authority as good (Rom 13).  In fact, it should be noted that God will not wipe out the existence of authority in the new creation.  As there is even authority in the Trinity, God has created mankind in His image to reflect Him (1 Cor 11:3).  In the new creation, there is mention of kings, ruling, and positional roles that cannot be merely overlooked (Isa 60:3, Rev 22:5, Matt 20:1-16).  Whatever rebellion and ill-will there is toward political authority, it is ultimately because of the original curse which came by way of rebelling against the authority of God (Gen 3).  
 The Implications of the Physicality of the Eternal Kingdom on 21st Century Youth Ministry.  Youth pastors must disciple their teenagers to live for Christ in view of a physical hope for eternity.  The Scriptures speak of the new creation in very tangible and visible terms, and teenagers long to grasp it!  When discipling teenagers in view of the physical creation, city, citizens, and culture, youth pastors should encourage teenagers to live their lives in view of how they would act and respond in eternity.  You might say, “In eternity, as glorified saints you will not gossip about each other, so why do it now?  As glorified saints you won’t lust after one another, so don’t do it now!  In eternity, you will worship Christ with everything you have, so do it now!”  This physical hope of eternity gives great meaning to the earthly life today.
As a youth pastor reflects on the coming eternal culture that is filled with glorified work, he must ask himself what it has to do with today.  There is a temptation in youth ministry to disciple teenagers toward full-time ministry.  When this is the case, there is disappointment in those teens who are not called to attend college for full-time ministerial study.  God does not see vocational work as only a means of evangelism but also as a means to influence and use the culture in such a way that brings glory to Christ.  Therefore, God raising up Christian teachers, engineers, contractors, and musicians is a taste of the cultural life in the new creation.  Youth pastors must encourage teenagers to seek God in prayer and to develop their skills and abilities in order to understand God’s calling on their life.  

Conclusion

There is a physicality of eternity that must be grasped along with its spirituality.  As Paul encourages the believers to continue to endure their horrific suffering on earth for Christ, he doesn’t merely tell them to close their eyes tightly and think happy thoughts.  Paul specifically explains that the glorious eternity to be revealed is a restored cosmos inhabited by the children of God (Rom 8).  This chapter by Paul is completely centered on Christ as He is the Man who God has preordained to reverse the curse, be humanity’s focus of restoration back into the image of God, and rightfully rule over the new creation.  The physical hope of eternity must be focused on Christ!

Youth pastors must encourage their teenagers weekly of the hope they have in eternity.  No fear of disease, guilt, or shame can effectively con a teenager into living for Christ.  Using the Scriptures in a Christ-centered manner will bring the hope of eternity to life, and by obeying them the lives of teenagers will be changed as they put their hope in the victorious Warrior-King of the cosmos, Jesus Christ.  
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