Intro:  
In my house.  Ashamed.  Embarrassed.  Disqualified.  Unopened Nintendo Wii

Original Nintendo did not have a saving system.  Leave it on all the time.


Reset button – Friend you wanted to tick off, When you messed up severely


This is exactly what God is doing in Genesis 6.  He was sorry He had made man.


God pressed reset on creation by flooding the earth and saving Noah.


Read Genesis 9:1-7.  This is similar language to Adam in Genesis 1.


In 1 Peter 3, God says that this corresponds to baptism.  But how?

Need:
We need to understand more than what baptism is not.

Thank God I get to pastor in a church with pastors like Zach and Brandon who appreciate baptism.

But there are many churches out there that don’t take baptisms seriously.

They jokingly slosh into the tank.  Make a couple of jokes.  Talk about what its not.  Nothing special about the water.  Baptism doesn’t save.  Don’t even know why we’re doing this…Jesus just told you to.  Baptism is far more than that.  

Bible:
Look at 1 Peter 3:18-22.  Peter says that the event with Noah corresponds to baptism.  

1. Baptism is HISTORICAL.  

What is going on with Noah?  God judges the world with water, saves His own.


Jesus said Noah is about His second coming, not about daycares, etc.

Evan Almighty.  The Shack.

What is going on with the Israelites?  God judges His enemies, saves His own.


The OT is way more than little moral stories.  The OT is the gospel unfold

What do these have in common?  Going under God’s judgment and saved thru water.

What is going on with Jordan River?  God does the same things as a sign.

Jesus comes onto the scene with John the Baptist.  John balks.  Jesus fulfills.

Jesus is retracing the steps of the Israelites, fulfilling OT, baptized in Jordan River

Jesus commands the church with authority to go into nations, baptize, and teach.

We take baptism very seriously as a church because the historical church always has!  Not just Capshaw, and not just Baptists, but Christians all throughout New Testament have seen the honor of connecting with historical saints.  

I love being around guys here in the church like Wayne Henderson.  He knows the history of this church, this area, etc.  I want to keep the heritage of Capshaw alive – a Christ-honoring church that defends the truth of Scripture.  

2. Baptism is THEOLOGICAL.
Theologically, baptism is a physical picture of the foundation of our faith: Gospel

The death of Christ for our sins and the resurrection of Christ for our lives

What happened to Jesus?  Jesus took the penalty of our sins that we deserved, He died in our place, and He raised from the dead.  Baptism is for those who believe the gospel.  

Paul says that there is only 1 baptism!

Is this verse saying that baptism saves someone?  Absolutely not!

Can someone be saved and not be baptized?

Can someone be re-baptized?

How old do you have to be to be baptized?

What if I was baptized before I was saved?

What if I didn’t know all of this when I was baptized?

Can a pastor stop me from being baptized?  Yes!

Can my baptism be private?  It is the church who is to baptize!

3. Baptism is PERSONAL.

Have you been baptized?  I’m not even talking about water yet.
Have you been baptized in the blood of Jesus Christ?

Have you been baptized in the Spirit of God?

Do you have a clear conscience before God through Jesus’ resurrection?

Have you repented and believed and continue to do so because it is real?

Now, since then, is your baptism in order?  Have you been baptized after saved?

Why wouldn’t you?  

Sir, do you feel ashamed to stand up in front of everyone and admit you don’t have it all together yet?  That’s what the gospel is!

Maam, are you embarrassed to get wet and all messed up in front of everyone?  That’s what the gospel is!

Child, are you afraid to be up in front before others because its just scary?  That’s what the gospel is?

Are you someone who is scared who is scared of water?  That is what the gospel
Are you someone who is not yet saved and so you’ve never really been baptized?  Come to Christ.  He will deliver you from God’s wrath!


Baptism is personal to our church.  We as a church are commanded to baptize.
Baptism isn’t just a personal decision, but it is also a decision of our church through the pastors.

Church, we counsel everyone who comes forward for baptism to make sure they understand and believe the gospel.  We make sure that this is a true biblical baptism as far as we can tell.

Sometimes we tell people no.  Sometimes we tell people not yet.

When it is time to baptize them, I make sure they know how awesome it is of what they are doing!  

There are unbelievers watching who are seeing the gospel before their eyes.

There are believers watching who are being strengthened in the gospel.

And this is a spiritual milestone for each person being baptized.

A few years ago, there was a pastor baptizing someone before his congregation.  The microphone fell in the water and killed him.  The congregation was “shocked” for lack of a better term.  

Every time we baptize, we should be even more shocked.  This is a person in the water who is tapping into biblical history, who is affirming biblical theology, and who is personally applying it all to their life in front of the church, and in front of unbelievers.  They are saying: Jesus has died for my sin, He has gone under the wrath of God in my place so that I don’t have to, and He has raised from the dead to the right hand of God the Father.  He has triumphed over His enemies!  This Jesus of Nazareth is my God, my Lord, and He is returning as my Savior!  All things have been subjected to Him and placed under His feet, and that is where I find myself as well.  

