Christocentrism:  Jesus Christ is the Center of the Penteteuch
Text:  John 5:37 – 47

Intro:  
I love being a youth pastor.  So many people ask me why I’m not a “real” pastor!


I’m a youth pastor because I’m more about preventing problems than fixing them!


I must be honest and say I’m disappointed in many youth pastors today.


They make worship more about the music, the concert, and the band.


They just preach topics, and so they make you think the Bible is all about topics.


I remember being at a conference where both speakers spoke the exact same way!


Comedy Intro on Topic, Text on Topic, Teach on the Topic, and then say Jesus

How about these 8 topics: right understanding, thought, speech, action, livelihood, effort, awareness, and meditation?  
Is the Bible really all about topics?  If its all about topics, then its all about us!

The Bible isn’t about you, and its not about me.  Its all about Christ!

We just got done studying the first 5 books of the Bible.  The Pentateuch!

The Pentateuch is about the first 5 books of the Bible, written by one author who covered over 2500 years.  

Truth:  While never mentioning His name, Moses’ writings were ultimately about Jesus.
Jesus says that its obviously they don’t believe the Father, the Scriptures (Pensacola Bible Institute boys), or Moses!  Why was Moses such a big deal?  Because most of them had to memorize the entire Pentateuch and be able to recite it back.  In many ways, they were more religious and devoted than we are!  If we had no OT left, and it was just us, how much of it could we come back up with?  The Pentateuch is the most foundational section in all the Bible.  The rest of the Bible constantly builds off of it and refers back to it.  Its where God set everything into motion and now He’s fulfilling everything He promised there.  Jesus is saying that the Pentateuch is Moses’ writings that are all about Him.  How many times does the Pentateuch mention Jesus’ name?  Zilch!  So how in the world are we supposed to see Jesus in the Pentateuch?  
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Covenant-Treaty of God with Israel

We must be very careful here.  We believe in a Christocentric Hermeneutic.  Big words!  Let’s break them down.  Christocentric simply means “Christ-centered”.  Hermeneutic literally means “view of Scripture.”  So the Bible is teaching us to have a view of Scripture that is ultimately centered onto Jesus Christ.  We do this every single Wednesday night.  We are constantly showing you that the Bible isn’t ultimately about you and topics to help you out in life, but the Bible is all about Jesus and how to live our lives for Him.  Jesus first…then you!  Not here’s Jesus to help you.  
So here’s what we do every single Wednesday night.  We start out with an introduction story.  I like to start with a story that is more about life and connects with something that connects with your life and will connect into the passage (Veggie Tales, Dubai, a Tuscaloosa Murder Case, and the original NES).  

The that story directly connects into the OT story.  Its incredibly important for you to know the OT story because everyone loves a good story.  If I just gave you the facts, you wouldn’t enjoy it as much and you’d be bored cause it’d feel like Math class.  But I want to tell the story in such a way to put you right in the middle of the action to where you could imagine what it would be like just being there.  Its also important to understand the OT story because we are all living our own life-stories that God is writing every day, and the OT story always connects with ours in some way.  Its even more important to tell the OT story because it connects with the larger overarching story of the Bible which is all about Jesus.

Then that OT story will give us a TRUTH.  Kind of like tonight’s truth.  Every Wednesday I want to give you a truth of the Bible that is true for that people in that time, and how it is just as true for us.  We need to first know God’s truth in order to live life for God.

After understanding the story and the truth, we move onto Christ.  We talk about two things when pointing to Christ.  We talk about His person and His work.  Some people only focus on His person and its just all about a “relationship with Jesus”.  That’s not enough!  Others only talk about His work and its all about a religion of believing Jesus’ death and resurrection.  That’s not enough either.  We believe in both the Person and the work (gospel) of Christ that are both necessary for our lives.  It’s a faith based on the Gospel that works itself out in a relationship!  You can’t just have either/or in your life.  You have to have both.  So we point to Christ because He is what God wants us to get out of it.  God wants us to know Christ as our Savior, He wants us to follow Christ as our Lord, He wants us to grow in Christ as our model, He wants us to live for Christ as our example, He wants us to worship Christ, and He wants us to share Christ!  

Then I normally like to move to an illustration to connect all of this (the OT story and Truth, the Person and Work of Christ to our daily lives).  This is just called an illustration.  Honestly, I’m real weak at these and you wouldn’t even remember them very well, and I preach for so long that if I need to cut anything out…this is what I do cut out.  I had to do that a couple weeks ago.  I was going to show you a clip from “Night at the Museum” and relate it to resurrection…but I ran out of time!
Lastly comes life application.  This is usually first and the whole sermon for many youth pastors…just to be honest.  But isn’t the point to be like Christ and to live for Christ?  If we don’t first tell you who Christ is, how to live for Him (the gospel), and then how to live like Him…then how can we really tell you to live?  I want to be as specific as possible for you in these applications.  I want to be able to give you the opportunity to peer deeply into your lives, retrace your steps, rehash your conversations, and rethink all your motives.  I want you to leave every Wednesday night with a new but consistent challenge to live for Christ in ways you’ve never thought of before, in ways you never thought you needed to, or in ways you never dared!  James 1 says that we should not be just hearers of the Word but doers of the Word!
So we want you to immediately apply the Word by confessing your sin of falling short of Christ’s commands and asking God for the strength and opportunities to live what you have heard!  We call this our reflection time.

Then we always end with worship songs.  This is our way of responding to God in praise, worship, and honor because of what we have heard about His Word and His Son.  So we worship our little hearts out!  
Illustration:  
Doing all of this without a Christocentric Hermeneutic (which is???) is like just telling a bunch of elementary kids to get together and play a basketball game.  Now, I’m a baller.  I know what a basketball game is supposed to look like, and what they do is not basketball.  With all the traveling, double dribbling, fouls, airballs, and balls shot over the basket…there’s nothing more frustrating!  I’ve been a coach on a little league team before.  The kids know a little about dribbling, a little about shooting, a little about passing, and very little about defense.  Its hard being a competitive basketball player and watching your team lose every single game!  They need to see a holistic vision of what its all about!  They need to learn the fundamentals.  Taking kids out and just telling them to play basketball is kind of like taking a Bible and telling people just to live it.  It won’t make sense.  There has to be a reason, a motive, and a holistic picture behind it all….the person and work of Jesus Christ!  
Challenge:  Keep Jesus at the center of your church, worship, spiritual growth, devotions, prayer, advice, counseling, relationships, etc!

Understanding the Christocentric Hermeneutic will help you when you listen to preaching and teaching, when you worship, when you pray, when you do your devotions, when you counsel your friends, when you teach a class, when you start a Bible study, etc.  It is the very interpretive key for the whole Bible!  

