Church Membership Matters
Intro:
Damien and the OMEN



Baby swap, nanny hangs herself demonic dog, zoo, fits to church

Need:
Consider my audience


God is my first audience, and I am preaching His truth!



Church members – a challenge



Attender but non-member – What to do?



Church Hopper



New Christian



Unbeliever

Text:
Explanation of 1 John
FACE THE REALITY: Not Everyone is a True Part of Christ’s Church

The Antichrist and antichrists (those who are against Christ, His people, and His purposes)

Leaving the Church



Who is the church?  Must know this to know if you’re leaving it!



What is a local church?  The people of Christ (Ecclessia = Gathering)



90 of 114 references to the church is the LOCAL churches


Who Leaves the Church, and Why Do They Leave?

High school seniors – now even younger




Families – leaving other services (Heb 10:25)




Men




The Burned




The newly converted

Story:  Katie and not facing the facts about her mom

Face the Facts:  Some of you haven’t joined, some are thinking of leaving, some know others who have left

WHAT STOPS PEOPLE FROM LEAVING THE CHURCH?

FULFILL THE TRUTH:  You only love Christ as much as you love His church


The Holy Spirit



The Truth of Scripture




OT Assembly (Numbers)




Fulness of Christ (Eph 1)




Body of Christ (Eph 1)




Bride of Christ (Eph 5)




Glory of God (Eph 3)




Hebrews 10:25




Revelation 21

FOLLOW THE CHRIST:  Continue on with Christ and His church to eternal life



The Doctrine of Christ (This is the clearest understanding of Jesus)
Story:
Texas Neighbor – Not really about “membership”

Pool Hopping


Snowmobile story?  


Teepee story?


Not one place in the Bible commands church membership


Church membership is not biblically commanded!  Don’t want to mislead you


Church membership in a local church is explicitly implied!


Do we just throw out the doctrine of Jesus’ Divinity…the Trinity?

This is not really about membership perse

17 million Southern Baptists…and about 7 million attend

Church membership is the least of expectations that The Scriptures has on you.

Baptism is the first step after salvation

Church membership is the first step of the church.

If you skip the first/most important step in an instruction manual…it will fall apart later on!
The importance of membership

You become an official part of the family for worship, discipleship, fellowship, evangelism, and ministry

Your pastors are asking you to join.  Your church is asking you to join.  Why are you telling us no?  We’ll commit to you.  Why won’t you commit to us?  


We know if you’re truly ours or not


You have full rights and privileges


You get to reflect the universal church

How do I join at Capshaw Baptist Church?


Pick a Sunday service, and come down front to request membership.

We will schedule a get together with you to get to know you better.


We will encourage you to be a part of our Discovery Class.


We will vote on your membership in a business meeting.


We will love you till the day you die!

If I’m faithful here, do I really need my name on a roll?


The culture of the world:  school, college, pay-roll, teams, clubs, etc.
How can we entrust leadership responsibilities?


How can we be accountable for you?


How can we take you off the rolls? (Matthew 18)
What if our church really followed these Scriptures, doctrines, and truths?


What if we really committed to Christ and to each other?


What if we really committed to the gathering together of ourselves?


What if we really saw ourselves as the bride, the body, and the fullness?

So what about you?  

What about you church member?


What about you attender?


What about you church hopper?


What about you new believer?


What about you unbeliever?

