Intro:
The biggest criticism and negative word I get about my ministry is its weakness for the ladies.  I’ve heard many say that I spend so much time with the guys, teaching the guys, taking the guys out to eat, etc that the girls don’t feel as connected to me as the guys might.  And I’d have to say to that…its true.  I wish it wasn’t that way, but it is true.  Trust me ladies, you’d rather it this way.  Throughout church history, the church is always called to have strong, godly men who lead the church, their homes, and their wives.  You would rather me cultivate strong, godly men than for me to just be a youth pastor who hangs out with you all the time.  And trust me, for your sake I do wish I was married right now.  I am thankful that I’m single because I’d much rather be single and satisfied than miserably married to the wrong woman.  But I do wish I was married for your sake.  I do wish I had an awesome godly wife who could take you to eat, who could hang out with you, etc.  Yet I am so thankful for all of our godly ladies who are our SS teachers who can be your mentors, who you can come to for biblical-female advice, But please never doubt my pastoral love for you, my constant prayers for you, and the purposes that I know God has for your lives.  
So tonight I want to talk to you ladies.  I realize I talk to the guys so much when I preach because I’m so passionate about our guys becoming godly men who in turn leaders for their wives.  But you know ever sermon about you, too.  But tonight, I want to specifically talk to you ladies.  So listen up.  As you can see I don’t have any points, truth, or challenge statements on your handouts.  I just want us to look at the Scriptures together.  I want you to hear my pastoral love for you, God’s wisdom for your relationships, and how you can live like Ruth and get your own Boaz.  Guys, I definitely want you to listen up as well because I want you to look for a lady with all of these qualities.  So, here we go…
The story of Ruth thus far…
Ruth 3:1-18  
ESV Ruth 3:1 Then Naomi her mother-in-law said to her, "My daughter, should I not seek rest for you, that it may be well with you?  2 Is not Boaz our relative, with whose young women you were? See, he is winnowing barley tonight at the threshing floor.  3 Wash therefore and anoint yourself, and put on your cloak and go down to the threshing floor, but do not make yourself known to the man until he has finished eating and drinking.  4 But when he lies down, observe the place where he lies. Then go and uncover his feet and lie down, and he will tell you what to do."  5 And she replied, "All that you say I will do."  

Mom-in-law giving advice to Ruth, and Ruth listens.  Listen to your parents!



Your parents really do have your best interest in mind…for the most part.



Your parents honestly have more relationship experience than you do.

Boaz was the right kind of guy for Ruth.  Don’t just find any guy, but find the right kind of guy.  1 Corinthians 7:39.  Its not just about any guy who’s interested, or any guy who your desires are interested in.  

Clean up!  Look nice.  Smell nice.  Be your best for your man.  This is not just for yourself to be attractive to him, but this is a way to show him respect.  Men need a woman who takes great care of herself to guard him from temptation.  Guys, this is the same for you, too.  Guys, don’t go for the girls who only do this, but remember it is about who she is as a woman and not just what she looks like.  Her outward appearance should only be a reflection to what she is on the insde.

Be respectful to your man, and make sure that while you may put yourself in his way that you not become to clingy or annoying, but give him some dude space.  

Girls, recognize that you have a desire to submit and please your man, and that may lead you to want to be up in his space more than he needs you to do so.  

This also applies physically.  You may have a desire to submit to him and fulfill physical needs for him way more so than he really needs at this time before yall are married.  Guys recognize this and protect your girl from this as a real man who takes care of her spiritually, emotionally, physically, etc.  

This is a passage that is a cultural disconnection between our culture.  This is not a passage that is telling young women to do this as a way to get their man’s attention.  Rather, this part of the passage is just telling the story.  The reason this is not telling young women to do this is because there is no other passage of Scripture agreeing for women to do the same thing.  
6 So she went down to the threshing floor and did just as her mother-in-law had commanded her.  7 And when Boaz had eaten and drunk, and his heart was merry, he went to lie down at the end of the heap of grain. Then she came softly and uncovered his feet and lay down.  8 At midnight the man was startled and turned over, and behold, a woman lay at his feet!  9 He said, "Who are you?" And she answered, "I am Ruth, your servant. Spread your wings1 over your servant, for you are a redeemer."  10 And he said, "May you be blessed by the LORD, my daughter. You have made this last kindness greater than the first in that you have not gone after young men, whether poor or rich.  11 And now, my daughter, do not fear. I will do for you all that you ask, for all my fellow townsmen know that you are a worthy woman.  12 And now it is true that I am a redeemer. Yet there is a redeemer nearer than I.  13 Remain tonight, and in the morning, if he will redeem you, good; let him do it. But if he is not willing to redeem you, then, as the LORD lives, I will redeem you. Lie down until the morning."  


Ruth didn’t just listen to, but she obeyed her mother in law.


Ruth proposed that Boaz should propose to her.  


Boaz felt like Ruth was out of his league.


Boaz protected Ruth’s private integrity and her public reputation.
Talk about redemption.  Redemption means to “buy back.”  Ruth proposes to a redeemer to propose to her.  Its like us with Jesus.  Jesus is the one who can provide for us, who can give us life, and He is all powerful and in control.  But we need to ask Him to forgive us of our sin.  We need to ask Him to be the Lord of our life and to let His death and resurrection be our salvation!

14 So she lay at his feet until the morning, but arose before one could recognize another. And he said, "Let it not be known that the woman came to the threshing floor."  15 And he said, "Bring the garment you are wearing and hold it out." So she held it, and he measured out six measures of barley and put it on her. Then she went into the city.  16 And when she came to her mother-in-law, she said, "How did you fare, my daughter?" Then she told her all that the man had done for her,  17 saying, "These six measures of barley he gave to me, for he said to me, 'You must not go back empty-handed to your mother-in-law.'"  18 She replied, "Wait, my daughter, until you learn how the matter turns out, for the man will not rest but will settle the matter today."
Every great relationship seems to go through at least a little drama.  At this point, they don’t know how it’ll turn out.  Your life might be filled with drama up to this point.  You keep picking the wrong guy.  You keep ending up with the wrong girl.  You can’t get a guy or girl.  Everyone thinks you’re weird because you’re waiting to date until you find the right person and the right time.  Everything is filled with drama!  But let me encourage you…God knows how its going to turn out.  Let God write your love story!  

How many of you tonight just need to tell God to write your love story?  How many of you need to commit to God tonight that you will only date a godly guy/ a godly girl?  How many of you tonight need patience to wait for that right timing?  How many of you tonight might say that you need to be more submissive to your parents in your love life?  How many of you would say that you need to be more gender appropriate?  

