Recap:

· Elimelech backslides into Moab

· Naomi and Ruth repent and come back home.  

· Ruth finds Boaz who is a good and Godly man.  

· They fall in love.

· Then they run into a problem with there being a closer Kinsman Redeemer.  

What’s this kinsman redeemer thing all about anyway?  

Naomi had a piece of property that needed to be redeemed.  
Leviticus 25:23-28 (New American Standard Bible)

The Law of Redemption

 23'The land, moreover, shall not be sold permanently, for (A)the land is Mine; for (B)you are but aliens and sojourners with Me. 

 24'Thus for every piece of your property, you are to provide for the redemption of the land. 

 25'(C)If a fellow countryman of yours becomes so poor he has to sell part of his property, then his nearest kinsman is to come and buy back what his relative has sold. 

 26'Or in case a man has no kinsman, but so recovers his means as to find sufficient for its redemption, 

 27(D)then he shall calculate the years since its sale and refund the balance to the man to whom he sold it, and so return to his property. 

 28'But if he has not found sufficient means to get it back for himself, then what he has sold shall remain in the hands of its purchaser until the year of jubilee; but at the jubilee it shall revert, that (E)he may return to his property. 

With the redemption of the property came the responsibility of marrying Ruth. 

Deuteronomy 25:5-9 (New American Standard Bible)

 5"When brothers live together and one of them dies and has no son, the wife of the deceased shall not be married outside the family to a strange man. (A)Her husband's brother shall go in to her and take her to himself as wife and perform the duty of a husband's brother to her. 

 6"It shall be that the firstborn whom she bears shall assume the name of his dead brother, so that (B)his name will not be blotted out from Israel. 

 7"(C)But if the man does not desire to take his brother's wife, then his brother's wife shall go up to the gate to the elders and say, 'My husband's brother refuses to establish a name for his brother in Israel; he is not willing to perform the duty of a husband's brother to me.' 

 8"Then the elders of his city shall summon him and speak to him. And if he persists and says, 'I do not desire to take her,' 

 9(D)then his brother's wife shall come to him in the sight of the elders, and pull his sandal off his foot and (E)spit in his face; and she shall declare, 'Thus it is done to the man who does not build up his brother's house.'
Boaz, as a Godly man, was:
READY TO REDEEM - Vss. 1-3

1Now Boaz went up to the gate and sat down there, and behold, (A)the close relative of whom Boaz spoke was passing by, so he said, "Turn aside, friend, sit down here." And he turned aside and sat down. 

 2He took ten men of the (B)elders of the city and said, "Sit down here." So they sat down. 

 3Then he said to the closest relative, "Naomi, who has come back from the land of Moab, has to sell the piece of land (C)which belonged to our brother Elimelech. 

Boaz took the initiative to settle the matter.  He didn’t set around and convince himself of all the reasons it wouldn’t work. He was in line to be a kinsman-redeemer, but could not do it until a nearer kinsman relinquished his rights. Great works for God never get accomplished until someone is ready to take the first step.  Mathew 7:7 “Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and you shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you.”  Yet rather than asking, seeking, and knocking, we wait and listen to see if God will knock first.  
a. Boaz went up to the gate: The gate of the city was always the place where the esteemed and honorable men of the city sat. For an ancient city in Israel it was a combination of a city council chamber and a courtroom.

The city gate was “A kind of outdoor court, the place were judicial matters were resolved by the elders and those who had earned the confidence and respect of the people . . . a place for business and as a kind of forum or public meeting place.”

By going and confronting the closest relative first, Boaz shows incredible integrity.  He and Ruth were in love.  No doubt, they could have run off and said “who cares what this other guy thinks and lived happily ever after!”  Boaz would have never had to face this other guy and take the risk of not getting his girl.  

When you find the girl that God wants you to marry, be man enough to confront those in authority over her.  But stop, pause, and think through what you’re going to say. 

· Dr. J. was asked one time how it felt to be an overnight success.  He responded, “I have spent all my life becoming an overnight success.”  
Here it is the moment that you’ve been waiting for when you sit down face to face and ask permission for the woman of your dream’s hand in marriage.  This is not the time to say, “well, I’ll just feel my way through it and take it as it comes.”  You’d better not only think about what you’re going to say, but how you’re going to say it.  Look with me…

ABLE TO REDEEM - Vss. 4-6

Boaz was prepared:
a. prepared to support, provide, and take care of Ruth.  In chapter 2 we learn that Boaz owns the fields and has several people working for him.  Men, before you determine that it’s time to get married, you’d better be sure that you can fulfill your God given duty to be able to provide and take care of that young lady.  Living on love will work for about a day then one of you is going to get hungry!  And if you can’t afford to support her then you’ve got no business acting like you’re married.  Guys, you don’t have the right to ask a woman to submit to you when part of loving her as Christ loved the church is supporting her and taking care of her and you don’t have any money!  
Rather than sitting around playing video games all day, why don’t you go get a job to save up for when you do find miss right!  Instead of settling for C’s and D’s on your report card, why not study instead of playing basketball with your friends all night long, so that you can get a good job to provide for your wife?  Instead of sitting at the computer all day, why don’t you get in the Word so that you can lead your family well when God gives you one?  

Love her enough to prepare for her before you know her!  

4"So I thought to inform you, saying, '(D)Buy it before those who are sitting here, and before the elders of my people If you will redeem it, redeem it; but if not, tell me that I may know; for (E)there is no one but you to redeem it, and I am after you.'" And he said, "I will redeem it." 

 5Then Boaz said, "On the day you buy the field from the hand of Naomi, you must also acquire Ruth the Moabitess, the widow of the deceased, in order (F)to raise up the name of the deceased on his inheritance." 

 6(G)The closest relative said, "I cannot redeem it for myself, because I would jeopardize my own inheritance. Redeem it for yourself; you may have my right of redemption, for I cannot redeem it." 

b.  (3-4)  Boaz carefully thinks through what, when, and how he is going to talk to this guy. Boaz asks the nearer kinsman to redeem the land of Naomi (and Elimelech).  Notice he never mentions Ruth.  He began by stating the pro’s to the deal.  This guy is going to get some land out of this deal.  Boaz brought the deal up as a matter over property, something that would get any man’s attention.  
If you will redeem it, redeem it: When Boaz put it in terms of purely a land transaction, there was no hesitation on the nearer kinsman’s part. Of course he said, “I will redeem it.”

i. Certainly Ruth and Naomi were watching and listening. How their hearts must have sunk when they heard the nearer kinsman say, “I will redeem it.” They heard from his own lips that he would exercise his right at kinsman-redeemer, and that meant that he would gain not only the property in question, but also marry Ruth - instead of Boaz. But Boaz knew exactly what he was doing, and he had the situation all under control.

Boaz then put the surprise on the nearer kinsman. He told him that he wasn’t only dealing with Naomi and the property of Elimelech, he also had to deal with Ruth.

i. Because Naomi was older and beyond the years of bearing children, the nearer kinsman was not expected to marry Naomi and raise up children to the family name of her deceased husband Elimelech. But Ruth was another matter - she was able to marry and bear children.

i. Because of Boaz’s wise (perhaps shrewd) way of framing the occasion, this was the first time the nearer kinsman considered this, and it was a pretty big question to take in all at once. When it was just a matter of property, it was easy to decide on; but if he must take Ruth as a wife, that was another matter.

The nearer kinsman declines his right of redemption towards the property and posterity of Elimelech. (vs. 6)
a. I cannot redeem it for myself: Though it would be great to receive the property associated with Ruth, the nearer kinsman knew that taking her into his home and raising up her children would ruin his own inheritance.

b. Lest I ruin my own inheritance: Probably, the man had grown sons that had already received their inheritance of lands. The problem of dividing that inheritance among future children he would have with Ruth was more than he wanted to deal with.

i. Also, no doubt, the man was married - and knew it would be awkward (at best!) to bring home Ruth as wife number two.

(6) The nearer kinsman declines his right of redemption towards the property and posterity of Elimelech.

Boaz approached the man about the business at hand. Right away the man wanted the property.  But to go with the property was marriage to Ruth.  The one who redeemed the property needed also to father a child as an heir to the dead.  The other man was not able to do this without doing harm to his own inheritance. He gave Boaz permission to redeem the land and marry Ruth. Boaz was able to meet the requirements for redemption.

WILLING TO REDEEM - Vss. 7-17

Boaz was not only able to redeem the property and marry Ruth, but he was willing! His willingness was reflected in the actions that he took. Many times people have ability, but are not willing to act. 

(9-10) Boaz’s announcement to the elders and the people.

And Boaz said to the elders and all the people, “You are witnesses this day that I have bought all that was Elimelech’s, and all that was Chilion’s and Mahlon’s, from the hand of Naomi. Moreover, Ruth the Moabitess, the widow of Mahlon, I have acquired as my wife, to perpetuate the name of the dead through his inheritance, that the name of the dead may not be cut off from among his brethren and from his position at the gate. You are witnesses this day.”
a. Boaz said to the elders and all the people: Boaz joyfully proclaimed - legally sealing the transaction - that he would redeem both the property and the posterity of Elimelech, and (best of all!) take Ruth, the woman he loved, as his wife.

Boaz was READY, WILLING AND ABLE!

But the story doesn’t end there.  Look at how the sovereign hand of God moves through this couple’s faithfulness.  

13) Ruth and Boaz have their first child.

13And (L)the LORD enabled her to conceive, and she gave birth to a son.
17The neighbor women gave him a name, saying, "A son has been born to Naomi!" So they named him Obed. He is the father of Jesse, the father of David.

a. There is a son born to Naomi: The son of Ruth and Boaz was named Obed. He had a son name Jesse. He had a son named David. And David had a descendant named Jesus!

i. “God’s hand is all over history. God works out His purpose, generation after generation. Limited as we are to one lifetime, each of us sees so little of what happens. A genealogy is a striking way of bringing before us the continuity of God’s purpose through the ages. The process of history is not haphazard. There is a purpose in it all. And the purpose is the purpose of God.” (Kidner)

b. The father of David: Naomi’s return to Bethlehem, and the roots of David in Bethlehem, going back to Ruth and Boaz, are why Joseph and Mary had to go to Bethlehem to register in the census of Augustus (Luke 2:1-5). Ruth and Boaz are the reason why Jesus was born in Bethlehem!

i. But the consideration of Jesus in this book of Ruth doesn’t begin with the mention of King David; Jesus has been through the whole book, pictured by Boaz and the office of the kinsman-redeemer.

· Kinsman redeemer had to be family member/Jesus took on flesh and became one of us so that He could redeem us.
· The kinsman-redeemer had the duty of buying kinsman redeemer had responsibility of buying back family members from slavery, Jesus bought us from slavery to sin and death.
· Boaz, was not motivated by self-interest, but motivated by love for Ruth. Jesus’ motivation for redeeming us is His great love for us.

· Boaz, had to have a plan to redeem Ruth, God has a great plan to redeem us through Christ.
· Ruth was bride to Boaz/we as the church are the bride to Christ.
· Boaz, provided a glorious destiny for Ruth. Jesus, as our redeemer, provides a glorious destiny for us.

JESUS WAS READY TO REDEEM - He came to earth to die for our sins.

JESUS WAS ABLE TO REDEEM - He had no sin of his own. No man was able to redeem us from our sins, but Jesus was able. 2 Corinthians 5:21

JESUS WAS WILLING TO REDEEM - He showed his willingness to obey the Father's will in Gethsemane. He also showed His willingness to redeem us by suffering all the pain leading up to the cross and actually going to the cross. 

JESUS WAS READY, WILL AND ABLE TO REDEEM US! PRAISE GOD!
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