
The ongoing theme of Judges is that of sin, repentance, and reconciliation. We see that Israel continually rebels against God, so God raises up men (and women, see Deborah) to bring the nation back. In Judges 13-16 we read of the life of Samson, the last judge.


When I played golf in high school, I had a near death experience. I was practicing at the driving range when a man saunters up carrying a brand new 2009 driver. We all watched in awe as the man with this gorgeous club took his stance over the ball and…proceeded to do the best imitation I have ever seen of a man on stilts trying to kill a squirrel in a telephone booth. The interesting thing about his horrific swing was that there wasn’t any one major flaw, but 15 or 16 very small ones that, when left uncorrected, caused a major catastrophe. Samson’s life was much like this man’s golf swing.  His many small sins, when left un-repented and un-corrected, led to his eventual tragic demise.


Samson’s sins were many. Just read the story, he was far from perfect. But it seemed he had one “favorite sin” that he kept going back to: that of lust. You see, lust seemed to be the only sin that Samson repeated, and it was that sin that led to his demise. We have 3 recorded accounts of Samson’s lust. First, when he tells his father to go and get his first wife because “she is right in [Samson’s] eyes”. From this we know that Samson’s choice of a wife is based purely on physical attraction and not out of a desire for God’s woman for his life. Secondly, Samson spends the night with a prostitute in Gaza. And finally, Delilah…because of his lust after her, we know he is captured by the Philistines, and eventually dies in captivity.


There is a comparison to be made with our lives and Samson’s: apart from God, we will gladly allow sin to destroy us. Un-confessed and un-repented sin will, over time, eat away at us and spread like a cancer to all the parts of our spiritual life. We are inundated with sermon’s that warn us to be on guard against large heinous sins, such as marital infidelity. And while those are important, I think it is of even greater importance to guard ourselves against the multitude of small, unnoticed sins that we seem to think don’t matter. Lying, gossip, lust, and laziness pose a far greater danger to us because they so often slip into our lives unnoticed and, because of this, have the potential to lead to the bigger, more public sins.


So how do we remedy the problem of small sins? We daily live out Ephesians 6 and put on the Armor of God because we know Satan attacks where the armor is weak. We spend time in the Word and in the church because we know “all temptation is common to man” (1 Cor 10:13). We are to make no provision for our flesh (Rom 13:14). What does this look like?  Jesus illustrates it in Matthew 5:29. Practically, we are to stay away, far away, from anything that might cause us to sin. In my opinion, the best way to do all of these things is to have an accurate view of the one that died for these many little sins. When we refuse to view Christ’s work on the cross as just a storybook tale in a children’s Bible, and begin to see it for what it is (the perfect Son of God offering Himself as a horrific, bloody sacrifice, IN OUR PLACE, as a propitiation for OUR sins) then those “little” sins are little no longer. 1 Peter 2:24 says “Christ bore our sins in his body on the tree”. All of our sins, each one equal, were the cause of his death. John Stott says “We will never understand what the cross has done for us until we understand that it was done by us.” Let us daily be reminded of the greatness of the cross, and repent.
