
The comic book intrigue is back but bigger than ever as the superheroes go larger than life on the big screen.  Our culture has been infiltrated with this intrigue of life with superheroes like Spiderman, Batman, Superman, Ironman, etc.  These movies expose a culture that recognizes a need for salvation, a need to defeat evil, and a need for one man to rise to the top.  Each superhero seems to have their special power, their unique branded identity, their arch-enemy, and their one utter weakness.  We love our superheroes!


If we’re not careful, we’ll read our love for superheroes into the Old Testament.  Each major character of the Old Testament can somewhat resemble a modern-day superhero when we naturally look through our culturally-tainted glasses as we read a book like Judges.  Ehud was a born killer, Barak’s arch enemy was Sisera, and Jephthah’s identity was straight-up Thug.  Samson probably looks more like a real, true superhero than the rest.  He had a specific people to save, a specific people to defeat, a special power of incredible strength, and a demising weakness of lust after the ladies of the land.

In Judges 13, Israel again is caught in a sin-cycle of rebellion against God and His laws as they are just doing whatever is right however they see it (right in their own eyes).  Strangely like superhero tales, Samson is born in a miraculous type of way to be a very unique man.  What gave him his “superpowers” was the Holy Spirit stirring within him (13:25).  So to deliver Israel and defeat their enemies (the Philistines), Samson displayed some sweet superhero-esque skills like tearing a lion into pieces by his bare hands, swiftly catching 300 foxes to tie them up and set them on fire to burn down a Philistine field, ripping thick ropes like thread tightly tied around him to bound him, killed 1000 men with just the jawbone of a donkey in hand, uprooted and carried a ginormous city gate 40 miles to another city, and tore down a huge building by snapping the inner column-sports in half killing over 3,000 men and women.  Samson judged over Israel for 20 years, but his weakness for lusty women came back to be his own death and demise.   

It’s so obvious to see the sin of all these so-called OT superheroes.  They may have “super” powers by the Holy Spirit, but they definitely are no spiritual heroes… because of their sin.  When thinking about Samson specifically, we have to see that the fame goes to God as He gives Samson his powers.  God isn’t recording this story to point us back to Samson, but instead to point us forward to Christ.  In other words, if you think Samson is powerful…remember he’s got nothing on Jesus!  Jesus wasn’t merely physically powerful, but he had power over the impossible like the wind and storms, the demons, humanity, sin, creation, and Satan.  Samson merely had been given a portion of the power of God, but Jesus IS the power of God (1 Cor 1:24)!  Samson was given the Holy Spirit to do awesome feats of strength, but Jesus is eternally indwelt by the Holy Spirit in powerful strength!  Samson was very powerful, but sin had power over him.  Sin, death, and Satan has absolutely no power over Jesus whatsoever!  So who is your hero: a fictional comic book character, an amazing athlete, or the eternal-powerful Jesus?

The story of Samson certainly teaches us that the point is not to be like Samson, but we can learn valuable lessons from the story.  First, the power of God comes through His Holy Spirit.  We gain the Holy Spirit through our saving relationship with Jesus.  So if you want power over sin and the power to live right, we must do so through Christ to access the power of the Holy Spirit (2 Cor 13:4).  Secondly, The gospel is often called the power of God (1 Cor 1:18).  Just as Samson was called to deliver God’s people from their enemies, Jesus has done the same thing but He eternally delivers us through His death for our sin and His resurrection for our new life lived for Him.  Live the power of the gospel!
