Intro:
Good Luck Charms.  Do you use God as a good luck charm?  

4:1
Samuel – Check us out in iTunes to hear more about him.

4:2-4
Israel went to battle against the Philistines without the Ark and lost


Went back to the get the Ark and loses again

· People who use God as a Good Luck Charm

· Bibles and music in a haunted house
· Devotions, pray, church, give, 

· God will not be used!  Only go to God when you’re sick, in trouble, want something you don’t have.  Don’t go to Him to praise, to glorify Him, to live for Him, to be used by Him.  You see God as a being to use rather than to be used by Him!

· What was the Ark?  Why did God use it significantly?

· Hophni and Phinehas like rock stars by the Ark

4:5-9
All Israel gave a mighty shout when ark came in

· We know from this passage that they are using God.  Do we do this with our worship?  They shout so loud that they scare their enemies!

· Are we using God with our worship?  

· James talks about deceiving ourselves.

The Philistines knew all about what God had one in Egypt

· This looks like Braveheart moment

4:10-11 Israel was defeated in battle with the Ark?!  
· Every other time Israel won…what was the difference?  They tried to use God for their victory rather than let God fight for them!

The wicked priests of Israel died as well

4:12-22  Eli died and Ichabod was born

· “The Glory has Departed from Israel”

· Would you notice if God’s glorious presence departed from our church, from your devotions, in your worship, etc?  Would you notice, miss Him, etc?

5:1 – 5
The Philistines and the Ark

· Place the Ark in their temple

· Their god falls facedown

· Their god falls facedown and has head and limbs chopped off – Gen 3

· Clip of Monty Python

· This is a picture of our God going into captivity because of our sin.  It’s a picture of the gospel! 

· God is still at work even if not around us

· This is like the high school punks that steal their rivals mascot

· God’s presence has power of His enemies

· Overcome enemies?  Sin!  Friends coming to Christ

· The world is not God’s enemy yet.  The evil spirits are

5:6-12
God diseased the Philistines for having His throne
· Diseased with tumors, diseased with rats

· God is like a disease to His enemies.  They want to stay away from Him

6:1-21
Philistines send back ark with golden tributes and all by itself

7:1-2
Ark returned to Abinadad’s house and Israel lamented its stay there 20 years

7:3-17
How to let God use you for His glory, not use God for your good.

· Return to the Lord with all your heart (hold nothing back!)
· Put away pagan gods (male and female Canaanite gods)

· Direct your heart to the Lord by serving Him only!

· Have someone pray for you
· Personally pray and fast

· Confess your sin

· Continually pray

· Sacrifice (repent and believe)

· Fight and win

· Raise Your Ebenezer to Remember (set up a stone)

Israel vs. Philistines
· Israel loses

· Israel gets ark

· Israel loses again

· Ark is captured

· Eli hears and dies

· Ichabod born: glory departs

God vs. Dagon

· God captured

· Dagon is falls down before God

· Philistines plagued

· Ark sent back

How not to Use God

· Return with all your heart (believe)

· Put away foreign gods - Repent
· Baals and Ashteroths (male and female Canaanite gods)

· Have someone pray for you

· Fast, Confess, Repent

· Don’t cease in your prayers

· Sacrifice

· Fight and Win!

· Raise your Ebenezer

