Ruth 4:1-22  ESV Ruth 4:1 Now Boaz had gone up to the gate and sat down there. And behold, the redeemer, of whom Boaz had spoken, came by. 

This takes us all the way back to the beginning of the book.  This book is so much about God’s sovereignty, providence, and provision.  At the beginning of the book, we have a widowed Naomi who is so bitter at God because of what He’s allowed in her life.  We have a widowed Ruth who works for her mother in law.  But from there, we see God’s gracious provision in the midst of their sorrows and devastation.  God provides for us when we are weak and powerless (Rom 5:6-8).  His grace is sufficient in our weakness.  When we’re weak, He’s strong!

We watch the story unfold as Ruth just happens to stay back to help her mother in law, who just happens to go to work in a field where God is providing, and who just happens to work in the field of a certain man named Boaz.  God provides!

We watch the main characters as Ruth and Boaz meet each other.  Boaz becomes interested in Ruth, takes care of her by providing for her, and shows interest in her.  

We watch Ruth as she takes the relationship advice of her mother in law, makes her self available to Boaz, and proposes to Boaz that she should propose to him.  Her gentle and kind submission and heart to serve Boaz are exactly what the Scriptures describe as a godly woman’s qualities to be a godly wife. 

When you’re in college and your single friends are dropping around you like flies, and you’re IN more weddings than you’ve even ever been to in your life, remember that God is in control.  God is faithful.  And that its His will being done, so don’t try to do yours.  Don’t try to take matters into your own hands and force things.  Its way better serving God single than being miserably married to the wrong person because you forced it.  Listen to me…I’m a living example!  Andrew and Angela are getting married?  What about meeee!?

Now we’re about to see Boaz as a clear representation of a godly and manly dude.
So Boaz said, "Turn aside, friend; sit down here." And he turned aside and sat down.  2 And he took ten men of the elders of the city and said, "Sit down here." So they sat down.  
The gate of the city is often where business dealings would take place.  This is to make sure that all decisions were made public for accountability and ensuring that the law was followed.

The closer kinsman redeemer is not named in Scripture.  His insignificance might be significant.  He might be nameless because he wasn’t a man of good character, a man of good preparation, or a man who would be worthy for a worthy woman like Ruth.  Boaz, the worthy man, calls the guy “friend” which is like the way guys today call each other dude, man, pal, dog…when they really don’t remember each others names.  Boaz takes initiative and tells the dude to sit down.  Boaz isn’t weak or pansy, but he’s strong, assertive, and a respected leader.  He calls the elders of the city over because he wants to make sure that his business dealings are done right.  Boaz is a dude around Ruth, and he’s a dude around the men.  
3 Then he said to the redeemer, "Naomi, who has come back from the country of Moab, is selling the parcel of land that belonged to our relative Elimelech.  4 So I thought I would tell you of it and say, 'Buy it in the presence of those sitting here and in the presence of the elders of my people.' If you will redeem it, redeem it. But if you1 will not, tell me, that I may know, for there is no one besides you to redeem it, and I come after you." And he said, "I will redeem it."  
Boaz was fair and offered the land to the rightful man in line…dude.  Boaz is not responsible to make this happen.  He’s doing this because he loves Ruth, he wants Ruth, and he desires to take care of Ruth.  Boaz is taking care of Ruth while with her and while away from her.  He’s doing everything he needs to do to get her.  He’s fair, and he’s doing what the law requires.  
This is the opposite of relationships today where the girls really seem to do all the work, make everything happen, prepare to move forward (Sparkman girls taking their guys out to buy their tuxes, pick the restaurant, etc.  Every high school graduation having a female class president).  Guys, we need to do what is right, even though it is not easy, even though it takes time out of our busy schedules, and even though we may be facing rejection.  

Every relationship seems to face some type of dilemma like this.  Driscoll says God either orchestrates or allows this to happen to make the guy more confident that he will provide and protect for this girl…and make the girl more confident that she will be protected and provided for from this guy.  
5 Then Boaz said, "The day you buy the field from the hand of Naomi, you also acquire Ruth1 the Moabite, the widow of the dead, in order to perpetuate the name of the dead in his inheritance."  6 Then the redeemer said, "I cannot redeem it for myself, lest I impair my own inheritance. Take my right of redemption yourself, for I cannot redeem it."  7 Now this was the custom in former times in Israel concerning redeeming and exchanging: to confirm a transaction, the one drew off his sandal and gave it to the other, and this was the manner of attesting in Israel.  8 So when the redeemer said to Boaz, "Buy it for yourself," he drew off his sandal.  9 Then Boaz said to the elders and all the people, "You are witnesses this day that I have bought from the hand of Naomi all that belonged to Elimelech and all that belonged to Chilion and to Mahlon.  10 Also Ruth the Moabite, the widow of Mahlon, I have bought to be my wife, to perpetuate the name of the dead in his inheritance, that the name of the dead may not be cut off from among his brothers and from the gate of his native place. You are witnesses this day."  11 Then all the people who were at the gate and the elders said, "We are witnesses. May the LORD make the woman, who is coming into your house, like Rachel and Leah, who together built up the house of Israel. May you act worthily in Ephrathah and be renowned in Bethlehem,  12 and may your house be like the house of Perez, whom Tamar bore to Judah, because of the offspring that the LORD will give you by this young woman."  
Boaz then went into shrewd-slick businessman mode.  He’s like  a slick business man who knows how to use the truth and to put things in ways to get what he wants.  He never lies, he’s never deceptive, but he’s extremely shrewd in getting his girl.  He basically says that the land is yours, dude, but just understand that you get a bitter mother in law in the deal, you get a wife with baggage, and you get the delightful privilege of continuing the inheritance and heritage of some dead dude and his sons.  The dude then thinks more about it, and thinks of a way to get out of it.  He says that it would impair his own inheritance.  Not sure what all that means, but he punched the button and yelled “no deal!” which made Ruth all Boaz’s!  
Guys, we need to be men who are problem solvers, who are able to make the best decision for our families, who know how to be good businessmen, who are good with money-taxes-investments-saving-spending, and men who know how to be wise enough to be respected around the other men.  We don’t want to be the weakling who others can pick out to take advantage of!

If there is a problem in the relationship or in your girl’s life, we don’t tell them “I don’t know…figure it out for yourself!”  You don’t want to be that guy.  You want to be the wise leader who figures things out for your family.  Your woman needs to know that you fight for her, you solve problems to have her, you work hard, you use your wisdom on her, etc.  

You need to be prepared for her.  If you say you have no time for a part time job but you’re on the computer and watch tv for 4 hours a day, get a part-time job!  If you have a part-time job but you’re able to play video games or a sport for 4 more hours a day, then get a full-time job.  Start saving up for a house rather than getting the new hat or shoes whenever something comes out.  I guarantee you that girls are more attracted to established men than men who are just well dressed.

Then the community prayed a blessing over Boaz!

13 So Boaz took Ruth, and she became his wife. And he went in to her, and the LORD gave her conception, and she bore a son.  
Think smart about relationships.  Who you date now is going to be a good representation of who you’re going to marry.  They are going to be your spouse!  Your life long companion, friend, bed buddy, business partner, housemate, etc.  We do need to think through crucial issues such as first and foremost Jesus, then the church, then husband-wife roles, then parenting convictions, etc.  
This means we need to be thinking more MARRIAGE than DATING.  I don’t know about you, but I get sick of all the books on dating.  I’m not looking for a date, I’m looking for a wife!  I don’t want to just be a good boyfriend, I want to be a godly husband.  We need to sit, soak, absorb, and put to memory these super important passages of Scripture on marriage in order to let them shape our requirements, expectations, interests, and dreams when it comes to lifelong covenant marital relationships.  Passages like Ephesians 5, 1 Corinthians 7, and 1 Peter 3 are crucially important to structure our desires in a future spouse, home, etc.

Remember, you won’t just be living with them, but you will be coming to decisions with them on parenting, finances, where to live, etc.  You have to have a common agreement on these things, you have to be an agreeable person.  They are going to have to be agreeable.  

You are old enough as college students to understand that relationships are to played around with anymore.  You should never enter into a committed relationship with someone who you aren’t interested in marrying…and that they would have the biblical requirements needed to be with for the rest of your life!

14 Then the women said to Naomi, "Blessed be the LORD, who has not left you this day without a redeemer, and may his name be renowned in Israel!  15 He shall be to you a restorer of life and a nourisher of your old age, for your daughter-in-law who loves you, who is more to you than seven sons, has given birth to him."  16 Then Naomi took the child and laid him on her lap and became his nurse.  17 And the women of the neighborhood gave him a name, saying, "A son has been born to Naomi." They named him Obed. He was the father of Jesse, the father of David.  18 Now these are the generations of Perez: Perez fathered Hezron,  19 Hezron fathered Ram, Ram fathered Amminadab,  20 Amminadab fathered Nahshon, Nahshon fathered Salmon,  21 Salmon fathered Boaz, Boaz fathered Obed,  22 Obed fathered Jesse, and Jesse fathered David.
God protects His people through and for the sake of Christ.  He protected the lineage of Christ by taking a barren woman, giving her a godly husband, and blessing them with a bouncing baby boy to continue the necessary line of Christ.  The book began with Naomi bitter from disaster, but ends with the joy of Naomi welling up from the blessing of God’s sovereignty.
Notice how this whole story culminates in Jesus Christ.  He is the Redeemer we are not without whose name is renowned in all of Israel.  He is The Restorer of all life and The Nourisher of Old Age as He gives us His resurrection.  

This is all the grace of God.  How could He?  Why would He call a barren widow to marry a single man who was unknowingly in the direct lineage of Jesus?  What if God had not brought the Moabite to Bethlehem?  What if Ruth’s husband had not died?  What if Ruth’s father in law had not died?  What if Ruth was not a worthy woman who would go to the fields to work for her mother in law?  What if Boaz had not noticed her and had compassion on her?  What if Ruth had been looking for a hot, young dude than an older and more established man to provide for her?  What if Ruth had not listened to her mother in law’s relationship advice?  What if Boaz had taken advantage of her that night?  What if the closer kinsman Redeemer had chosen to marry Ruth?  What if Boaz didn’t step up to the mic and talk his way through the deal?  What if God wasn’t really sovereign, in control, and ruling over human affairs?  There would be no Jesus.  There would be no salvation.  We would all go to hell, and even worse we would not know Jesus and all things would not be reconciled to their rightful heir.  Praise God for His Sovereignty, His control, and His Son to Redeem us and all that will be eternally reconciled to Him!

The book of Ruth is about a man and a woman just like the beginning of the Bible with Adam and Eve.  But Paul says in Ephesians 5 that Adam and Eve were signs that pointed forward to just as every husband and wife does to the ultimate-eternal marriage of Christ and the church.  The book of Ruth is ultimately about Christ and the church, the whole Bible is ultimately about Christ and the church, God is ultimately about Christ and the church, our lives must be about Christ and the church, and our relationships must ultimately be about Christ and the church!
