Title: EPIC FAIL: Where the Wrong King Leads
Text: 1 Samuel 13 – 15

Intro:
Canoe Trip – Following the Wrong Leader

Need:
I want to talk to you tonight about where the wrong leader will lead you to, and to give you some reasons why you need to follow Christ…and no one else

TRUTH:  Following the wrong king leads to FAILURE.
Story:
Read 1 Samuel 13:1 – 4

What are some key leadership negatives we see in Saul’s life?  Where did he lead God’s people as their king?
1. Saul took battle into his own hands (and then had to hide)
Satan

Leaders who always are looking for a fight, cause a stir, and run

Leaders must fight under the leadership of Christ!
2. Saul took sacrifice into his own hands.  

Satan

Leaders who make light of the sacrifice of Christ, never mention the cross

This is very important because OT sacrifice pointed forward to Jesus

3. Saul was a coward (Jonathan had to fight)

Satan

Leaders who won’t stand up to anyone for what is right

Leaders can’t be cowards who are afraid to fight.

4. Saul took truth into his own hands (made a rash vow)
Satan

Leaders can’t just make up their own truth, but must preach God’s Word

5. Saul took judgment into his own hands

Read 1 Samuel 15:1-3, 7-11

Satan

Leaders who overlook sin, won’t do anything about it, won’t rebuke

Leaders must be willing to confront, rebuke, and kill sin

Saul spared, rejected, and Samuel hacked!

Christ:
But Jesus is not afraid to judge sin.  He killed it all with His death.  He took on God’s wrath for all of your sin!  And some people don’t like the fact that Jesus is such a strong and righteous King.  What kind of a God would command His people to wipe out an entire nation of people?  He is the same God that will send His Son to wipe out the entire earth full of His enemies!  But why?  Some of you may have a problem with this.  Why would a loving God only let Jesus followers into heaven?  Because if He didn’t, heaven would be hell!  

CHALLENGE:  Identify your King by looking at your LIFESTYLE.
Life:
Are you following this Jesus?  Let me give you just a few short scenarios of other kings and leaders I see that teenagers struggle to follow.  

1. Image – how people think of you…who accepts you.

2. Love – you absolutely must be in a relationship at all times.

3. Sports – you have to be on the team, be active, and have a purpose

4. Entertainment – movies and music

5. Leisure – you absolutely love to be lazy and do nothing

6. Attitude – pride, grief/drama, self-conscious, 

7. Materialsim

8. Pleasure

9. Friendships

10. Money

Church: Jesus offers all of these things, but way better, and without sin.  The question is, will we enjoy life through Him or will we try to without Him?  We do this by enjoying Him within His Kingdom.  We will enjoy Him in the fullness of His kingdom forever, but for now, the presence of the Kingdom of God is in His church.  Many of you are really finding this out this summer.  Worshipping together every Wednesday night, small groups on Sunday mornings, listening to Pastor Zach then, going on trips together, going to the mall and witnessing together.  We absolutely need to be a constant part of our church to be reminded that Jesus is our King, to hold each other accountable for our lives, to challenge each other if we see that we’re following something or someone else, and receiving the love of Christ through His body and bride: the church.  

Are you loving, following, and obeying your King Jesus Christ within His Kingdom, His church?


Following the wrong leader will lead you into the middle of nowhere.  You’ll feel all alone, defenseless, and in danger.  But Jesus will lead you to the promise land!

