RECAP:  God makes an eternal, kingdom covenant with David and includes him in on what He’s been doing all along.  This is like our salvation.  When we are saved, God is graciously including us in on His eternal plan for the universe.  Then David learns a lesson in repentance after salvation when he cheats with Bathsheba.  He learns that even though he’s a part of the covenant, he is still called to confess and repent of his sin in order to live a holy life towards God.  In the same way, once we are saved we too are called to live a life of repentance.  God’s work is not done with us at salvation, but we lived saved in the same way that we were saved…we live through faith in Christ and repentance of sin.  David reaped horrible consequences for his sin which is a clear warning for us.  There was rape and murder within his own kids.  One of his own sons becomes David’s bounty hunter…trying to kill him.  That son dies, and David goes into horrible morning…and his own military general comes in and tells him to suck it up and calls him a big cry baby.  So the end of David’s life is not looking good at all.  

In fact, the end of his life is a lot like the beginning.  He goes to war against the Philistines, and did you notice the giants show up again?  In fact 2 Samuel 21 speaks of another Goliath, speaks of a giant with 12 toes and 12 fingers, and other ogres.  I was looking for Shrek, but he didn’t make it in there.  So we have David who is the anointed king over God’s people whose time begins with fighting the giant enemies of God and who’s life ends fighting the giant enemies of God.  That is the same picture of the whole biblical storyline.  In the beginning, God casts out of heaven His giant enemy, and at the end He will fight and destroy His giant enemy as well.  This is a story pointing us to Christ!
2 Samuel 19-24 

David's Mighty Men

8 These are the names of the mighty men whom David had: Josheb-basshebeth a Tahchemonite; he was chief of the three. [23] He wielded his spear [24] against eight hundred whom he killed at one time.

David had mighty men who were like his military special forces soldiers.  These are like bigger and badder than the X-Men, GI Joes, or Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles.  This dude, Jo, literally flung a spear around and and killed 800 trained soldiers in one battle all by himself.  (Video of guy specialized in the spear?).  There were about 30 mighty men of David, there were 3 super forces mighty men, and Jo is the leader of those 3.  
9 And next to him among the three mighty men was Eleazar the son of Dodo, son of Ahohi. He was with David when they defied the Philistines who were gathered there for battle, and the men of Israel withdrew. 10 He rose and struck down the Philistines until his hand was weary, and his hand clung to the sword. And the Lord brought about a great victory that day, and the men returned after him only to strip the slain.

Eleazar was one of the 3 super forces dudes who went with David to fight the Philistines.  When Israel began fighting, they all fell-back and Eleazar was fighting there by himself.  Not only were the Philistine soldiers too strong one on one with the rest of Israel, but Eleazar took each one of them himself.  We don’t know how many were killed, but Eleazar fought so long that his hand was stuck to his sword (do the hand cramp game).  

11 And next to him was Shammah, the son of Agee the Hararite. The Philistines gathered together at Lehi, where there was a plot of ground full of lentils, and the men fled from the Philistines. 12 But he took his stand in the midst of the plot and defended it and struck down the Philistines, and the Lord worked a great victory.

Sham was a dude who protected the Israelite’s food from the Philistines by striking down a bunch of Philistines.

13 And three of the thirty chief men went down and came about harvest time to David at the cave of Adullam, when a band of Philistines was encamped in the Valley of Rephaim. 14 David was then in the stronghold, and the garrison of the Philistines was then at Bethlehem. 15 And David said longingly, “Oh, that someone would give me water to drink from the well of Bethlehem that is by the gate!” 16 Then the three mighty men broke through the camp of the Philistines and drew water out of the well of Bethlehem that was by the gate and carried and brought it to David. But he would not drink of it. He poured it out to the Lord 17 and said, “Far be it from me, O Lord, that I should do this. Shall I drink the blood of the men who went at the risk of their lives?” Therefore he would not drink it. These things the three mighty men did.

Now that we have a taste of who these’s mighty men, warriors, special forces, teenage mutant ninja Israelites were capable of, check this out.  Three of the thirty might men came to David when he was hiding out in a cave.  There was a large Philistine camp occupying Bethlehem which was the city of David…where he was born.  It was a scene something like David the King sitting around a fire in a cave with his fearsome warriors, they’re telling battle stories, stories about their lives before they knew each other, etc.  David sighs and simply whispers quietly, “You know what I would love?  I would love just a drink of a water from the town where I grew up, Bethlehem.”  We don’t know when, but 3 of the mighty men listening started hiking miles away to Bethlehem to get their King a drink.  They went into their King’s home town, they fought their way into the gate, they fought their way through the city, they fought while the water was being drawn from the well, they fought while holding the water and leaving the city, they passed back through the dessert without drinking their water, and they gave their water to their beloved King.  Why did they do this?  Its because they had a radical loyalty to God’s King: the anointed one.  Do you remember why David would never just kill Saul when Saul was hunting him down?  Its because he would not touch the Lord’s anointed one!  These men are radically devoted to their King, the Lord’s anointed, so much that they would risk their lives just to bring their King pleasure by granting his wish for a little water.  What did David do with the water?  He poured it out to the Lord as an act of worship saying that he could not drink such precious water since these men risked their own lives to get it for him.  This was a deep act of gratitude on David’s part.

God graciously included David into the eternal covenant of His Kingdom.  David learned that being in God’s covenant, he must live a life of repentance and faith.  And now we are learning about the next step of the Christian life…radical service.  And we have one of the best examples ever of radical service in Scripture.  But its not King David, rather it is King Jesus!  Jesus is the one who has gone and fought behind enemy lines on our behalf.  He has brought to the us the water of life.  I don’t know if you’re someone who has ever had someone who is fiercely loyal to you no matter what.  But I am telling you now that you know one…the greatest one in the world who is radically loyal to you…King Jesus Christ!  Just like David poured out the water because it was too precious for the bloody risk that was took for him, Jesus willingly and radically served us by pouring out His own blood for our salvation.  Mark 10:45 says that Jesus did not come to be served, but be a servant by giving His life as a ransom for many.  Why do we serve Jesus, we serve Jesus because He has radically served us first.  Philippians 2:8 says that as a servant Jesus humbled Himself by becoming obedient even to the point of death, even death on a cross.  Jesus is our example of serving, and Jesus is our object of serving.  Jesus served us, and now He is exalted as King who is to be served!  
Paul was a missionary in the Bible who radically served Christ all the way until his death.  He didn’t care what it brought him, he was just radically loyal to his king.  2 Corinthians 11 says, “with far greater labors, far more imprisonments, with countless beatings, and often near death. 24 Five times I received at the hands of the Jews the forty lashes less one. 25 Three times I was beaten with rods. Once I was stoned. Three times I was shipwrecked; a night and a day I was adrift at sea; 26 on frequent journeys, in danger from rivers, danger from robbers, danger from my own people, danger from Gentiles, danger in the city, danger in the wilderness, danger at sea, danger from false brothers; 27 in toil and hardship, through many a sleepless night, in hunger and thirst, often without food, in cold and exposure. 28 And, apart from other things, there is the daily pressure on me of my anxiety for all the churches.”  
It is believed by church historians that Peter was to be executed by crucifixion as a punishment to fit his crime…following Jesus of Nazareth.  Peter begged them not to because he wasn’t deserving enough to die such an honorable death.  He convinced them to crucify him upside down instead.

So where are we?  Are we willing to serve our King with such radical loyalty?  That whatever He asks, would we do so joyfully?  Would we be willing to go through extremes?  Would we go through shame in this life to be known as a follow of Christ?  Would we serve Jesus all the way up until it meant physical harm?  Would we serve Jesus but stop just short of public embarrassment?   Would we serve Jesus but stop just short of our jobs we’ve always dreamed of having?  Would we serve Jesus but stop just short of using our money and vacation time to go tell the world about Him?  Would we serve Jesus but stop short of being obedient to Him even unto death?  

When you are wiling to die for Christ, then you are truly willing to live for Him.  Do you see Jesus as your beloved, majestic King who has radically served you with His life?  Do you see Jesus as the King that God has honored with the throne of ruling over the universe for all of eternity?  Is this stuff real to you?  Is this the Jesus you worship?  Is this the Jesus you think about?  Is this the Jesus you radically serve?

WHEN YOU ARE WILLING TO DIE FOR CHRIST, YOU ARE TRULY WILLING TO LIVE FOR HIM.  KGB THAT BROKE INTO A SECRET CHURCH MEETING…

