Intro:
Lawn Chair Larry
Need:
Elijah was taken to heaven without dying.  Do we understand Jesus’ ascension?

OT:


TRUTH:  Elijah and Elisha’s master-disciple relationship, Elijah’s ascension to heaven, and Elisha’s receiving of the power of the Spirit point us directly to Christ!

Elijah passed by and put his cloak on Elisha in 1 Kings 19


Guys, if you can pull this off with the girl you like…I will pay for the date

Elijah was Elisha’s spiritual mentor


This is much like Jesus mentoring His disciples.



Do you have a spiritual mentor?




My mentors have been Steve, Pastor Don, Patrick, Pastor Zach




Find a mentor.  Be a mentor.  (but not just one to have disciples)



We must first follow Christ as our mentor before we follow any others.


Elijah not wanting Elisha to come with him is a kind of test for his resilience.

Elisha tells them to be quiet because they were being disrespectful of Elijah.


Or like when yall text me whenever Alabama loses!  Don’t want to hear it


Elijah parted the waters with the same Spirit as Moses and Joshua (God of Israel)


This was much like Moses who was filled with the Spirit.


Elisha asks Elijah for a double portion of the Spirit.



This is much like Jesus promising the Spirit before He ascends to heaven.



So much of this story is mirroring who Jesus is and what all He did!



In Matthew 16, the people said that Jesus could be Elijah returned!




Elijah:





Master-Disciple relationship with Elisha





When he leaves Elisha will be given the Spirit





Ascended to heaven in his bodily form




Elisha:






Parts the water like the Spirit-filled Moses

Dominion over animal kingdom like Spirit-filled David and Samson

Feeds the single mom like Jesus feeds the 5,000

Raises girl from the dead

Heals people from leprosy


Elijah was taken to heaven by chariots of fire without dying.



How is the ascension of Christ significant for our own lives?




Jesus ascended to a place.  (not a ghost that disappeared)




Jesus received glory at His ascension




Jesus was seated at God’s right hand





Foreshadows our ascension.





Assures us our final home is heaven.

Share now in Jesus’ power over the universe (seated with Christ)


CHALLENGE:  Live the authoritative power of Jesus’ ascension as He sits at the right hand of God the Father in heaven.

Elisha was endowed with the Spirit after Elijah left.



How are we endowed with the Spirit after Jesus ascends?  

