“NATIONAL TREASURE: Book of the Law”
Intro:  
God is moving here at Capshaw and here at CBSM. Not just numerically…

He is moving personally…why you’re here (regular, returner, Harvest, first time)
Need:  
How’s your life?  Are you walking with Christ?  Are you struggling with sin?  Tonight, I want God’s Word to speak to you directly, and for it to read you…not just you read it.  Is your faith in Christ?  Do you want your life to pursue after Him?  Have you taken the first step of obedience with Jesus by being baptized before His church?  Now that you’re saved, are you walking with Christ in relationship and living for Him in obedience?  I want to be very honest with you and apologize: many times the church does a very bad job at teaching you how to do this.  Tonight, God has given us a set of passages to teach us how to live the Christian life.  Here we go…

      What were some counseling opps lately?
OT:  
The Old Testament is all about how God creates and calls an entire nation to Himself because the whole world has rejected Him.  God is forming them into a kingdom, and He is preparing them for the coming of His Son to rule over them as their King.  Even though He creates them, specially calls them, and loves them…they still rebel against Him and reject Him.  Because of their sin, God allows His Kingdom to be divided in half and become a northern (Israel) and southern (Judah) kingdom.  In these passages, we see Israel and Judah being defeated.  


2 Kings 17:1-6.  Israel’s king, Hoshea, doesn’t uphold his end of the bargain by paying taxes to the king of Assyria.  So Shalmaneser (king of Assyria) captures Samaria (capital city of Israel) and carries off the Israelites to his own country into the city of Halah.  Get this – God’s people are becoming slaves again because they aren’t obeying God’s law.  They think their way is the best way to a great, free life.  We do the same thing with our hearts as our capital city.  Satan will get into our minds, our hands, our feet, our eyes, and our pants…to get into our hearts.  17:9 – They did secret sins against the Lord their God that were not right.  

TRUTH:  Every Christian must practice a life of REPENTANCE.

17:14-18 – They would not listen.  They worshipped other gods/idols. Hated God.

Several wicked kings in the mean time…

21:19 – Amon becomes king at 22 years old.  He was an evil king.  He was such an evil king that his servants conspired against him and killed him in his own house.  The people of the land revolted against Amon’s servants and made Amon’s son Josiah king in his place.  
22:1-2 – Josiah became king at age 8.  AGE 8!!!  How many of yall have a younger brother or sister who absolutely rules your house?  Maybe you are that younger brother or sister!  Josiah did what was right in God’s sight.  Notice, this cannot mean that Josiah was some great kid!  This means that God was very gracious to him.  Did I mention he was 8?!  Do you ever use the excuse that you’re too young to live for God now?  You’ll live for God later?  Living for God is for old boring adults, but living the life is for teenagers?  Are you nuts?  Do you not have a view of God that sees Him as worthy enough for your teenage years?  Here’s the deal…if God is not worthy enough for your teenage years…then He won’t be worthy enough for your adult years.  They problem isn’t your age, but the problem is your small and weak view of God.
22:3-7.  Ten years later when Josiah is 26, God uses him to rebuild the temple.  This is huge because sin is always an issue of worship.  You are a worshipper!  I don’t care if you call yourself religious, or spiritual, or agnostic, or atheist.  You are a worshipper!  You always worship something.  What you give your heart, mind, time, talents, and money to most is what you worship.  The sin issue first had to be dealt with Israel was an issue of worship, issue of sacrifices, issue of priests, etc.  THE CHURCH…
22:8-10.  The high priest found the book of the Law.  The Book of the Law was what Moses wrote down from what God told Him about how His people ought to live as His kingdom citizens.  If you want to be one of mine, you will live this way.  This is like finding something very valuable to you when you’re going through a bunch of old junk.  GRANDDAD’S BIBLE!
God’s Word is Authoritative, Inspired, Inerrant, Infallible, and Sufficient

22:11-13.  When reading the Book of the Law, it moved Josiah so much that he tore his clothes Hulk style because he was so convicted of his sin and the sin of his people.  Josiah didn’t even seem to know about the Book of the Law.  Maybe no one had ever told him.  Maybe you’re someone here tonight that no one has ever really sat you down and shared with you about the importance of God’s Word, the importance of living for Jesus Christ God’s Son.  When the Book of the Law was read to Josiah, it was monumental for him.  He knew it was what he had been missing.  He knew it was the Words of God!  He was immediately convicted of his sin.  What about for you?  Has God’s Word been totally lost in your life?  You are someone who has very little interaction with God’s Word, but when it is opened like this on a Wednesday night, you know its His Word to you?  You’re convicted!  You see life more clearly!  God’s Word doesn’t just tell us how to live life, but it also convicts us of sin…it tells us how NOT to live life.  It tells us what to believe, what sin is, how to correct sin in our lives, and how to live in righteousness before God (2 TIMOTHY 3:16).  
CHALLENGE: TREASURE God’s Word to live for Christ.

22:14-20.  God promises that He will not destroy Josiah or Israel in Josiah’s day, but that He will destroy Israel on a day after Josiah’s day.  

23:1-3.  Josiah brought in all the elders and all the people of Israel and HE read the Book of the Law for them in God’s Temple.  Josiah made a covenant-promise  with the people to obey God with all of their heart and soul (Matt 22:36-40).

23:4-8.  Josiah then had all the priests bring out everything that had to do with any idol-god, and he burned it right there in front of the people…


Then he fired all the sinful priests who had led to worship to idol-gods.


Then he took the main idols and burned them before the people.


He busted down the houses and temples that had to do with false idol-gods.

Josiah didn’t just make a covenant with God, but he also practiced his own repentance by tearing down and burning every kind of idolatry that could lead himself and the people of God back to sin.  You need to get rid of whatever is keeping you down.  And don’t just put it in your closet for a rainy day.  Get rid of it!  Burn your CD’s if they are hindering your heart from the truth of Christ, get your TV out of your room if its blocking you from a pure mind for Christ, tear yourself away from your friends who influence you to not live whole-heartedly for Christ, end your sinful dating relationship, get your parents to put a password on your computer, and be honest with them about your sin!  The choice is either we burn our sin or our sin will eventually burn us as we’re cast into hell if we live for sin and not Jesus.

23:21-23.  Josiah restored the Passover which points us to our life in the body of Christ and being a part of a church and taking the Lord’s Supper with them.

23:28-30.  Here’s something hard to swallow.  Josiah ends up dying in battle.  He seemed like such a real-life hero.  He might have even seemed like the Messiah to the people of Israel.  In fact, years later the king of Babylon (Nebuchadnezzar) came in and completely defeated and captured Judah.  They captured the king of Judah and cut his eyes out, but before they did they slaughtered his sons before his own eyes.  They bound him in chains and took them off to Babylon.  They burned God’s house, the kings house, and all the Israelite’s houses.  They broke down the walls around the city, and absolutely demolished the place.  They then took all the people and exiled them...scattering them to Babylon.  

This sounds so dark, so depressing, and such a morbid way of ending an entire book.  But here’s the point: sin leads to destruction.  It leads the destruction of families where they are torn apart.  It leads to the destruction of lives where people are depressed and enslaved.  And what is the answer?  The answer is: God’s Book…the BIBLE!  The Bible is God’s Word.  The Bible points us to Christ.  We don’t know ANYTHING about God apart from the Bible.  It teaches us how to view Him, how to love Him, how to trust Him, how to obey Him, and how to live for Him.  We need God’s Word to be preached to us and taught to us like tonight.  We need to sing God’s Word back to God because it’s truths praise Him.  We need to discuss God’s Word in small group settings like we do every Sunday morning.  We need to take weekends like DNOW and say that God’s Word is more important to me than any game, any competition, any trip, anything that my school is doing, anything that my team is doing, or anything that my friends are doing.  WE ABSOLUTELY NEED GOD’S WORD IN OUR LIVES TO LIVE FOR HIM!  We need to read God’s Word daily.  If you don’t have a Bible, we will give you one FOR FREE tonight.  We desperately want you to have God’s Word accessible for you so that His Word can fill up your life, point you to Christ, transform you to be more like Christ, and make you more passionate to share Christ with others.  

2 PETER 1 – God’s written Word is more important than His spoken Word!

