Title:
Because You’re Mine, I Walk the Line

Intro: 
Logan Prayer.  
Need:
We need to think about prayer!  
We are growing numerically, in knowledge, witness, passion, serving, in giving our lives, but are we growing spiritually and closer to Jesus?  

TRUTH:  God powerfully works through our prayers!

OT:
David dies.  Solomon takes over.  Builds temple.  Places Ark.  Prays dedication.


Then when everyone is done speaking, God speaks to Solomon alone at night.


God starts talking about judgment on His people.  But He gives a way out…


Relationship – God speaks to us thru the Word, we speak to God through prayer


Solomon built it, but God demanded it.  God works through our prayers!


God is real about His discipline.  No water (Spirit), No food (Word), Enemy (Sin)
If my people called by my name…


We are called by His name!  Who calls us?  God does!  Others do!


We are called Christians.  “little christs.”  Don’t take that lightly… Logan, Josh
Why pray?  Does it work?  Prayer to a sovereign God who even ordains us to.

There is no power in prayer!  Its all about Him!!

Because You’re mine….

Humbles themselves…


Must be constantly humbling ourselves if we have God’s name.


Humbling doesn’t mean mistreating and pitying, but bragging on God


Some of you have a problem with pride…and others have a problem with pity


Brag on Jesus, His accomplishments, His life, His rule, His fame, awesomeness


Why don’t I pray?  Pride!  Pastor Don.
Pray and seek my face…


How often/long should we pray?  Like an intermittent cough (1 Thess 5:17)

Pray like you have the swine flu!  Pray until you PRAY (Puritans)

Seeking God’s face is stopping and taking time to get into God’s mind.


Once my nephew Josh ran away.  He was there all the time! Explore God’s face

God really does have a face!  Jesus Christ!!
Prayer lists?  Pray before you read and pray after you read Scripture. Seek Him!
And turn from their wicked ways…


Seeking God’s face in prayer should leave us motivated to turn from our sin!


Do you ever pray and ask God for things without confessing your sin to Him?

Is there a way to pray?  God wants our repentance before He wants our requests!

The only way to walk with Christ is by admitting daily that we are sinners.


Some of you haven’t turned from your wickedness in a very long time.


Others of you never really have.  You’ve tried.  But you can only turn to Jesus!


We are sinners every day and every second. Constantly pray confessions!

The way to pray is Jesus/Gospel-centered prayers.  Pray gospel daily!
Can unbelievers pray to God?
I will hear them from heaven…

Such a cool statement. God of everywhere.  God will hear our prayers all the way there!  He’s up in heaven and can hear your prayers from the earth, from north America, from the USA, from Alabama, from Huntsville area, from your bdroom!
What kinds of prayers will He hear?  Prayers of the repentant!

Forgive their sin…


This is what EVERYONE is looking for.


Everyone is dealing with guilt and shame through:



Silence it, cutting, religion, good time and fun, getting deeper into sin

God will forgive you and purify you!  


Will God forgive you of any sin?  How about every sin?


Humble yourself, put down your pride, pray, confess your sin, turn to Christ!

And heal their land…


God was talking about healing His discipline of drought, famine, and war.

He will protect them and love them, but they have got to live for Him. He will not be taken advantage of!

Today, this means more that God will heal our churches.  Churches heal families.

Churches must truly repent of sin, seek God, and then have powerful ministries!

The more we live for Christ at CBSM, the more powerful our ministry will be!

Its not my ministry…its our ministry!  Catch the vision here!!!  The Vision???
The more your family lives humbly and in confession together, the more your family will be healed.  The more our churches and families will be healed, the more our nation will be healed. They will see the power of our God!
Heal their land…ultimately the land of Canaan.  Now is the church.  Eternally is the new earth.  But our changed lives will change our nation.  God’s promises to Israel do not carry over to America

CHALLENGE:  Walk with Christ daily by constantly talking with Him.

NT:
Matt 26.  Prayer and Sleep

Life:
“because You’re mine, I walk the line” explanation of series
Where are the teens that will say…Jesus, because You’re mine, I WILL walk the line!

