Intro: 
Run back through 2009.  A great year!  Stand up if you’re involved in:


GMAC Conf. @ Southern Seminary


All-Nighter Canceled due to swine flu


Student Life Camp at Lookout Mountain, GA


BASIC trip to Detroit


ADVANCE trip to San Diego


Back to School Bash


HarvestFEST Student Night


DNOW


Going to Ski Trip 2009


Saved?  Baptized?  Called to Ministry?  Life was changed?

Need:
Missions, Worship, Salvations, Baptisms, Discipleship, and Changed lives are only made possible by the power of the Word of God.  Notice how everything that was successful was a success because of the Word of God presented.  Everything that failed, failed because of the Word of God poorly presented.  How would your life look different if you studied, meditated, and obeyed this powerful Word daily?

OT:
God created the world, the world rebelled against Him and became sinful.  God then called a nation to Himself through one man, Abraham.  The nation grew, was captured and enslaved, was freed, was given a promised land of their own, and made it their through a desert journey.  Once there, they fell back into heinous sin, God disciplined them by splitting their nation into two kingdoms.  The northern kingdom Israel was conquered, captured, and carried away to Assyria in 722 B.C.  The southern kingdom Israel was conquered, captured, and carried away to Babylon in 586 B.C.  The southern kingdom loved God more.  God is calling them back.  The Persians conquer the Assyrians 50 years later.  God calls the nation of Israel back to their home land through Cyrus the Persian ruler.  50,000 of them return.  What that journey might have looked life (Elf movie clip) God is now raising up a leader back in Babylon to take more back with him.

God’s people as a nation falls into sin, so God disciplines them by having a foreign country (Babylon) conquer them, capture them, and carry them away into exile and slavery.  Now, 50 years later they are freed by their oppressors to go back to Israel, their home land.  50,000 of them return.  Ezra stays back, and tries to bring more with him.  Let’s listen in…

Ezra 7:1 - 6


Ezra is the grandson of Hilkiah.  (love the Word for your future fam)



Ezra went up from Babylonia.  (you must leave the world to love Word)



Ezra was a scribe.  (love the Word by treating it cautiously)



Ezra had God’s hand  (if you want God to work, love His Word)


Ezra 7:10



Ezra set his heart to study the Law of the Lord, to live it, and to teach it!



This should be your 2010 New Years Resolution!



What would our student ministry look life if we did this?


Ezra 7 – 10

Ezra now has been given written permission by the king of Persia to return back to Jerusalem with more of the exiles for this revival.  Do you remember how many went back with Zerubabbel the first time?  50,000!  Do you know how many went back with Ezra?  2,000!  Think about these two thousand.  They rejected the first time, but Ezra preached hard, he really challenged them, and they finally returned to the Lord.  Is that you?!
Do you know what he had to preach.  This is crazy.  He had to preach interracial marriage.  I know there is a student in here that is going through great persecution in her school because she is separating from the world and from the world’s lifestyle.  I say this to her and to you…  He had to preach it to the men of Israel.  He preached it because he studied the Word of God and became very convicted over his own sin and the sin of God’s people.  The book of Ezra says that he and the people of God trembled at the Word of God because of their faithlessness.  Ezra says that they have been shown mercy from God’s judgment for a brief time (Ezra 9:8), and they must take advantage of it.  They confessed their sin, wept bitterly, and the 2,000 of them returned to Israel together.  
So this is my last challenge to you this year…LOVE GOD’S WORD!  There is a secret to this.  Its all going to come together right here for you.  Here’s the hidden key that opens up all of the mysterious doors in the OT.  You can’t love the Word of God without loving Jesus Christ because He is the Word of God.  You love God’s Word by loving Jesus, and you love Jesus by loving God’s Word.  Romans 10:17 says that faith comes by hearing, and hearing comes from the Word of Christ.  Turn to John 1.

John 1:1

Jesus is the Word of God.


Jesus was there in the beginning (eternal)



Some say that Jesus isn’t eternal, but He was just born.


Jesus was with God (He is a distinct person from the Father)



Some say that God is only one person.


Jesus was God (Jesus Himself is fully God)



Some say that Jesus isn’t fully God, but He’s just a man.

John 1:14




Jesus, fully God, became flesh, fully man, and lived among us.





Some say that Jesus really isn’t a human, but a ghost.





Some say that Jesus’ humanity and divinity stay separate



Jesus had to be fully God because only fully God can fully fix our sin.



Jesus had to be fully God because a mere man cannot live perfectly.



Jesus had to be fully God because a mere man cannot rise from the dead.



Jesus had to be fully man because God cannot be born of a virgin.



Jesus had to be fully man because God cannot be tempted with sin.



Jesus had to be fully man because God wanted to give us an example.

Jesus had to be fully man because God cannot become sin or cursed.

Jesus had to be fully man because God cannot pay penalty for man.

Jesus had to be fully man because God cannot die or shed blood.

Jesus had to be fully man because God wanted Jesus to rule humanity.

God’s Word becoming flesh is much like the Wizard of Oz.  Have you seen that movie?  “Pay no attention to that man behind the curtain!”  

Tonight I just want you to be amazed, to marvel, to be in wonder, to be in awe, to worship, and to love God, His Son, and His Word.  God came to us because we would not go to Him.  God loved us because we hated Him.  God became us, because we would not become like Him.  God saved us because we wanted to kill Him.  Tremble at the glory of Christ, found in His Word, and set your heart tonight to study it, obey it, and teach it.  This is God’s Word.  Jesus is God’s Word!  
