Our first meeting of KTL for the spring semester of 2009 was nothing short of REDICUMAZING!  We have 11 teenage guys who have all agreed to the qualifications of the class.  The qualifications are that each student must either be called into full-time ministry, considering full-time ministry, or definitely wanting to teach the Scriptures in the church while working secularly.  We have guys involved from seniors to 7th graders.  We went around the table and had each guy tell their testimony of God calling them into ministry (or why they believed they should be there) and what part of future ministry they are excited about most.  

In the session we talked about the schedule for the semester.  The purpose of the class is to teach the students how to preach and teach the Word of God for the glory of Jesus Christ which will produce life change in their listeners.  So over the course of several weeks, we will cover one topic at a time that is the structural outline of a sermon.  The necessary elements of a sermon structural outline are…

Week 1: Focus the Text 1 – Learning a Christocentric hermeneutic.

Week 2: Focus the Text 2 – Continuing a Christocentric hermeneutic.

Week 3: Story the Text – Preaching narrative for every listener. 

Week 4: Truth the Text – Discovering the instruction.

Week 5: Apply the Text – Discovering the life application.

Week 6: Point the Text – Pointing every text to the person and work of Christ.

Week 7: Illustrate the Text – Telling a life story to connect the text to life.

Week 8: Introduce the Text – Kicking off the text to build attention and need.

Week 9: Close the Text – Concluding the sermon and calling for life change.

Week 10: Preach the Text – Speaking in such a way to engage every listener.

These sermon structure elements are in order of importance, not in order of where they will be in the sermon.  The actual sermon order of these elements are Introduce, Truth, Illustrate, Apply, and Close.  


We then went over the book that we were reading as a group together.  The book is “God’s Big Picture” by Vaughn Roberts which is all about how to see all of Scripture pointing to Christ and His Kingdom.  Roberts had been greatly affected by the theology of Graeme Goldsworthy who is an expert at reading the Bible to see Christ as the center of every character, story, verse, etc.  We’re reading that book together as a class so that the students can hear, read, and understand a Christocentric hermeneutic from someone different than me.  


Lastly, I announced our 4 student preachers for the semester.  Two of our seniors and two of our juniors will be preaching through the book of Judges during the month of April.  We’ll study the book of Judges as we move through all of our weeks so that they won’t have to do any extra study.  Rather, they’ll just have to keep up and see their personal passage through Judges and how it applies to what they learn each week.  Its going to be an amazing semester that I’m so stoked to get it rolling!

