Intro:
Cities I’ve been to.  NYC, Boston, Detroit, LA, Dallas, London, DC, Miami

Huntsville statistics


NYC never sleeps?, Can’t find a thing in Boston, Detroit is the worst ever!


New Years Eve in NYC, parting the crowd and chanting my name…

Need:
We live in a great city Huntsville:  (I remember coming here 13 and 4 years ago)

3rd smartest city in the nation…which explains all your astronomical ACT scores
3rd leading city in the nation for technology…which is why we use facebook, youtube, iTu
Top 10 places to live in the nation…I would have to agree bcause zaxbys, chicfila, rosies
2nd best place to grow up…I wouldn’t know…but yall seemed to turn out pretty good
3rd best place to spend New Years Eve…I have no idea what this about.  Blast a rocket and explode it in outer space without me knowing?
We live in a great city that is impacting both our nation and our world.  We can have an impact on our city now and for the future.  We can have an impact on our world as the world watches Huntsville.  Get passionate about your church and your city!  Our city needs to be changed.  Less than 10% of teenagers go to church in our city!  
Truth:
You can change your city and the world through Christ and His church!

OT:
Review quickly with CBSM in 2010, Persecution, Priorities, and now City

11:1-2
God’s focus was on the city of Jerusalem



He wanted there to be a concentrated effort of His people there 4 worship



In the city is culture, technology, inventions, media, pooling resources, etc


He put all of His key leaders there.  Only 1 out of 10 could live there. lots?
Let’s keep living and leading for Christ to make a great impact on our world!  How can we do this?  Keep personally worshipping Christ and publically living Chirst-like!  Share with everyone…from complete nerd, to jock, to valedictorian.  Most of these nerds will be the bosses one day!  (Ronny Hill)


11:3-4
God’s focus was on the leaders who willingly moved into the city



This is the list of leaders that God moved into the city

We’ve told you before we’re unashamedly all about numbers, but we’re also all about individuals…  We want to watch you very closely



Here at CBSM, God has graciously blessed us with tons of LEADERS



10%, 80%, 10% rule.  Some might think…I’m not a leader!


Best def of Leadership: following Christ and bringing others with you



In CBSM: everyone is trained to be a leader (taught and challenged)


Worship, Relationships, Service 



We teach you the whole Bible and all of doctrine if no Bible college



Youth leadership camp: we teach these kids deep stuff like theology!



You’ve given and education, being equipped, and given an opportunity



These are leaders like Nehemiah…not going into ministry, but into world


12:1-7
God’s focus was on the priests ministering to the city


They are the ones called to minister to the Lord, the temple, and the people

These are leaders like Ezra.  The Nehemiah’s minister in the world and bring them into the church.  The Ezra’s minister to them in the church and send them out into the world for Christ.  



Long before I got here, God had already started this process of ministers



Extraordinary amount of students who are called and will be called



If you’re not called…don’t go!  You’ll be missing out on something better
God doesn’t call more godly, gifted, spiritual, or special…He calls the dumb and lame to confuse the wise

I’m so thankful God has been gracious to call ministers from us.  

We work long and hard hours to train them…in case God starts them now
Our last KTL meeting…
We must be faithful NOW to what God calls us to later: church, college.  KTL guys will be preaching in April.  KTL girls will be teaching the kids Amazing…a church changing our city that is changing our world!
3 Ways from Nehemiah to become a better leader:


12:27-30  Dedicate your life and work to Christ


First way to become a better leader, dedicate your life and work to Christ



Impact your city which impacts our world



Nehemiah dedicated so that everyone understood it was by God



Everyone wants to be bragged on…except Christians



We are nothing great, but Jesus is everything great



No matter what you’re called to do…  What are you called to?

Dedicate it all to Jesus, do it for Jesus, and give glory to Jesus (not just God).  Be specific!


12:44-47   Serve Jesus in His church


Second way to become a better leader, serve Jesus in His church



The way they served God was through the temple



The way we serve God is through the church



Learn now that Jesus gave you your gifts and abilities to grow His church



Be a part of our SMTs.  Help us think of new ones to suit you.  Serve X!


13:1-3
Clean yourself and your city




Separate from the world (13:1-3)



Clean your temple (get Tobiah out – 13:4-9)



Clean up your dating, relationships, love life (13:23-27)




You will lead with your spouse one day

This is the last day in Israel’s history…nothing else happens biblically before John.  Everything else in the OT is all about going back over what all had happened in OT history…  So let’s just go straight to the end…
REVELATION 21:1-5

God’s focus is a city…for all eternity.  We will live on the new earth and in the new heavens as we worship in the new city of Jerusalem.  God wants us to transform our cities now to look like this city…cities that worship Jesus, follow Jesus, minister for Jesus, dedicate all work for Jesus, and serve Jesus…as He is our King.  Will you be there?

