Title: 
“Way More than Hunks and Hotties”
Text: Esther 1:1 – 2:10

Intro:
You won’t believe this story in Esther


Esther 1:1-9.  Read 1:5-6, 9

After 3 years of ruling, King throws a 180 day party to show off his accomplish…


The last 7 days was a feast for everyone in his kingdom


King gave a feast for all the men in the courtyard garden

Place was decked out (gold and silver couches, pavement of marble, pearls, and precious stones.  The kingdom of bling-dom)  All you can drink…

Queen Vashti gave a feast for all the ladies of the kingdom in the kings’ palace
As we talk about dating, romance, and marriage, we have to take a step back

What is man and woman?  Have you ever stopped to think about it?

Are men and women created equal?  On the count of 3, you will answer…

God says we are created equal (Gen 1:27).  We are of equal worth to God.

Look how they both eat, they both party, they both fellowship, etc.

Some men want to feel superior to women and some women feel superior to men.

Do you feel better or worse than others?  We’re all equal. Together we image God
But yet men and women are also different by design.  

The guys are eating outside.  Hot wings, steak, , turkey legs, hard stuff - root beer. 

The ladies are inside.  Fruit trays and salad bowls. Use utensils. Smoothies.

The guys are laughing loudly, yelling, screaming, making a rucus.  No utensils.
The ladies are gentile, quiet, you can hear soft music in the back ground, giggling

The dudes are all about quantity.  The ladies are all about quality.

God has designed us very differently. Created equal. Designed differently. 
I’m about to show you here why and how God has designed us differently…

Esther 1:10-22.  

Read 1:10-12
On the 7th day the king was super drunk and told his boys to go get his woman-queen so he can show her off to all the fellas of the kingdom.  She was lovely.

Queen Vashti refused to come because the king was drunk and he just wanted to show her off like a piece of arm candy.  She was not drunk off her smoothies.
Notice how men and women are different.  This is a sinful but true example

God created men and women differently because His human double design was to reflect His Trinity Identity, His Gospel Message, and His Awesome Eternity.  

1Cor11:2 God the head of Christ, Christ the head of man, man the head of woman
Eph 5 – when Paul is talking husbands and wives, really Christ and the church

Rev21 – John sees the bride (the church) coming down to be with Christ

God’s earthly picture of all of this is husbands and wives.  Designed w/ diff roles
Men are called to be loving leaders. (because its easy for them to lead)

Like the Father with the Son, and like Jesus with His church

Women are called to be submissive lovers.  (because its easy for them to love)

Like the Son with the Father, and like the church with Jesus

Obviously the King and Queen’s marital relationship is terrible.

He’s a jerk and she won’t listen.

Realize right now who you date is who you will marry.  You’re setting a pattern.

God’s plan is for the man to lead the family and the wife to lovingly follow.

Ladies, you date and marry the wrong guy…you will be lead by someone not following Christ.

Guys, you date and marry the wrong woman…you will lead someone who will not submit to your spiritual leadership because she won’t submit to Jesus either.

And it could totally easily end up in divorce.

WHEN YALL DATE THE WRONG PEOPLE, I FEEL LIKE NEHEMIAH!

We’ve never covered divorce in here before.  Let me give it to you biblically…

God never desires divorce but He does allow it under a couple of circumstances…

· You are biblically allowed to get a divorce if your spouse sexually cheats

· You are biblically allowed to get a divorce if your unbelieving spouse leaves

· You are biblically allowed to get remarried if your spouse sexually cheated

· You are biblically allowed to get remarried if your unbelieving spouse leaves

· You are biblically allowed to get remarried if your spouse dies

Here’s the deal…you don’t want to be with them if they don’t love Jesus.  If God is love, and they don’t love God, then they really truly don’t love you.  Period!
So what happens?  The king fires and divorces Vashti.  Why?  Because if the queen disobeys, then so will all of the women of the kingdom.  
Ladies, be aware...if you date ungodly guys, so will the younger girls here after u

Esther 2:1-18

The king sobers up from his 7 day beer fest and realizes what he has done!

His boys encourage him that it’s a good thing, and assure him they’ll find a queen

They go out to his entire ruled land (from Ethiopia to India) in 127 provinces

They are looking for the most gorgeous most submissive woman in the land…

Just what every man is looking for!  

Esther 2:5-7

In the meantime, Mordecai is raising his little cousin Hadassah because both of her parents have passed away.  Talk here about the plot setting of Esther…
Esther was absolutely gorgeous, but she was way more than just a hottie
Esther was one of the one’s chosen and taken to the king’s palace for the contest
The king had Hegai working for him and taking care of all the contestants

Esther won Hegai’s favor.  Hegai hooked her up with makeup, healthy food, and with 7 young women who would assist her (makeup, wardrobe, and manners).  
Ladies: be attractive.  Simply look your best.  God has created you beautifully!

Makeup, eat healthy, and find friends and hold each other accountable

They literally spent 6 months each on spa (skin) and spices (smell)

Jesus’ and attraction for His bride.

Who we are to be attracted to…and how we are to attract them…

The king had a date pretty much every night of the week for 10 straight months

Esther walked in…and the contest was over.  He put the crown on her head.

She was so attractive to him. Her beauty. Her gentle and quiet spirit. 

Jesus is attracted to His bride, but not in a “hot way.” He’s attracted because of her godliness.  The church is the image of God through Christ.

She became queen. 
Date with that in mind.  One day, God’s spouse is going to walk in…and its all going to be over.  They say…you’ll just know it.  
Don’t waste your time with the wrong ones.  The love bug has bitten CBSM.  Don’t be in relationships if you’re not going to marry that person.  
You will be better prepared for a marriage by being in the least relationships
Its not as much like preparing for a ballgame as much as it is a piece of tape…
The weirdest part about this book is the silence of God in all this…
The silence of God in my own dating life…

Why would God have a single youth pastor over you?

Be patient.  Trust God.  Don’t take matters into your own hands.  
Wait on God’s spouse for you in God’s timing.  
Don’t sacrifice the future to have the present.  
God’s good is far better than just the best you can do for yourself.
