Title: 
For the Love: Way more than villains and heroes

Text:
Esther 2 – 10

Intro:
Shooting at Discovery – we don’t know the motive

Shooting at UAH – we know motive


How could someone kill someone else knowing they’ll lose their life for it?

Need:
There is an evil, diabolical plot out there by a murderer…who is after your faith, your future, your future family, and your future home.  This murderer is in your life, knows where you live, knows where you sleep, listens to your every phone call, watches everywhere you go, etc.  Listen up!

Esther:
King kicks Queen out of the Palace, looks for a new woman

They hold a modern day Bachelor contest, Esther wins


Mordecai hears of plot to kill the king.  Tells Esther.  King is saved.  Recorded!


King promotes Haman.  Mordecai won’t bow at the gate.  Edict to annihilate Jews


Mordecai mourns. Esther prods. Esther warned. Esther fasts.


Esther enters courts. King spares her life. Kings requests.  Esther feast


Haman goes home bragging. Wife’s idea. King insomnia. Reads book.


Haman enters court. King asks. Haman answers. Haman honors Mordecai.


Haman runs home crying. Wife’s warning. Esther’s feast. 


King asks. Esther tells. King leaves. Haman cries. King returns. Haman dies.


Mordecai honored. Esther asks. King allows. Jews saved. Jews kill enemies. 

Notice how God was in total control over 

Esther being picked out

Esther being chosen for marriage

Esther being in the king’s good graces and places

Esther raised by Mordecai (a righteous man)

Mordecai at front gate hearing the plot

Mordecai not bowing down to Haman

Mordecai being recorded in the books

Esther not being killed

Mordecai being honored

Jews being saved (what Satan wants)

Haman being killed

Mordecai being honored more

God did all of this for the love of His people.

Why does God love us so much?  

God loved His people to bring about His Son.  God loves us to bring glory to His Son.

God loves His Son more than He does us.  God loves God.  We love God more than ppl.

Look at how this love story, this story of marriage, plotting for murder, etc is for the love of Christ.  Our love stories, our love life have to ultimately be For the Love of Him!  Let me show you how:

1. Attraction: Be attracted to godly opposite sex only.

2. Ask Out: Guys, ask the girl out.  (Ladies, you can make yourself known in this)

3. Move Slow: Get into relationships slowly, break-up quickly

4. Guy/Spiritual Leadership: Guys, be the leader in the relationship by picking the places to go out, asking her what she wants, making the decisions on the dates, romancing her in that way, taking care of her and not advantage of her.  Get to know her.  Talk to her.  Study the Word and pray together.  Guys, you need to lead in this.  Pick a passage together.  Read it separately.  Talk about it together (on phone).  Daily!  Pray day.  Talk about weekly sermons.  Talk about small groups.  Talk about what God is doing in your life.  Talk about spiritual things.
5. Family: Get to know the family.  You’re not just dating the person, you’re dating the family.  You’re not just marrying the person, but you’re marrying their family.  The better you get to know their family while dating, the better your marriage will be.  

6. Real Conversation: Talk about things that count.  Talk about who you want to be.  What you want to do.  What kind of husband/wife you want to be.  What kind of parenting you want to do.  How you want to be involved in the church.  

7. Pray Continually: Pray about the relationship constantly about whether or not God wants you together, and whether or not He wants you to have a future.

8. Give Freedom:  Give each other a lot of freedom to cheat.

9. Get Engaged:  Get engaged for a short time.

10. Get Married, Have Babies:  Get married and love each other as Christ loves the church.

