Subject: CBSM weekly SS small group leaders email
Hey CBSM SS Small Group Leaders!
 
Everything you need for this Sunday to lead a life-application discussion for Christ is up on the blog (www.storylineframework.com).  There you will find the sermon in written form, the mp3, my sermon notes, etc.  Those should be the big helpers for you.  Actually, the NUMERO UNO big helper for you is that you personally read the chapters for yourself!  God’s Word always trumps everything else.
 
The quick summary of the passage: God is back-tracking His story with Esther.  Most scholars say her time period is between the returns to Jerusalem of Zerubbabel and Ezra.  The people of Israel are in Babylon, but Babylon has since been overtaken by Persia.  King Ahasuerus of Persia gets ticked at his Queen Vashti, divorces her, and kicks her out of the castle.  The kings boys go on a huge search for his next queen.  They gather up all the fairest ladies of the land, and hold an ancient Bachelor contest.  After 10 months, Esther wins.  The man who raised Esther was Mordecai, her older cousin.  As she’s Queen, Mordecai hears of a plot to kill the king, Mordecai tells Esther, Esther tells the King, and his life is saved.  The King then promotes Haman to be his second man in charge of the kingdom.  Haman HATES Mordecai because Mordecai won’t bow to him, so Haman devises a plan to annihilate all the Jews, Mordecai’s people.  Mordecai tells Esther.  Esther approaches the King and serves him and Haman a huge feast.  The King asks what Esther wants.  She said she’d tell him the next day.  Haman goes home, brags to his family of all his accomplishments, and he decides to hang Mordecai the next day.  In the meantime, the king can’t sleep that night so he gets his boys to read him the book of all the good things done for him.  The reread the story of Mordecai saving his life, and he remembers that they never honored him.  Basically the next day, the king tells Haman to hang Mordecai (just as Haman was about to hang him).  Haman honors Mordecai, and then runs home crying to his wife who says he’s pretty much a dead man.  Esther then holds one more feast with the King and Haman, she tells the King that Haman is trying to kill her and all her people, and the King hangs Haman on the same gallows Mordecai was to be hung on.  Esther gets the King to reverse the edict of all the Jews being annihilated, the Jews are saved, Mordecai is put in Haman’s spot, and God saved His people once again.
 

A few quick application questions:
What is the whole storyline of the passage?  
What characteristics of Christ do you see foreshadowed through the person of Nehemiah?
What elements of the gospel (God's grace, God's judgment, man's sin, blood substitute sacrifice, resurrection, Lordship, faith, repentance)?
How does this storyline apply to your life for the glory of Christ?

Have you ever made the connection in the Murderer behind the shooting at Discover, the Murderer behind the shooting at UAH, the Murderer behind the baby killing when Jesus was born, the Murderer behind Haman and the Jews, and the Murderer that is out there lurking to destroy your faith, your future family, your future home, etc?  Why don’t we take Satan the Murderer as serious who wants to kill our future…as we do murderers we see in “real life”?
What did you think about the long “Storytime with Pastor Chip” this past Wednesday?  How is your thinking changing when it comes to the importance of the stories in the Scriptures that God uses to change our lives into Christ?

What were your thoughts on Pastor Chip’s rant toward our guys and their need to stand up against culture, and sin, and the status quo?  Ladies, how can you be patient to wait for a guy like this?  Guys, how can you become a guy like this?  What parts of culture do guys need to stand up to and not bow down in worship of Satan?
What were your thoughts on Pastor Chip’s talk about how God is not kidding around in 1 Peter 3 and Ephesians 5 when talking about the ladies needing to have a gentle and quiet spirit, and wives need to be submissive to their husbands?

Pastor Chip talked about how God orchestrated the entire historical story of Esther FOR THE LOVE of His Son.  God saved His people because they were the ones who He called to bring about His Son through birth.  God saves His people today because we are the ones who bring about the glory of Christ.  God loves us supremely, but God loves His Son even more.  God loves God over people.  That is our pattern.  We must love God more than others.  We love others, but God more!  So, in what ways do teens today love people more than God, and how can yall change this?
Ok, here’s what you’ve been waiting for.  A 10 step process from relationships to marriage.  Remember, relationships aren’t about dating, but they’re about marriage.  Here’s the 10 steps to discuss in detail with your students!

1. Attraction: Be attracted to godly opposite sex only.

2. Ask Out: Guys, ask the girl out.  (Ladies, you can make yourself known in this)

3. Move Slow: Get into relationships slowly, break-up quickly

4. Guy/Spiritual Leadership: Guys, be the leader in the relationship by picking the places to go out, asking her what she wants, making the decisions on the dates, romancing her in that way, taking care of her and not advantage of her.  Get to know her.  Talk to her.  Study the Word and pray together.  Guys, you need to lead in this.  Pick a passage together.  Read it separately.  Talk about it together (on phone).  Daily!  Pray day.  Talk about weekly sermons.  Talk about small groups.  Talk about what God is doing in your life.  Talk about spiritual things.

5. Family: Get to know the family.  You’re not just dating the person, you’re dating the family.  You’re not just marrying the person, but you’re marrying their family.  The better you get to know their family while dating, the better your marriage will be.  

6. Real Conversation: Talk about things that count.  Talk about who you want to be.  What you want to do.  What kind of husband/wife you want to be.  What kind of parenting you want to do.  How you want to be involved in the church.  

7. Pray Continually: Pray about the relationship constantly about whether or not God wants you together, and whether or not He wants you to have a future.

8. Give Freedom:  Give each other a lot of freedom to cheat.

9. Get Engaged:  Get engaged for a short time.

10. Get Married, Have Babies:  Get married and love each other as Christ loves the church.

What prayer requests can you think of to pray for yourself, your small group, and CBSM specifically from this lesson as a whole?

 

Your SS small group should be centered around these three questions which your students should be able to answer from their reading, their attendance on Wednesday, and their previous knowledge of the passages.  I would encourage you to give EQUAL TIME to each of the questions!  So save time to talk much about Jesus and life application!  Or you can just go through the story and intermix Jesus and life application all the way through.  

 

Question 1: What is the story of the passages?  
 
Question 2: How do the passages point us to Christ?
 
Question 3: How do the passages apply to our lives?  
 

Yes, we need to ask these questions every Sunday because we want them to be thinking these three simple questions for every devotion, for every sermon, for every conversation, etc.  These are the big 3!  

 

Can you ask other questions?  Absolutely you can!  In fact, I would encourage you to think of some good application question that would apply specifically to your group.  These questions will be much different for the 7th grade girls than the 12th grade guys!

 

Here is a general outline of your class that I think would be very beneficial!
1. Listen: Let your class talk a few minutes and just listen to them, listen to their weekend, listen to their lives, listen to their week…listen to their hearts. 

2. Prayer: Ask for prayer requests before you start the discussion. 

3. Accountability: Ask your class if they did their Bible reading, how their prayer life went this week, who they’ve witnessed to, and about their relationship with Christ. 

4. Discussion: Ask the BIG 3 QUESTIONS along with other questions that sparked in your mind during your reading.  Don’t be afraid if they get off track a little.  Listen to where their minds and conversations are going, and try to take a wide facilitating turn back to the Word. 
5. Prayer: Ask for prayer requests again, but this time ask them to be specifically from what you’ve studied and discussed that morning.  Ask how yall can be praying for each other, and how yall can be praying for the student ministry through the passages.  And take time to pray together!
 

That should easily take up 45 to an hour.  If you have any questions…please let me know!  Feel free to refer back to this email often.  Let me know if you have any helpful suggestions for the rest of the teachers.  I’m also attaching a commentary on the book of Judges in case you need it for more answers!

 

Only by His grace,
Chip

www.storylineframework.com 
