Title:  
What is God’s will for my life?

Text: 
Psalm 37:4, Proverbs 16, Proverbs 3:5-6, Colossians 1, Romans 12

Intro: 
Big Tim camper. Going to MSU.  Two beds.  Tickets!  Got saved. God’s will.

I hear the top 2 questions for Christian teens are “Saved?” “God’s will?”
Prob:
Don’t understand God’s will



Not perfect, permissive, and sinful (A, B, X)



Not a peace in my heart



Not a game God is playing



Not a buried treasure


Not a puzzle to solve



Not a mystery we just have ot accept



Its not an assignment we won’t like – not a downer.


Don’t want to do God’s will…we want to do our own will



That is like a 2 year old toddler left alone to live her own life…



Jody following me in the car….Where are you?



Rivals to God’s will: I want to feel that, have that, and be that




Lust of the flesh, lust of the eyes, and the pride of life.

Def:
God’s will is His desired plan.

God’s 3 Types of Wills:

God’s eternal will: This is what we studied last week.  These are God’s decrees.  They are always done.  This is from creation to eternity.  This is God sovereignly creating the universe.  This is God leading Israel out of Egypt and parting the Red Sea.  This is God sending Jesus to die and rise again.  This is Jesus raising Lazarus from the dead.  This is Jesus blinding Paul and saving Him.  This is Jesus returning to the earth, setting back-up shop, and reigning forever as King!  This is God throwing Satan into hell forever.  This is God raising us from the dead to live with Christ and for Christ on the new earth for all eternity!   This is what Job meant by, “God, your will cannot be thwarted/stopped” (Job 42:2).

God’s moral will (95%):  God’s moral will is His biblical commands for our personal holiness (1 Thess 4:3).  God’s will is more about Jesus’ glory than our happiness.  But at the same time, nothing is more fulfilling than doing God’s will for your life.  We will be happiest.  We need to think more about DOING God’s will than being IN God’s will.  God’s will is more of are we living for Christ today and moment by moment than what is God’s plan for me years from now.  

God commands us in His Word to repent and be saved in Christ, to be biblically baptized after you’re saved, to join and participate in a church, to love your family, to grow in knowledge of His Word and life, to serve Him, to share the gospel with others, to live in sexual purity (1 Thess 4:3).  God’s overall will (desire) and plan for our lives is to believe in Christ, give our lives to Him through the gospel, and be made holy in Him and like Him.  

God’s individual will (5%):  Psalm 138:8 says the Lord will accomplish what concerns me.  Romans 12:1-2 – discern God’s will.  You can’t live or know God’s individual will for your life without pursuing God’s moral will for your life.  Why would God lead you to His individual will for you that has not been revealed if you won’t follow His already revealed moral will.  God’s individual will for our lives is not a buried treasure, its not a mystery, its not a hunt, a game, or a puzzle.  God’s individual will for our lives is simply following Jesus on a journey, and Him leading us to where we need to be going and what we need to be doing and where we need to be staying.  God doesn’t often tell us this part of His will.  There is very little in the Bible about His personal will.  We aren’t told in the Bible to seek God’s will.  If we’re really seeking after God, He won’t let us veer off course.  Seek first the kingdom of God (Matt 6:33).  God has ultimately made us for the conformity into His Son and not the right major/career.  We are more concerned about Christ than about our own selves!  Jesus is our priority, and God will take care of the rest.  

I know most teenagers are wondering about their individual wills: what your job is going to be (first for guys), who you are going to marry (first for girls), what you’re going to major in, and where you’re going to go for college.  How do we figure out what God wants?  Figure out what is best, and then go for it wholeheartedly!  Indecisiveness is not spiritualness!

DO WHATEVER YOU WANT! (Psalm 37:4, 1 Corinthians 7:39)


by obeying the gospel,


by studying the Scriptures. 2nd sense. 75 hours to read Bible. Media?

by seeking God in prayer.  James 1:5.  Student not praying

by getting godly counsel.  Older/wise ppl. Pastors. Parents. SS leaders

by using godly wisdom.  Get best info on options


Major and Job:  Love Christ, and do what you love to do most for Him. Serve!


College:  Not specific.  Pray. Weigh options. Get counsel. Don’t freak. Go! Serv


Marriage and Family: Once married, that is the one.  But dating: Opposite sex!  

A believer!  Somone who brings out the spiritual best in you.  Scripture doesn’t talk about the One (1 Cor 7:39).  We can be happy with a # of people.  Do they fit biblical criteria?  Do you like them?  Attracted to them? Will they be a godly spouse, a godly parent, and do they match up with your plans? 

When God’s will has not been revealed…remain faithful!

Christ:  Not my will, but your will be done (Luke 22:39-46)

CS Lewis with the Mud and the Beach: It would seem that Our Lord finds our desires not too strong, but too weak. We are half-hearted creatures, fooling about with drink and sex and ambition when infinite joy is offered to us, like an ignorant child who wants to go on making mud pies in a slum because he cannot imagine what is meant by the offer of a holiday at the sea. We are far too easily pleased.
