Intro: 
Getting pulled over for kidnapping…

Need: 
This passage is about praying to be saved from your enemies.


Do you know who your most dangerous enemies are?


Are you praying for safety from them?

OT:
Title – It’s a song by King David about being saved from enemies (Saul, nations, Absolom).  


18:1-3
iWorship in Prayer: This first section is David worshipping God in His prayers.  His prayers are all about God!  He prays because He loves God.  Just as Jesus talks about loving Him and obeying His commands, one of His commands is to pray to Him.  So what if all your love for Christ was measured by your prayer life?  How often do you tell God that you love Him in prayer?


Secondly, David is worshipping God in His prayers by praising God for who He is and what He’s done.  David says that God is his ROCK.  All of these actually seem to portray God as David’s rock.  A rock is a mountain, not pebble.


Call up on the Lord.  Like calling up spirits and calling on them to act.  Like calling on movie superheroes to save the day.  We are worshipping God by calling on Him to take care of our struggles that we cannot.  Even King David the man after God’s own heart had to cry out to God often in His life!

TRUTH: God powerfully RESPONDS to our prayers.


HOW GOD REACTS TO OUR PRAYERS:



18:4-5
We are in a dire situation that only God can fix.  

God hears David’s prayers because He hears Jesus’ prayers.  David is the super-picture of Christ in the OT.  He is foreshadowing Christ, and we are following after Christ.  God is showing us what is going on with David physically so we have a better understanding of what is going on with us spiritually.

18:6  How God hears our prayers.  God hears from His temple…hears from      Christ.  Bat-spot-light.  Spidey sense.  Superman super sense of hearing.


18:7-12  This is what happens.  Don’t feel God??  Poetic salvation from enemies.  SALVATION!!


We believe in a gospel that calls us to be in prayer to our God.  We are saved to pray!

NOW JUST SIT BACK AND LISTEN AND ENJOY HEARING HOW GOD RESPONDS TO OUR PRAYERS:


18:13-30  Explain the prayers of the righteous


18:31-42  God accomplishes great things not just for us but also through us


18:43-45  God answered the prayers of David about relationships

18:46-50  Praise God at the end of your prayers.  Worship Him!  Worship Him in front of everyone.  Worship Him everywhere…before the nations!  Let it drive you to missions.  God brings salvation to His King, Jesus Christ at the cross…and to us all of His offspring forever!

CHALLENGE: Pray in such a WAY and pray for specific requests that worship Jesus.

This means our most important prayers are prayers of salvation, worship, confession, and repentance from sin.  These may just be our least common prayers.  These are the types of prayers that are offered to God to be delivered from our enemies.

We can make prayer very complicated.  P.R.A.Y from Luke 11 and A.C.T.S of prayer.

Here’s a way to integrate your Bible reading list, your prayer journal, etc.

Pray before you read. 

Read and mark it up.

Read back through marks and pray them.


This way your prayer lists and journals won’t get stale and repetitious.


In this way your prayers are more Word-centered and relational with God.

Also pray for and in the name of Jesus.  We come to God through Christ, and we come to God for the glory of Christ!

Conclusion:  I want you to stand and pray…

