Intro:  Football game with bands

Need:
Worship music in church is like fight songs and victory chants

· We are the champions, my friend

I’m afraid, some of you don’t engage in worship singing.  (New students)

I’m afraid, some of you get bored with worship singing.  (CBSM students)

I’m afraid that some of you do engage and don’t get bored but wrongly sing

· This aint Capshaw’s Got Talent!

Girls: emotion, romanticism, relational, Disney princess dreams

Guys:  not girlie, singing to a warrior-king, fight songs, victory chants

OT:
Exodus 14

You must be saved by Jesus to worship Jesus.  God just saved them from slavery in Egypt.  He leads them through the wilderness.  And then they find themselves backed-up against the Red Sea with ticked-off Pharoah and his men pursuing to kill them for leaving.  A cloud of dust and thunderous horse feet are heading their way.  They are wondering “What have we done?  We left food, water, and jobs to die out here?  What kind of a God have we followed?  Any God at all?  Just Moses?  

The Red Sea incident is one of the clearest signs of salvation in all the Bible.  Out of God’s grace, He saves His people from the slavery of His evil enemies, He does so through a Passover Lamb, they follow His leadership/Lordship out of their faith for His provision.  So where Israel is…is where so many believers find themselves. They are backed up against the Sea.  They are stuck.  God led them there.  They have no way out.  “Nice work, God.  We really appreciate it.  Are you really powerful enough?  Are you really loving enough?”  And so we doubt God right before He works His super awesome miracle in our lives.  God brings us to those places to show us His glory, to make His name great…not ours!   

God does work His miracle.  He opens up the Red Sea.  He saves His people through it.  He destroys His enemies.  His enemies are evil slave masters.  The enemies that God destroys in our lives are not other people, but they are our evil slave-masters…Satan and his demons.  We must remember this…sin is our enemy…not just what we miss out on!  

So watch this.  God saves them from their enemies.  And what they naturally end up doing is worshipping Him….by singing!  This is incredible.  Singing songs of worship is something that is natural for every real Christian.  If our lives have been moved by the gospel…delivered, Passover Lamb, Lordship, repentance, and faith…then God moves us to sing.  

TRUTH: Every real Christian naturally worships Jesus with SINGING.
Our whole series wraps up in this idea: Jesus, humanity, church, singing, emotion, the Word, prayer, confession, and missions.

Our singing:

· not like a musical where everything is just happy

· But more like victory chants.  We sing about the victory Jesus has won!

· More like fight songs.  We sing about how we’re going to fight for Him!

· So our singing is first and foremost exalting of Jesus!

· I know churches that…

Listen to how their song EXALTS Jesus….

That’s what we seek to do at CBSM every Wednesday.  We’re not just doing church.  We’re not playing games.  We’re not just getting a cool band to get more students in.  Rather, this is one of the main ways that God has commanded us to worship Jesus…and this is one of the ways that God drives our desires to worship Jesus.  Through songs that EXALT Him!  

· What we go through every week to create this worship experience

When you sing or don’t sing, remember that you are making a conscience decision to obey God or not to EXALT Jesus His way or not!

Worship on a Sunday…

Worship every day:  We need to listen to music that EXALTS Christ!

· Top 25 played on your iPod?

· Let your Christian music examine your secular music

· Don’t cheat with God’s music…like we did in football.  Its meant for Him first!

· I didn’t do this very well when I first came here.  Christian rap and gospel.

· Sing in such a way that EXALTS Him.  We take care of the lyrics, yall take care of the passion!

· Worship wars vs. Exalting Christ (learn to worship with diff style/instruments)

CHALLENGE:  Worship Jesus by singing to EXALT Him and ENCOURAGE others.
Edifies believers (Col 3:16)

· Worship is not just a “me and Jesus time with closed eyes”

· imagine the student who has had a really rough week

· remind each other gospel

· when you’re in your cars together!

· Look at your neighbor and say “I won’t make fun of you…”

· Girls, look at the guy next to you and say, “I really, really like it when you sing”

· Some say we can’t worhip..

Evangelizes unbelievers (1 Cor 14)

· imagine the student who walks in off the street for first time

Worship in Africa

· The church

· The school

