Intro: Me and a weekend with my parents gone.

Need: Your problem in life may be that you need God to forgive you!

Blessed Are the Forgiven

A Maskil [1] of David.

Context:  This is when David had committed adultery by a booty call with Bathsheba, had Uriah killed, and tried to cover up all of his sin.  David was the King over all Israel.  David was known as “the man after God’s own heart.”  This is the story of when King David fell into real, deep sin, tried to cover it up, finally fessed up, and was fully forgiven!  This Psalm is David recounting of what its like to be forgiven after confession.

32:1 Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. 2 Blessed is the man against whom the Lord counts no iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no deceit.

The sin confessed makes the sinner blessed!  We’ve talked about this before.  To be blessed is to have the favor, the joy, and the life with God!  Psalm 1 opens up with the blessed person is who does not sin.  This Psalm says that the blessed person is also the one who confesses and is forgiven of their sin.  Remember, David is an adulterer and a murderer!
We are NOT going to be perfect.  A lot of times we think we should act that way.  But that is honestly the most terrible way to have a testimony.  If we try to be perfect, then the world has no need for the perfect Jesus.  The world knows we’re not perfect.  So we need to show how we’re forgiven sinners in Christ.  The best way to do that, ask people for forgivness when you sin against them or sin against God in front of them!  
Quick Definitions.  Yall ready to go deep?  Let’s do this!

TRANSGRESSION:  Rebellion (James 4:17)

SIN: Shoot for the target and miss the mark. Rom 3:23

INIQUITY: corrupted, twisted, crooked.  LIFESTYLE

FORGIVEN: Burden lifted off our shoulders. 32:3-4.  Physical affects.  Pain. Groaning. Conviction. Strength.

COVERED: Blood Atonement.  Day of Atonement.  
NO COUNT: Ledger of sin and righteousness Rom 4:7,8

No deceit in spirit means that we aren’t lying to God!  1 John 1:9, 10.  If we say we have no sin, we make God a liar!
3 For when I kept silent, my bones wasted away through my groaning all day long (physical pain). 4 For day and night your hand was heavy upon me (conviction); my strength was dried up [2] as by the heat of summer (depression, exhaustion, melancholy). Selah
5 I acknowledged my sin to you, and I did not cover my iniquity; I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord,” and you forgave the iniquity of my sin. Selah
Stop and think about this. David confessed his sin to God, and God immediately forgave him.  Its as if God was ready to forgive.  Its as if God was saying, Dude what were you waiting on?  Its as if God loves to forgive us of sin.  Its as if God really does hate sin, but He loves to defeat sin in our lives thru forgiveness!  He mentions again: transgression, sin, and iniquity!  His slate was wiped clean!

Let’s talk about how to confess our sin to God.         First, confession is saying “God, you are right.”  Second, confession is saying “God, I am wrong.”  Third, confession is saying “Jesus is Lord.”           Fourth, confession is saying, “God, will you forgive me?”  God cannot forgive sin…apart from the gospel!  Fifth, when God forgives us of our sin…

Confess every sin to God!  Confess every detail to God!  Confess every sin to others you’ve done against them.  7 A’s of confession: Address, Avoid, Admit, Acknowledge, Accept, Altar, Ask.

Look at how immediate and quick God is to forgive!
6 Therefore let everyone who is godly offer prayer to you at a time when you may be found; surely in the rush of great waters, they shall not reach him. 7 You are a hiding place for me; you preserve me from trouble; you surround me with shouts of deliverance. Selah

Confess your sins to God NOW.  Today is the day of salvation!  No one rejects God  for life and accepts Him on their death bed.  

Ladies, God is your hiding place and your protector!
8 I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will counsel you with my eye upon you. 9 Be not like a horse or a mule, without understanding, which must be curbed with bit and bridle, or it will not stay near you.

This is God speaking to David.  Confession is about repentance!

10 Many are the sorrows of the wicked, but steadfast love surrounds the one who trusts in the Lord. 11 Be glad in the Lord, and rejoice, O righteous, and shout for joy, all you upright in heart!

If you are living an unconfessed life, just realize that sadness is surrounding you and will continue to do.  Only those who truly confess their sin to God through Christ are glad, they rejoice, they have a pure heart, and they shout from being so happy!  Everyone else is seeking to feel this way from their sin, but God is telling us that the only way to feel this way is by confessing and turning from our sin…to Jesus!

So FESS UP, MAN UP, and OWN UP!

True biblical worship can only come with CONFESSION!

ROMANS 4 and FAITH ALONE!
