Intro:
World Cup Soccer Juggling Contest:  Ethan vs. Josh.  Jessica vs. Brooke

The World Cup is when all the nations of the world come together for one common goal…to win the world cup.  They compete against each other, all with the exact same goal, the exact same rules, and the exact same thought: to be the best soccer nation in the world. 

That tells us a lot about missions.  The goal of missions is to bring every nation of the world together, but not to compete against each other.  They are to have one thought and one aim, but its not to be the best nation in the world.  Rather, the aim of missions is that every nation in the whole world single-mindedly worships Jesus Christ as Lord and God together!

Need: 
How do you see the other nations?  Do you see them as a Christian or do you see them through the eyes of an American?  We need to be more Christian than we are American!  Americans see the world as less fortunate and as less worthy because they don’t have all the MONEY and things we have.  But Christians see the world as needy because they do not have the spiritual riches of Christ.  Americans see the world as dumb because they are not as EDUCATED as us, but Christians see the world and want them to grow in the knowledge of Christ.  Americans see the world as inferior because they are not as culturally and technologically COOL as we are, but Christians see the world and want their identity to be clothed in Christ and not in coolness.  Americans think they are better, Christians believe they are humble servants.

OT:
Psalm 117:1 “Praise the Lord, all nations!  Extol Him, all peoples!”

The COMMAND of the Nations.  The nations are commanded by God to praise the Lord.  The nations are to PRAISE the Lord.  To praise the Lord doesn’t just meant to say, “Praise the Lord.”  It means to honor, exalt, lift up, and glorify the Lord with our mouths, with our minds, with our hearts, and with our lives.  The nations are commanded to praise the Lord.  The NATIONS here mean all of the different nations of the world.  Whether it be Spain, or Egypt, or China, or Canada, or Brazil, or Venezuela, or Austrailia, or the Ukraine.  God created all of the nations to bring Him praise.  EXTOL means an even higher form of praise…it means crazy praise!  So the nations are commanded to praise God with the most passionate part of their lives.  He is to be their passion!  And then he says to Extol Him, all peoples.  PEOPLES here means all the different people groups within the nations.  Here it would be like the southerners, the Midwesterners, the northern Yankees, and the fruity Californians.  In every country there are different people groups with different language dialects and accents and different cultures and traditions.  Basically God is saying, every single person with their language, culture, and lives are commanded to PRAISE ME because I created you for my own glory!

Adam, Israel, and Jesus…

The CONDITION of the Nations.  There is a huge problem.  The nations are commanded to praise the Lord, but the nations are in a super sinful condition against the Lord.  Psalm 79:1-4 talks about how sinful and defiled the nations are before the Lord, and Psalm 79:5-7 is Israel’s prayer for God to pour out His anger on them.  Why would God allow Israel to talk like this?  Because Israel is not just prejudice against the nations or arrogant towards them like we are.  Israel is getting ATTACKED by the nations!  The nations around Israel are peoples like the Philistines who want to kill them.  They are saying, “God, the nations HATE You and hate Your PEOPLE.  They don’t know you and they don’t call on your name.  They worship false, foreign, demonic gods.  Why not just kill them now?”  The Israelites were exactly right, but they were going through circumstances then that show us today the spiritual battle we’re in.  We are called to go to the nations and fight them…by sharing the gospel with them.  Here is the condition of the nations today:

2.2 billion say they are Christians (31% of the world)

1.5 billion say they are Muslim (21% of the world)

1 billion say they are Hindu (14% of the world)

1 billion say they are Atheist or No Religion (14% of the world)

500 million say they are Buddhist (7% of the world)

15 million say they are Jews (0.2% of the world)

1 million say they are Wicca (.01% of the world)

Around 70% of the world claim they do not and will not follow Jesus!
This is the world God created for His own glory.  This is the world that is commanded to praise Him through Jesus.  And over 2/3’s don’t do it!  

The FUTURE of the nations.  But there is hope!  God gave the Apostle John a vision and a revelation of the eternal future.  He allowed him to see what it is going to look like around the throne of Jesus Christ.  Revelation 7:9-10 says, “After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every NATION, from all tribes and PEOPLES and languages, standing before the throne before the LAMB, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, and crying out with a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne and to the Lamb!”  Wow!  That is saying that ALL of the NATIONS and PEOPLES of the world will be represented around the throne of God and Jesus for all eternity, and they will be PRAISING God for His salvation through Jesus to them!  

The PLAN for the nations.  So then here is the question.  If the nations are in a terrible and sinful condition toward God that the majority reject Christ, but yet God says that there will be a countless multitude of people around His throne praising Him for all eternity, then what can we do to turn the condition into the future?  The plan is MISSIONS!  Missions is God’s plan.  A mission in the aerospace world is “an operation designed to carry out the goals of a specific program.”  God’s program is that He would be praised by all nations and people throughout the entire world, and He calls us to carry out that goal through the program of missions.  God is on a mission, and we are on mission with Him!  

Worship is not just what we do here, worship is also what must be done all over the world!  

Also, missions is not just what is done all over the world, it is also what must be done here!  

The CBSM Plan for Missions:

1. A far away mission trip (San Diego, CA).  Prayerfully an overseas trip next year!

2. A mission trip to train students in evangelism (Detroit, MI)

3. A trip to share the gospel and strengthen us in the gospel (Beach)

(The Beach next year will be both BASIC and the BEACH)

I LOVE how over 100 students went on mission trips with us this summer, but only 25ish are going White Water Rafting!

4. The Fall:  we will have free pizza first Wednesday night of the School year.  Then we will have a Back to School Bash two weeks later to preach the gospel.  Be inviting your unsaved/unchurched friends!  We will be preaching on what it means to be lost & saved.

5. Wednesday Nights:  We share the gospel every Wednesday night for the lost to hear and for the saved to be trained to share it!

6. SMTS: HELLO Ministry and SPREAD are specifically called to be on mission and carry the gospel with them!

7. Several of our students are called to be full-time missionaries, and more of them have surrendered to part-time missions…as all are called!

8. Your youth pastor is on Mission with God as I am trying to get a personal trip to Thailand this fall to minister there for a week.

9. CBSM Small groups.

10. Capshaw is a church on MISSION with Sunday morning worship and family mission trips.

Missions is not an OPTION!  Misisons is one of the most extreme ways that we worship Jesus Christ as our Lord and God.  Jesus told us that He has all authority, and so therefore, we should go into all the world and preach the gospel, baptize them, and teach them to obey Him.   That is Matthew 28 and the GREAT COMMISSION!  Many of us think missions is an option or its just reserved for the highly trained professionals.  No, missions is a command for every Christian!  Missions is a calling for some of you to go full-time with your lives.  Missions is a calling for all of us to take part in part-time.  We often think we can’t go because we don’t have the MONEY for missions, but we say that when we wear enough clothes that week to literally pay for an entire mission trip that we could go on for a week.  I’m encouraging you to surrender to go on mission trips for the rest of your life.  Missions is not just a youth ministry thing.  Missions is an all of our life thing.  I would encourage you to go on a mission trip once a year for the rest of your life.  That will require planning, sacrifices to your schedule, sacrifices to your plans, sacrifices to your wallet, etc.  But we are called to go!


Girls and missions.

Guys and missions.

Our MOTIVATION for the Nations is Psalm 117:2, “For great is His steadfast love towards us, and the faithfulness of the Lord endures forever.”  Do you know what will drive you to go to the nations to tell them about Christ?  Here it is…the GREAT and STEADFAST love of God!  Here’s what we have to understand…WE ARE THE NATIONS!  We are the gentiles in these verses.  We were the ones who were unreached and separate from God because we were not Jews.  Someone had to come to us…but God sent them to us, and now we know the Lord.  Our command was to praise God, our condition was sin, but our future was the throne, and so someone was sent to reach us.  That’s God’s love for us!  There is no Capshaw Baptist Church without someone telling us about the love of Christ!  God’s faithfulness will endure forever.  So because God’s faithfulness towards His gospel endures forever, our missions effort and endeavors should endure forever!  

So, PRAISE THE LORD!  How?  By going to the nations and tell them about the LOVE and FAITHFULNESS of God through CHRIST!

Story:  Cameron Park will tell you that the biggest thing he learned on BASIC was from our bus driver.  Our bus driver, Mr. Floyd Cline, told us to think of evangelism as saving someone from a burning car.  We wouldn’t dare just watch them and not get involved.  In the same way, we need to save people from the fires of hell.  I experienced this one time in Michigan.  We saw a car burning.  A friend of mine, jumped out of our car and ran towards the burning car.  He literally got the family out of the car, and stopped the car from rolling…but I found myself staying back because I didn’t want to get hurt, burned, or even dead.  That was sin on my part.

Corey:  We have a student in our ministry (that doesn’t even know this is coming) that reached out to one of his friends who didn’t know Jesus, and now that friend is saved.  And that friend who was saved wants to share his testimony tonight…

Invitation:  How many of you believe you are called to missions full-time overseas?

How many of you tonight will surrender to the call and go on part-time mission trips for the rest of your life?

How many of you tonight need prayer for passion for missions?

How many of you tonight need prayer for salvation?

How many of you tonight are going to California so we can pray for you?

