Intro:
Man on the Island Story and Questions
Man on the Island Recap: last week
General Revelation: God reveals Himself to everyone, everywhere, at all times, so that they are responsible.


Universalism: everyone goes to heaven, 

Inclusivism: all who believe in something to go to heaven, 

Exclusivism: only those who believe in Jesus go to heaven.

Is Moti IGNORANT about God?  Could God send him to hell and that be fair?  Isn’t he completely IGNORANT of God?  Romans 1:18-25.  Moti knows there is a God, but Moti does not WANT to follow that God, so he makes other gods.  Moti is not an atheist because there is no such thing!  Moti does know there is a God, but Moti does not know about Jesus!

IS MOTI INNOCENT OF SIN?  

This is the most prominent question I’ve been hearing from many of you.  I know these conversations are going around about Moti in your schools.  I love that!  When I ask people about Moti, I mostly hear that Moti goes to heaven because Moti doesn’t know what sin is, and how could he possibly sin?  So is Moti innocent of sin?  Does God not hold him accountable?

First of all, does Moti even know about sin?  He’s never been around people in his life to pick up habits.  He’s never learned anything about law.  He doesn’t have a Bible.  He’s never been taught right from wrong from his parents.  So does he know what right and wrong are?  

Romans 1:14-16.  Gentiles are those who have never heard the law and gospel of God because God originally gave it to the Jews.  When you hear Gentiles, think Moti!  So Moti doesn’t have the law of God written down for him…but he does do what the law requires.  He does know God’s law somehow.  He is a law to himself even though he does not have the law of God written down for him.  How?  He shows that the work of the law of God is written on his heart, his conscience constantly tells him what God’s law is, and his thoughts are constantly excusing or accusing him.  So…Gentiles/Moti know God’s law because God’s law is written on their/his heart.  If you go into any culture around the world that has been unreached by civilized humanity…murder is ALWAYS wrong.  Adultery is ALWAYS wrong.  Stealing is ALWAYS wrong.  Violence to the innocent is ALWAYS wrong.  They’ve never seen the constitution or the bill of rights…or a Bible.  But they know deep down what is right and wrong because they’ve been created in God’s image…and His law is on their heart!

But then you might be thinking.  Chip, are you sure?  Are you positive that everyone knows the difference in right and wrong?  I know people who say there is NO such thing as right and wrong.  That there is NO absolute truth.  You can even think of some people right now who seem to have no CONSCIENCE whatsoever.  All they do all the time is party, they drink, they drug it up, the snort whatever they can get their hands on, the sleep with whoever they can get in bed with, they cheat on every exam, and they steal without even thinking twice about it.  How in the world is God’s law written on their heart?  The question is….what happens when someone gossips about them?  What happens when someone accuses them?  What happens when someone smacks them?  What happens when someone steals from them?  What happens when someone cheats on them?  They get livid…go crazy…and they go ape on whoever did that to them?  Why?  Because they know they’ve been…WRONGED!  They know right and wrong…they just don’t want to do right.  But they expect right to be done to them.  The Gentiles, The Man on the Island, and everyone you know…they know the law of God…its written on their hearts!

Second of all, so is Moti then really a sinner?  What could he possibly doing wrong on an island all by himself?  Who is he gossiping and complaining about?  Is he cussing out koala bears?  Is he…drawing dirty pictures in the sand?  Is he torturing every little bird he can get his hands on?  What can he possibly steal?  Who can he get mad at?  And who can he have sex outsid of marriage with?  What is he doing wrong?

Romans 3:10-18.  Everyone is a sinner before God because everyone is born a sinner!  When I was 5 years old, God led me to be forgiven of ALL my sin and be forgiven in Christ!  Why?  Because I was a horrible sinner!  So what parts of God’s law has Moti really broken?  What has he done wrong?  And done wrong enough that God would send him to hell?  ………We just paused for 5 seconds, and in that pause….we sinned enough to be guilty for an eternity of torment by God in hell.  We are sinners!  Matthew 22:36-40, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, your soul, your mind, and your strength.  And love your neighbor as yourself.”  We did not do that.  Even our smallest of sins are hell-worthy before and all HOLY God!  

My dad has eaten human poop before.  Mexican restaurant.  How much poop would it take in food for you to not eat it?   How little of an amount?  Well even if it has one ounce…you wouldn’t eat it.  Even just one tiny little drop of diarrhea.  No food for you!  Because human feces are so disgusting, we would NEVER let it come near our mouths.  Our sin to God is like human crap to us.  We can’t accept even an ounce.  It is all disgusting.  All and any sin is unacceptable to an ALL HOLY GOD!

How can MOTI sin? Who is he having sex with? Who is he cheating on? What dirty movies is he watching? He's got no internet, no alcohol, no drugs, no one to cuss out, to fight, to hook up with. That's our problem...we think sin is just things we do bad...just a law. But sin is very personal. Sin is anything bad or good that is not done toward the glory of Christ! John 16:8-9. Our righteousness is as filthy rags to God apart from Jesus. We are guilty...trays why we experience shame. Satan shames you, and he is right! Everyone is guilty no matter how good they seem. They aren't living for Jesus which is against the goal of God.

If we say that Moti is really just okay.  He doesn’t know what sin really is.  And there is no real sin that he can commit.  Then we’re just really saying that we’re just really all okay before God.  He’s okay with our sin.  Its no big deal to Him.  But its not like that at all.  Sin is a HUGE deal to an ALL HOLY GOD!

Okay, last question: So I understand that Moti knows what right and wrong are.  He knows sin.  He does sin.  He is a sinner before God.  But let’s say that because Moti knows that…then He would bow His knee before this Creator God and admit that he is a sinner, ask for forgiveness, and seek to follow God as His Lord for the rest of his life.  That is like saying that Satan Himself would do that.  Could you imagine tonight when I call on everyone in the room to repent of sin…that I also call on the demons to do the same thing.  And then I also call on Satan to….raise a claw.  That’s impossible!  That’s no Satan’s nature!  Jesus says in John 8 that all humanity shares the nature of Satan before coming to Jesus.  Moti cannot be saved, he cannot come to Christ, he cannot be forgiven without the preaching of the gospel!  It is the preaching of the gospel of Jesus that brings sinners to repentance of sin and belief of Jesus.  

So next week, we are going to talk about “Why is MOTI so important?”  Is he really all that IMPORTANT to God?  Should he really be all that important to us?  And how can we make sure that Moti will go to heaven, be saved on earth, and be with Jesus for all of eternity.

But for tonight…let me just be honest with you for one more minute.  I know there are many of you in here tonight that have been struggling with sin on a daily basis.  And you need to hear the truth…God is not okay with your sin.  You need to hear this because we love you but more importantly Jesus loves you…you can be forgiven.  And not just forgiven, you can be GIVEN power over your sin.  God doesn’t just want to forgive you, He also wants to give you the power that Jesus had over sin so that you stop serving Satan in your sin and you start serving Jesus in your obedience.  You’ve seen by now that Satan takes you places that you don’t want to go, it takes you farther than you know, and it changes you into the person that you don’t even know.  Give your life to Jesus tonight.  Understand that He has taken every one of your sins in His body, paid the penalty.  He offers you salvation.  Come to Christ!  His death pays the penalty of our sin before the Father for forgivness.  His resurrection gives us power over sin to live for Him.  And we follow Jesus as our Lord.  He will change your life!  He will give you a new heart!  He will give you new desires!  He will make you into a brand new person!  I promise you!  Give your life over to Him!  He is what you’ve been created for…He is what you’ve been waiting for!  And He is waiting for you…He loves you!

