24:1 But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they went to the tomb, taking the spices they had prepared. 2 And they found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 3 but when they went in they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. 4 While they were perplexed about this, behold, two men stood by them in dazzling apparel. 5 And as they were frightened and bowed their faces to the ground, the men said to them, “Why do you seek the living among the dead? 6 He is not here, but has risen. Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, 7 that the Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men and be crucified and on the third day rise.” 8 And they remembered his words, 9 and returning from the tomb they told all these things to the eleven and to all the rest. 10 Now it was Mary Magdalene and Joanna and Mary the mother of James and the other women with them who told these things to the apostles, 11 but these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe them. 12 But Peter rose and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the linen cloths by themselves; and he went home marveling at what had happened.
Just to put it into perspective…this is the series of events we’re talking about!

On the Road to Emmaus

13 That very day two of them were going to a village named Emmaus, about seven miles [1] from Jerusalem, 14 and they were talking with each other about all these things that had happened. 
Two disciples were discussing how the impossible happened!  This is why we have small groups.  We want you talking about how the impossible is happening!

15 While they were talking and discussing together, Jesus himself drew near and went with them. 16 But their eyes were kept from recognizing him. 17 And he said to them, “What is this conversation that you are holding with each other as you walk?” And they stood still, looking sad. 18 Then one of them, named Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only visitor to Jerusalem who does not know the things that have happened there in these days?” 
So as they were talking, Jesus shows up, but their eyes were kept from recognizing who He was.  We’re not exactly sure why God had it happen this way, except for the fact that God didn’t want the emotions of the disciples to take over the important message that Jesus was going to tell them.  So Jesus asks what they are talking about…and they said that everyone else knew what they’re talking about…why wouldn’t He?  This is major!  This is huge!  Why wouldn’t He know about it?  Why don’t we treat the resurrection like this?   Why do we get so nervous and scared as to what people might think?  If we see the resurrection for how powerful, how miraculous, how history-changing, how future-shaping that it really is…then we would be more excited!  The question wouldn’t be “why are you telling me this?”  But the question would be “Are you for real?  You don’t know about this?  This is amazing!  Everyone is talking about it!”

19 And he said to them, “What things?” And they said to him, “Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, a man who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, 20 and how our chief priests and rulers delivered him up to be condemned to death, and crucified him. 21 But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things happened. 22 Moreover, some women of our company amazed us. They were at the tomb early in the morning, 23 and when they did not find his body, they came back saying that they had even seen a vision of angels, who said that he was alive. 24 Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but him they did not see.” 
Jesus is a PROPHET, MIGHT in WORD and DEED.


Jesus was delivered up to be condemned to death/crucified


They had hoped He was the one, but His body was gone!

25 And he said to them, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! 
Some of you and your friends are slow of heart to believe.  You don’t yet believe that Jesus is really and fully God.  You don’t yet believe that He is the one to make all wrongs right.  You don’t yet believe that He is the one that makes sense to all life.  You don’t yet believe that He is the one to give all of our lives to for peace and purpose.  You don’t yet believe!
26 Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer these things and enter into his glory?” 27 And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning himself.
Did you just hear that?  Jesus interpreted to His disciples EVERYTHING that the Scriptures say concerning Himself!  

Jesus was talking about how He should SUFFER and ENTER HIS GLORY.  In other words, Jesus is saying “I had to die and raise from the dead.  In fact, let me show you in the Old Testament where all it is pointing that I die and raise.”  That’s amazing!  This is the best book ever!  The best story ever!

Genesis: Jesus is the one God created everything thru and for

Exodus: Jesus is our leader through life and lamb of sacrifice

Leviticus: Jesus is our law giver, lawyer, law keeper, and judge

Numbers: Jesus is exalted high in death for our forgiveness

Deuteronomy: God is making a peace treaty with His people through Jesus.

Joshua: Jesus is the one who leads us to His eternal kingdom of promise.

Judges: Jesus is our warrior-judge who conquers the sin that conquers us.

Ruth: Jesus loves us (His church) as His own bride even when we’re unlovable.

1 and 2 Samuel: Jesus is our King who we worship and serve.

1 Kings and 2 Kings: Jesus is our righteous King and our truthful Prophet.

1 Chronicles and 2 Chronicles: Jesus reminds us that its all about His kingdom.

Ezra: Jesus gives us every opportunity to repent from sin and turn back to Him.

Nehemiah: Jesus is building His impenetrable kingdom where we’ll eternally live.

Job: Jesus went through the worst unjust suffering on our behalf.

Psalms: Jesus is the point, motivation, and focus of all of our worship.

28 So they drew near to the village to which they were going. He acted as if he were going farther, 29 but they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, for it is toward evening and the day is now far spent.” So he went in to stay with them. 30 When he was at table with them, he took the bread and blessed and broke it and gave it to them. 31 And their eyes were opened, and they recognized him. And he vanished from their sight. 32 They said to each other, “Did not our hearts burn within us while he talked to us on the road, while he opened to us the Scriptures?” 33 And they rose that same hour and returned to Jerusalem. And they found the eleven and those who were with them gathered together, 34 saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and has appeared to Simon!” 35 Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he was known to them in the breaking of the bread.

Jesus acted like He wouldn’t stay LIKE…


Jesus took bread, blessed it, and gave it to them.  Last Supper!

Does your heart burn?  Are you on fire to know this Jesus?  This Jesus who everything was created for, who you were created for, who all of history is about, who all the future is moving toward, who the Bible is all about, who died for your sin, and who raised from the dead for your eternal life?  Do you yearn for this Jesus?   He is what its all about!  This Bible is not about you, how to live the good life, how to be happy at all times, etc.  This Bible is about Jesus, how to live life for Him, and how to be happy in everything He gives us!

36 As they were talking about these things, Jesus himself stood among them, and said to them, “Peace to you!” 37 But they were startled and frightened and thought they saw a spirit. 38 And he said to them, “Why are you troubled, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? 39 See my hands and my feet, that it is I myself. Touch me, and see. For a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” 40 And when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. 41 And while they still disbelieved for joy and were marveling, he said to them, “Have you anything here to eat?” 42 They gave him a piece of broiled fish, [2] 43 and he took it and ate before them.
This story is about God, who became man, and now He is and forever will be the God-man.  He connects us with God Himself.  We are sinful humanity, and God is holy-deity. So we need a divine-human to bridge our gap to this God! Jesus is defining what it means to be human for us while He’s on earth.  
44 Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you, that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” 45 Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, 46 and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, 47 and that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 And behold, I am sending the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.”
EVERYTHING written about Him in the Law, the Prophets, and the Psalms (which is literally from Genesis – Malachai) had to be fulfilled.  Jesus says it again, and God records it again.  This means that THIS IS THE POINT OF THE WHOLE BIBLE!  So when you read your Bible, you must be seeing Jesus into the whole thing.  Each testament, every book, every chapter, every verse, every sentence, every word, every syllable, every letter, every jot, and every tittle!  We see Jesus in all of Scripture!

How do you do that?  Well, the best way to learn honestly is to listen to our Storyline sermons on iTunes or our blog.  That’s not meant to be arrogant, but God always uses preaching to train His people how to interpret the Bible.  Also, constantly see that the meaning of humanity is pointing to Jesus.  So in every major, good character in Scripture…God is using them in some way to point us to the character of Christ.  Also see that there is constantly death, blood shed, substitutional sacrifice, forgiveness, and raisings from the dead to prepare and point God’s people forward towards the coming of Christ so that they recognize and worship Him.  So look for characteristics of Christ and elements of the gospel!  When you do that, then God’s Word is constantly encouraging you to worship Jesus, to repent of sin, and to grow in your faith and likeness of Christ!

Some of you…your heart is burning right now for Jesus like never before.

Some of you…the scales are falling off, and your eyes are being opened for the first time to give your life over to Jesus.
