TONIGHT:  Right now…blow up facebook!  Invite your friends for next week!

Intro: 
Gladiator


Best General, Given Rome, Taken from him, runs, slave, defeats enemy death


What a storyline!  Who doesn’t like that?  It connected with so many! 

Would you believe that the reason the author of this story was wrote this story in this way, and the reason that so many people loved to watch it…because this story is true?  There is a much greater story than this…because this war-Lord raises from the dead after defeating the enemy through His death.  

The story the EMINEM CD tells us

Justin Bieber’s CD tells us his story of loving lego’s, Barney, milk and cookies, nap time, watching sesame street, etc.

Stories with HUGE TWISTS: M Night Shalamayan

Movies with a good story…not just action, or romance, or fighting, etc.

The Bible is a storybook

Would you believe the Bible is the best story of all?  Its amazing!  We’re talking love and romance, epic war and battle scenes, history and science, giants and midgets, monsters and beasts, wealth and riches, miracles and impossible odds, eternal love and destiny, good vs. evil and evil vs. good, truth and lies, sex and scandals, rape and murder, stealing and sacrifice, the rich and the poor, trips and journeys, temptation and corruption, torture and torment, blood and gore, judgment and condemnation, heroes and villains, music and songs, prose and poetry, sports and competition, and all the drama you can handle.  

They could never make a real movie about the gospel, and if they did, you wouldn’t be old enough to watch it!  

So many people have the Bible all wrong.  Its not about a bunch of rules.  Its not about a wrathful God.  Its not all about God’s love.  Its not about how to have a better life.  Its not a self-help book on how to live a better life.  Its not about just how to go to heaven and not hell.  Its not about how to get more religious or more intelligent about truth.  Its not all about how to be a good boy or girl.  Its not all about how to be enlightened and just become more spiritual.  The Bible is all about….JESUS!

You can learn all the Bible study habits, tricks, lessons, etc all you want, but if you don’t get this…none of it matters.  When you read your Bible, you are connecting with Christ.  You are reading about Jesus.  You are learning about your sin.  You are learning about His greatness.  You are learning about how to have faith in Him.  You are learning about His church.  You are learning His position of HIGHNESS and your position of HUMILITY.  That is the BIBLE!

Chan’s statistics on movies and you in it.  In a 2 hour film, we would show up 0.4 sec

General Revelation to Special Revelation (God speaking, dreams, visions, Scripture, Jesus)

Now check out this story.  This is absolutely crazy.  You won’t even believe it.  In fact, I preached on this about 3 years ago.  I think its one of the most important stories in the Bible that tells us so much about the Bible.  Its so important…I’m preaching it again.

Jesus goes on a walk with His disciples…and they don’t even know its Him…

Luke 24:13-18.  Two disciples were walking and talking about how the impossible had just happened! This is why we have small groups…we get to talk about how the impossible happens.  This stuff is way more miraculous than any other religion, any other movie, and other anything!  Jesus shows up without them recognizing Him.  They were amazed that this “visitor” didn’t know about the resurrection.  This is how we must talk about the resurrection.  It shouldn’t be people just saying “Dude, why are you even telling me this?”  We should be amazed by it in such a way that we’re saying “How could you NOT know about this? This is huge!  This is life-changing.  The impossible happened!”  The climax and pinnacle of the Bible is the resurrection of Jesus.  Without His resurrection, we all die, there’s no hope, no eternal heaven.

Luke 24:19-25.  Jesus told them that they were foolish and slow of heart to believe!  How could He say this to His own disciples?  Well, are you foolish and slow of heart to believe?  You might be saved and be slow of heart to believe.  You may be unsaved and that’s why you’re foolish and slow of heart to believe.  

Luke 24:26-27.  Did you just hear that?  How Jesus should SUFFER and ENTER glory.

“I had to die and raise from the dead.  Let me show you in the OT how it says I’m going to die and raise from the dead…  That’s amazing!  This is the best book ever!  Over 40 authors.  Over 2,000 years of written Scripture.  Over 6,000 years of history.  66 books.  Almost 1200 chapters. Over 30,000 verses.  All keeps the same theme!

Genesis: Jesus is the one God created everything thru and for

Exodus: Jesus is our leader through life and lamb of sacrifice

Leviticus: Jesus is our law giver, lawyer, law keeper, and judge

Numbers: Jesus is exalted high in death for our forgiveness

Deuteronomy: God is making a peace treaty with His people through Jesus.
Joshua: Jesus is the one who leads us to His eternal kingdom of promise.
Judges: Jesus is our warrior-judge who conquers the sin that conquers us.
Ruth: Jesus loves us (His church) as His own bride even when we’re unlovable.
1 and 2 Samuel: Jesus is our King who we worship and serve.

1 Kings and 2 Kings: Jesus is our righteous King and our truthful Prophet.
1 Chronicles and 2 Chronicles: Jesus reminds us that its all about His kingdom.
Ezra: Jesus gives us every opportunity to repent from sin and turn back to Him.
Nehemiah: Jesus is building His impenetrable kingdom where we’ll eternally live.
Job: Jesus went through the worst unjust suffering on our behalf.
Psalms: Jesus is the point, motivation, and focus of all of our worship.
If you get anything out of the Bible…it must be Jesus!  The whole Bible, both testaments, every book, ever chapter, every verse, every sentence, every word, every syllable, every letter, every jot, and every tittle.  All points to Him!

Luke 24:36-43.  This story is about God who became a man, and now he is and forever will be the God-man.  He connects us with God Himself.  We are sinful humanity, and God is holy-deity.  So we need a divine-human to bridge our gap to this God!  Jesus is defining what it means to be human for us while He’s on earth.  It brings this whole story “down to earth.”  We get it.  We understand it.  Because God has made Himself, His son, a human being.  We can now more fully understand what all God is talking about.  And by the way, if you ever want to understand more about the Bible, the best way is 2 fold.  First, listen to more preaching.  Secondly, read more Bible (Romans 10:17).

Luke 24:44-48.  Everything written about Him in the Law, the Prophets, and the Psalms must be fulfilled.  That is literally from Genesis – Malachai.  Jesus said it again what He had said earlier. God is recording it again in Scripture.  This means its important with epic proportions!  THIS IS THE POINT OF THE WHOLE BIBLE!  So when you read your Bible, you MUST SEE JESUS!  But also notice how the Bible should DRIVE us to REPENTANCE/FAITH and WITNESSING!  

How do we see Jesus in everything in Scripture?  Honestly, the best way is to listen to our Storyline sermons on iTunes or our blog.  I listen to sermons constantly!  We don’t say to listen to them to be arrogant, we’re just saying that we’re seeking out to learn all about Jesus in all of the Bible!  Also, constantly see how the meaning of humanity is pointing to Jesus.  So in every major, good character in Scripture…God is using them in some way to point us to the character of Christ.  Also see that there is constantly death, bloodshed, substitutional sacrifice, forgivenss, and raisings from the dead to preapare and point His people forward towards the coming of Christ so that they recognize Him and worship Him!  SO look for characteristics of Christ and elements of the gospel!  When you do that, then God’s word is growing you, changing you, leading you to repentance of sin, faith in Christ, and sharing the gospel!

Some of you…your hearts are burning right now for Jesus…like never before.  

Some of you…your eyes are being opened for the first time to give your life over to Jesus!

CHALLENGE TONIGHT…  Read your Bibles DAILY…and blow up facebook with it!

Too often we just say…you really should be reading your Bible.  But think about how supernatural of an act it really is!

The more you read your Bible, the more you get filled with Jesus.

The more you read your Bible, the more you get to know Jesus.

The more you read your Bible, the more you grow in Jesus.

The more you read your Bible, the more you’ll love Jesus.

The more you read your Bible, the more you know Jesus’ truths.

The more you read your Bible, the more you’ll share Jesus.

The more you read your Bible, the more you’ll live for Jesus.

