Intro:  Tonight I want to talk to you about the CBSM LOVE VIRUS
	I want to talk about this because we’re growing!
	Here’s a look back and a look forward.  150’s now.  200’s in the spring.
	As we grow larger, we must grow in love!  We’re a different student min!
Lake Ann and the Yammy Virus.  Let this virus spread!

TRUTH:  If you’re not showing love, then you’re showing yourself a loser.

13:1 If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 3 If I give away all I have, and if I deliver up my body to be burned, [1] but have not love, I gain nothing.

5 super important things that are no good without LOVE.  We have a very gifted, talented, and smart. 

1. Spiritual gifts.  Paul here is talking about awesome miraculous gifts in the church back then like speaking in tongues which was a Word from God. (Christian super powers: grow hair, lose fat, come forth pecks,Austin Hataaja grow!).  What is your spiritual giftedness?  Your SHAPE?  Do you take pride in it?  Sometimes we think that the Christian super hero gifts in the Bible are the most powerful!  Speaking in tongues, healing, prophecy, etc.  But Paul is saying those don’t even come closer to the LOVE gift.
2. Preach and Communicate Scripture.  I do LOVE to preach, but I can’t stand being in front of people.  If you watch me on stage doing anything other than preaching…I am so awkward.  I can’t stand to be infront of people, to have eyes on me, or to get everone’s attention…unless I have God’s Word in my hand. Your CBSM Pastor deeply loves you.  I want you to be able to call me, facebook me, text me at anytime.  I don’t just love this ministry, I love each of you personally. (Our FTL and KTL students may not be the spiritual giants in our student ministry.  Our spiritual giants are those who are reaching out, loving others, caring for them, inviting them, making them feel welcome, and bringing others to Christ)
3. Have Spiritual Knowledge and Understanding.  This is always a curse that comes with a huge blessing.  We are the 3rd smartest city in the nation.  I love this student ministry.  Yall understand the Bible.  Yall get theology.  Whatever I throw at all, you take it, digest it, and live it.  Its incredible.  But if all we have is an ability to talk theology and doctrine but don’t know how to love sinners…then we are nothing!
4. Faith.  MonteSano…come to CBSM’s back yard for our own skiing hill.  I believe this is a prayer of faith.  That you are so faithful to Christ, that your prayers are so Jesus-glorifying, that God answers your prayers.
5. Selfless Sacrifice.  If you are someone who is growing in love for missions, that you would be willing to just give up everything, live a poor life, and even allow your life to be taken for the sake of the gospel…but you don’t have love for others…  What?  You can do this for yourself!  Make sure your call to ministry is not selfish, for glory reasons, but for love of Christ and others!  

If you are any of these without love, God is saying that you are a spiritual nothing, a spiritual nobody, a spiritual bum, bankrupt, a loser, and you have jack-squat spiritually.  We also need to learn to value people who are spiritually loving.  We often don’t.  We usually run over these kinds of people.  We see people who are great in the church as those who have great gifts, and not those who have great love.  People who have great love, we walk all of them because they will love us anyways.  People who have great gifts even without love…we want them to love us because we want the great people to see us as great and love us.  I’m sick of this!  What ticks me off is when we call certain people “awkward” and they are often the ones who God sees as the greatest around here…because they are kind, loving, they aren’t like the world, and they won’t say anything bad about you!  They are loving!  I want to challenge you…don’t see people as spiritually great if they don’t have love, if they don’t serve, if they’re not humble.  That just means they are using God’s gifts against Him and His loving kingdom…and using His gifts all for themselves.

4 Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant 5 or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; [2] 6 it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. 7 Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.

Remember how we normally think of these things being read at a wedding, but these are all about a church.  

The opposite of love is hate.  So the opposite of all these is hate.  For example: if the opposite of love is hate, and love is patient.  Then the opposite of patience is impatience.  Therefore, impatience is hatred towards others. 

This is the biggest KNOCK I hear against CBSM.  Everyone is always so excited because we have some super talented people here, we have a passionate faith here, we seek to truly understand God’s Word here, and we want to sacrifice our lives for Christ here.  But the biggest KNOCK I hear against us is that we don’t reach out and LOVE others.  AND I SEE IT.  I think we can love EACH OTHER very well at times…but we have a spiritual gift of making a guest/visitor/first-timer feel so awkward.  I end up just telling people that its going to take a few weeks of awkwardness to get plugged in here…and to just push through until it happens.  It’s the same with so many other ministries.  But I want us to be different.  I want you to be hanging out with your friends, loving on your group, but constantly letting your eyes roam around the room for people who don’t know anyone here yet.  Be cool with them.  Be friendly with them.  How many of you came here for the first time just in the last year…would you stand up please?  No clicks!  Clicks are closed-off groups.  We want welcoming groups of friends.  Only worshipping Jesus with your clique on a Wednesday night is like going on a mission trip, not talking to anyone there, and just worshipping Jesus with your mission trip group.  It doesn’t make sense.  That’s like ordering a cheeseburger without the cheese…or without the burger!  

We need to love others before Wednesday nights. On Wednesday nights.  We need to love others on Sunday mornings.  
We need to love others on Sunday nights.  
We need to love others all week long.  

How to keep love in the student ministry while we’re growing:
1. Love others by telling them and bringing them to Jesus.
2. Love others by serving them, praying for them, and offering advice.
3. Love others by watching for loners in and outside the student building.
4. Love others by asking them to sit with you and your group on Wednesday
5. Love others by asking them to sit with you on Sunday mornings in small group and service.
6. Love others by inviting them back, adding them on facebook, etc.
7. Love others by not breaking off into little clicks and letting your small group become a contest on how is the coolest.
8. Love others by speaking well of them, not gossiping about them, etc.
9. Love others by loving on them while at school.  We are CBSM at school!
10. Love your authorities: Jesus, your parents, your pastors, your small group leaders.

CHALLENGE: Learn to love others through the compassionate eyes of Christ.

8 Love never ends. As for prophecies, they will pass away; as for tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will pass away. 9 For we know in part and we prophesy in part, 10 but when the perfect comes, the partial will pass away. 11 When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I gave up childish ways. 12 For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I have been fully known.

13 So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love.

Eternity will be the LOVING kingdom of Christ.  You will be known, and you will be loved.  There won’t be a need for faith or hope anymore (Hebrews 12:1).  But if you really want to be loved, if you really want to be known, if you really want to be in the most loving place possible…then you need to latch on to the most loving person possible…Jesus Christ.  He will take you there!  We want our church and our student ministry to reflect His kingdom as much as possible.  That is His plan!

CBSM is a reflection of what God’s kingdom will be like.

Know the most love you’ll ever get is from Jesus and His Kingdom.  Trust in Him.

I pray that people around town will not only say…CBSM is where its at for fun, for worship, for the Word…but also its where its at for love.  If you want to be truly loved, welcomed, known, and cared about…come to CBSM!  We have to do that as a group together.  We’re not a clique…we’re the church!


Remember, God’s love for us.  We won’t fully love others until we fully understand God’s love for us.  Your love for others usually reflects your equal understanding of God’s love for you.  
Let the GOSPEL motivate your love for others.  Remember, missions is not a trip
SPIRITUAL GIANTS are not those who can just preach, they are those who love others to Jesus the most!  
Luke 15 and the 3 stories of the love of Christ.
1 John 2.  The love of the Father in us.  1 John 3 and 4.  The love of the church.
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