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INTRODUCTION 
 

Do you ever get tired of the same old, same old when it comes to 
student ministry curriculum?  Do publishers think teenagers aren’t 
studying subjects like calculus, geography, and chemistry?  Students 
need more than cheesy, watered-down lessons on “how to make 
friends.”  The purpose of MACRO Theology is to ignite students’ hearts 
with a burning passion for the truths of Scripture so that they can 
impact their church and their world for the glory and gospel of Christ!  
Just like every passage of Scripture, every doctrine as well drives us 
straight to the person, Jesus Christ. 
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   DOCTRINE OF CHRIST 
                     CHAPTER ONE 

 
 

	   Have you ever thought to yourself that what you learn in church 

is difficult to remember?  If you worship with the church in Sunday 

school, Sunday morning worship, Sunday evening worship, Sunday 

evening Discipleship Training, and Wednesday evening worship, then 

you may feel like its impossible to really remember everything you 

hear.  If you think that, I’m with you!  That is why there needs to be one 

central, overarching point to every message, sermon, and lesson just 

like there is one central theme in the Bible.  	  

 

 What is the Bible really all about?  What is its central theme?  

Some would say it is a story that ultimately points to God and how 

God is working everything out for His own glory.  This is a God-

centered theology.  The 15th century John Calvin said the central 

theme of the Bible is the glory of God.  Others would say that the Bible 

ultimately points to God’s love for man.  God created the world 

because He loves us, He sent Jesus to die for us, and He’s waiting for 
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us in heaven.  This is a man-centered theology.  I don’t think we need 

to choose between the two.  If we have a Christ-centered theology, 

which the Bible is pointing to, then we have both a God and Man-

centered theology!  The point of Scripture is the Kingdom of Christ 

(Col 1:13-14).	  

 

 Is Jesus really God’s point for all Scripture and all time?  Let’s 

move through the storyline of Christ and see!  First of all, the creation 

of the universe was all about the glory of Christ.  When God created 

everything, He created it all through Jesus and for Jesus (Col 1:15-17).  

That is to mean that His purpose was for Christ to have dominion and 

rule over it all.  Everything was originally put under Adam’s dominion, 

but he gave it all up to Satan when he fell into sin.  It was given to 

Adam so that Christ would ultimately have it all in the end.  This is why 

all of the stories, the people, the positions, the purposes, and the 

covenant in the OT point to the coming Messiah, Jesus Christ.  Christ’s 

Kingship was God’s purpose for creating everything. 

 

 Secondly, the incarnation (Jesus becoming human) was all about 

His glory (Col 1:18-19).  Jesus took on human flesh to be the second 

Adam and overturn the curse.  We see His dominion over creation 

through things like His miracles, His healings, His raising people from 

the dead, etc.  His incarnation was also necessary to be a proper 

human sacrifice for human sin against God. 
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 This brings us to the third section of Christ’s storyline: the cross 

of Christ was all about His glory (Col 1:18-19).  We normally hear 

messages about how Jesus died for us and how He “thought of me 

above all.”  It is true that Jesus died for us and that He thought of us, 

but God’s ultimate reason for the cross of Christ was so that Jesus 

would be the firstborn (greatest) from the dead through resurrection!  

The cross is about Jesus getting the glory from His victorious death. 

 

 Fourth, the church is all about the glory of Christ (Col 1:18).  Paul 

says that Jesus is the head of His body.  Well no duh!  Then it also 

should be a no-brainer to us that He is the Head (the point) of the 

church as well.  When we come to church, we should definitely think 

about worshipping God.  We should definitely think about 

fellowshipping with each other.  But this and everything else is for 

God’s glory: His Son being glorified by His people of faith.   

 

 Lastly, the consummation (eternity) is all about the glory of 

Christ.  What will eternity be like?  Will we be staring into a bright 

light?  Will we be singing in choir rows every second?  Will we be cloud 

hopping?  Or is eternity a fulfillment of all history?  Will eternity be us 

enjoying a renewed earth creation with a human Jesus Christ, 

worshipping Him through His death, together with all of His people 

(the bride), under His rule and reign forever and ever?   

 

 If we’re looking for a common theme in everything we’re 
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learning with our church, we must look no further than the completed 

storyline within the Scriptures.  The Kingdom of Christ is our focus as 

we must learn how to submit to Christ as our King, serve other 

Christians as our brothers and sisters, fight the enemy, and await the 

coming fullness of this Kingdom when Christ returns.  Our view of the 

eternal Kingdom gives us insight as to how we are to live today. 
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     DOCTRINE OF GOD 
                   CHAPTER TWO 
 

  
How many times have you been asked questions or have heard 

comments about people’s questions concerning God, such as: “How 

can anyone really know that Christianity is the only way?  How do you 

truly believe that God exists?  Can’t all the other religions be just as 

right since they believe just as strongly?  Why are we here?  What is 

our purpose?  Where did everything come from?”  These are the 

questions I actually get asked most in student ministry.  They are 

asking to be able to answer them for their friends who come to them 

with questions.   

 

When it comes to these questions, there are four major thoughts 

seeking to answer them. 

 

1. Nihilism says there is no God or meaning to anything.  These 

people would say that the universe and even our decisions as 

human beings are merely reactions to chemical explosions.  So 
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whatever we do is meaningless because another explosion will 

occur and destroy all this.	  

 

2. Naturalism says that there is no God, and all matter is eternal.  

These people would say that there is nothing supernatural since 

everything is merely natural.  Time will continue on forever.	  

 

3. Deism says that God exists, but He’s not involved.  These 

people would say that God created everything but “wound the 

watch” for it to continue on its own.  Deism is an explanation for 

people who say that all religions can be right and point to the 

same God from different angles.	  

 

4.  Christian Theism says that the triune God both exists and 

rules.  As Christian Theists, we believe in one God who is three 

Persons, and He is actively ruling over every aspect of lives.	  

 

 It took me quite a while to think, study, and search through a lot 

of the Scriptures for one of the most descriptive passages in the Bible 

about who God is.  Can you imagine the task of teaching who God is 

to teenagers in a single 30-minute lesson?  Yeah, it was quite a 

challenge.  I ended up landing on Psalm 100.  It is an interesting 

passage because it starts out with a command to praise God and then 

gives the reasons why to praise God.  I’m going to switch them 

around… 
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 It is urgent to understand who God is (Psalm 100:3).  This is 

getting a glimpse of His make-up, or what His parts are.  There is just 

one God, not many.  The one true God consists of three Persons – 

Father, Son and Spirit.  We don’t believe in three Gods, but in only one 

God who is three Persons.  Each Person within the Trinity (three 

Persons of the one God) are all equally God.   

 

On the other hand, each Person within the Trinity is different in 

Personhood and role from each other.  By different in Personhood, I 

mean that the Father is not the Son, and the Son is not the Spirit, and 

the Spirit is not the Father.  By different in role, I mean that the Father 

serves authoritatively within the Trinity (1 Cor 11:2), the Son is the 

God-man Mediator who serves as eternal King of all the cosmos 

submitting to the Father (1 Cor 15:28), and the Spirit, in submission to 

the Son, fills all faithful humanity to point them to Christ and 

transform them into His image (John 15:28, Rom 8:29).  Understanding 

who God is naturally causes us to serve and worship Him (Psalm 100:1-

2).  If we struggle with that, we need a clearer view of Him! 

 

 It is also urgent to understand what God is like (Psalm 100:5).  

God is knowable.  We should not fall into the trap of trying to put God 

in a box because we do not know everything about Him since He is 

infinite and our finite minds are unable to know everything about the 

infinite God.  On the other hand, Scripture is very clear that we can put 
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boundaries around our knowledge of God in order that we do not 

wander into the abyss of what He is not (sinful, weak, wishy-washy, 

untrustworthy, etc.).  We are separated from God because of our sin, 

but through Christ we can have this relationship of knowing Him and 

what He is like from His Word.   

 

God has told us about Himself in His perfect Word so that we can 

know what He is like and what He is not like.  Understanding what 

God is like causes us to pray to Him with praise and thankfulness 

(Psalm 100:4-5).  If we lack praise and thankfulness, we lack 

understanding of what God is like.  Its amazing to think we can sit and 

make God out to be as great as possible in our finite minds, and for 

the rest of our lives we could still never imagine His greatness (Ps. 

145:3)! 
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  DOCTRINE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 
                        CHAPTER THREE	  

 

 

Who is the Holy Spirit?  What is the Holy Spirit’s primary role in 

the universe?  Has the Holy Spirit always existed?  How are we 

supposed to relate to the Holy Spirit as Christians?  Let’s begin with 

some true-false questions, and then we’ll answer them in the lesson. 

 

1. TRUE OR FALSE: When referring to the Holy Spirit, we should say 

“It” because that’s what the Bible says.	  

 

2. TRUE OR FALSE: The Holy Spirit won’t be in eternity since we 

won’t be sinners and Jesus will be ruling.	  

 

3. TRUE OR FALSE: The Holy Spirit’s primary role is to point the 

world to God the Son, Jesus Christ.	  

 

When thinking about these questions, I’m convinced that John 

15:26-27 is one of the most important passages of Scripture in all the 
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Bible teaching on the Holy Spirit.  Jesus says, “But when the Helper 

comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth, who 

proceeds from the Father, he will bear witness about me.  And you also 

will bear witness, because you have been with me from the beginning.”  

This is the role of the Holy Spirit!	  

 

Before we get into all that, let’s first understand who the Holy 

Spirit is not:	  

 

The Holy Spirit is not an impersonal force or an “It.”  The Holy 

Spirit is not merely the force or the arm of God.  The Holy Spirit is 

a Person; therefore, we should refer to Him as “He.”	  

 

The Holy Spirit is not the Wal-Mart bouncing smiley face.  Many 

people view the Holy Spirit’s role as to merely make God’s 

people happy and nice.  But there is so much more to Him.	  

 

The Holy Spirit is not God’s energy drink in you.  I’ve heard 

many accounts of so-called “Holy Spirit Revivals” where people 

are “slain in the Spirit,” filled with the Spirit for Holy laughter and 

vomiting (its true!), and crawling around on all fours wearing a 

dog collar to picture submission.	  

 

The Holy Spirit is not weak or selfish.  If the Holy Spirit does 

indwell a person, that person’s life will be changed.  The Holy 
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Spirit doesn’t indwell a person’s life for His own glory but for the 

glory of Jesus Christ!  Notice how Jesus said He would send the 

Holy Spirit, showing the Spirit submits to the Son.  And when the 

Holy Spirit came, He didn’t point to Himself, but the Spirit came 

to bear witness of Christ.  That is the primary role of the Holy 

Spirit!	  

 

 Let’s get into Who the Holy Spirit really is.  The Holy Spirit is a 

member of the Triune God which means He is His own Person yet He is 

also a full part of the Divine Godhead.  He has eternally existed, and he 

was involved in the beginning at the creation of the universe (Gen 

1:2).  The Holy Spirit was, is, and always will be the sign of the Kingdom 

of Christ.  Let me explain.   

 

In the OT, He anointed the prophets, kings, and specifically 

chosen people of God to accomplish God’s specific will.  His final 

anointing was on Jesus (Christ = Anointed One, Messiah) making Him 

the King of the cosmos.  Through Christ, we as the church are anointed 

with the Holy Spirit (filling the church together as the temple of God).  

The Holy Spirit does not seek to be worshipped, rather He leads 

everything into worship of the Son.   

 

The Holy Spirit fills everything.  He also gives and sustains life in 

the eternal Kingdom of the New Creation (Ezekiel 47, Revelation 22).  

Therefore the Holy Spirit convicts to point the world to the Son of God 
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(John 16:8-11), fills believers to transform them into Christ’s image (2 

Cor 3:18), and assists us in bringing glory to the Father.  That is why He 

is called the Spirit of Christ (Rom 8:9, 1 Pet 1:11). 

 

 So from saying all of that, how can we live in the Spirit? As 

Christians, we can live in the Spirit in three primary ways.  First, the 

Holy Spirit gives wisdom to the people of God.  I’m afraid that 

Christian pop-culture today encourages us to “wait on God” rather 

than use wisdom.  If God intended for us to pray and wait, He would 

not have needed to give us His Word so that we can study in order to 

gain wisdom and make wise, godly decisions.   

 

Second, the Holy Spirit gives the people of God power (not 

weakness).  The Holy Spirit does not just enable us to live for Christ, 

but He also empowers us to want to live for Christ so that we live in 

righteousness (Phil 2:13).  Lastly, the Holy Spirit gives the people of 

God the ability to be Christ-like.  The Holy Spirit is constantly working 

to transform us into Christ’s glorious and perfect image (Rom 8:28-29).   
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DOCTRINE OF REVELATION 
CHAPTER FOUR 

 
 

  
Imagine living hundreds of years ago in a medieval kingdom, 

with a castle in the middle, and citizens living as servants to their 

sovereign king.  Imagine your King making an appearance once a 

week to verbally address his kingdom from the castle’s third-floor 

balcony.  Remember, whatever the King says is law for his kingdom 

and life for his citizens.  All would listen intently! 

 

Likewise, the Doctrine of Revelation is all about God revealing 

Himself, His character, and His purposes through the way in which He 

speaks to all people.  Here are some true/false questions: 

 

1. TRUE OR FALSE: People can be saved by looking at the 

created universe and believing in God as creator.	  

 

2. TRUE OR FALSE: People can be saved by listening to their 
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conscience tell them that God really exists.	  

 

3. TRUE OR FALSE: All people in all times and in all places have 

known that God really exists.	  

 

4. TRUE OR FALSE: God wouldn’t send someone to hell who 

has never heard the gospel of Jesus Christ.	  

 

Divine Revelation is the one true God speaking to us in order to 

reveal Himself.  What if God wrote a daily column in the newspaper?  

I’m sure everyone would read it daily!  But do we believe that God 

speaks just as fresh, just as powerful, and just as daily through His 

revelation?   

 

There are a few things we must understand about Divine 

Revelation.  First, Divine Revelation was natural in the beginning 

between God, Adam, and Eve.  There was no separation as God would 

speak and reveal Himself to them in the garden.  Would they have 

needed a Bible?  Secondly, Divine Revelation is now necessary 

because of sin.  Sin is not only wrong, but it also separates us from the 

holy God.  Therefore, God must speak to reveal Himself to sinners who 

do not naturally know Him.  Third, the purpose of Divine Revelation is 

for us to know God through Jesus Christ.  God’s goal is that we look to 

Him and know Him through His Son (John 17:3). 
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 While Divine Revelation is the broad doctrine of God revealing 

Himself, General Revelation is the doctrine of God revealing Himself to 

all persons, at all times, and in all places through the creation and the 

conscience (Psalm 19:1, Rom 1-2).  As a youth pastor, I get lots of 

questions from teenagers about the people in foreign lands like Africa 

who die without knowing the gospel.  Do they go to heaven or hell?  

The Apostle Paul says that all people everywhere have always looked 

at the creation, perceived that God exists, but reject Him (Rom 1:18-

21).   

 

Not only creation, but also all humanity’s conscience bears 

witness of God’s law and existence, yet they reject Him and His law 

(Rom 2:14-16).  This means that all people, at all times, and in all places 

are guilty before God because of their need of Jesus Christ.  It is both 

contrary to a sinner’s nature to come to God without Christ and 

contrary to God’s purposeful plan in Christ.  While General Revelation 

is true, it is never enough to lead a sinner to Christ (Rom 10:10-15). 

 

 Because General Revelation is insufficient for salvation, what we 

call Special Revelation is needed.  Special Revelation is when God 

reveals Himself to specific people at specific times and in specific 

places for them to enter into a saving relationship with Him through 

Jesus. 

 

Dreams, Visions, and Prophecies are Special Revelations from 
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God used throughout Scripture to reveal His plan, His will, and 

His desire for the people within His covenant (Matt 1:20).	  

Direct Address is used by God to speak to people in specific 

events (Gen 3:16-19, Matt 3:17).	  

 

Scripture is said by the Apostle Peter to be an even more sure 

and confident revelation of God than His audible voice.  This is 

because the written Word of God passed down throughout 

generations is more protected from alteration than “God told 

me…”  (2 Peter 1:16-21).	  

 

Jesus Christ is the fullest, most exact, and most special 

revelation of God (John 1:1, 14:9, Heb 1:1-4).  Nothing reveals 

God better to humanity than His own Son – fully God and fully 

man.	  

 

 Why does God reveal Himself to us?  It is because God’s absolute 

best plan for our lives is that we are in relationship with Him.  We know 

God best through His Son, Jesus Christ.  And we know Jesus Christ 

best through His Word (Rom 10:17) and His church (Eph 1:22-23).  We 

only know God as much as we know Jesus. We only know Jesus as 

much as we know His Word. 
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DOCTRINE OF CREATION 
  CHAPTER FIVE 

 
 

  

What do you think is the most beautiful, incredible, and amazing 

scene in creation that you’ve personally laid your eyes on?  For me it 

was most likely Jamaica.  The green mountains, the clear-blue 

Caribbean Sea, and the glowing waters at night (you’ll have to ask me 

about this one!) truly displayed the glory of God in His creation and 

handiwork.  But then again I’ve been to Mexico.  This is a place that is 

very dirty and dry with a bland scenery.  So when we think about God 

creating all things, which scenery do you think about?  Does one 

glorify God over the other?  Is one a more clear and vivid display of His 

majesty?  How should we view creation? 

 

 Since this is only one short study on the entire doctrine of 

creation, I must be brief.  Let’s start at the beginning of the doctrine.  

First of all, where did everything (all of creation) come from?  Evolution 

says that all existing matter stems from an accidental explosion.  The 
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naturalist philosophers guess that creation (nature) is eternal…so it 

has always existed and it will always exist.  Buddhists come down to 

the conclusion that it really doesn’t matter where matter comes from 

because it’s only the “spiritual” (immaterial) that matters.  Oddly 

enough, that thought is probably one of the most popular among 

American teenagers today.  They really don’t want to get hung up on 

the past; they want to think more about the present.  “Where did 

creation come from?” is the wrong question.  Rather, we should be 

asking, “Who did creation come from?”  And of course that answer 

would be…God, the Creator. 

 

 Secondly, the doctrine answers, “When did God create 

everything?”  Our evolutionist friends have put their theoretic heads 

together to come up with…billions of years ago.  Our Christian friends 

who believe an “Old Earth Creationist” view would say that God 

created everything a loooong time ago and creation may have taken 

millions of years or more to come to be what we know it as today.  

“Young Earth Creationists” see the language of Genesis as very literal 

and would surmise that God created everything somewhere between 

six and ten thousand years ago.  As a side note let me say…I have very 

many friends who believe in an old earth creation view.  They are 

godly, love Christ, respect the Bible as literal, and evangelistic.  I don’t 

agree with them based on biblical summary statements such as 

Exodus 20:11 where Moses restates that God created the earth in six 

days; therefore, I’m a young earth-er.	  
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 Personally, the next question answered by the doctrine of 

creation is even more interesting to me…“How did God create 

everything?”  Do you think it is significant that God didn’t blink, 

twitch, or wave His hand for everything to come into existence?  Is it 

important to know that God spoke everything into existence…that He 

did it by His Word?  I think so! 

 

 Lastly, I think this coming question is the most important and 

quite possibly the most neglected question when it comes to the 

doctrine of creation.  And honestly, if it’s not neglected, then it can 

often be answered incorrectly.  “Why did God create everything?”  

Believe it or not, this question stems back to how God created 

everything…by His Word.  The phrase “and God said” is recorded nine 

times in Genesis 1 alone.  In Genesis 1 God said who everything came 

from (Him), what He created (everything), how He created it 

(speaking), and how long it took Him (6 days).  But Genesis 1 doesn’t 

tell us WHY God created everything.  That is something that isn’t 

specifically answered until the New Testament in passages like John 1 

and Colossians 1.  They specifically say that everything was created 

through Christ (Who is called God’s Word), and for Christ (John 1:1-3, 

Colossians 1:15-18).  	  

 

Why would God decide to make everything, put it under man’s 

feet to rule over, allow Satan to corrupt it, send Christ to die for it, and 
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plan to renew it?  John and Paul say that it’s because God’s ultimate 

goal is to glorify His Son by creating everything through Him, putting 

everything under His feet, allowing Him to crush the head of Satan, 

and set Him up to rule over everything.  Therefore, the doctrine of 

creation gives all humanity a purpose to live, a purpose to work, and a 

purpose to worship Christ. 
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  DOCTRINE OF ANGELS 
  CHAPTER SIX 

 
 

 

Do you have any friends or family members who have thought 

they came into contact with some kind of angelic creature whether 

angel or demon?  I remember when one of my friends told me that he 

couldn’t go to sleep the night before because he sensed the presence 

of Satan in his room. In the middle of the night, he had to yell for his 

dad to come into his room because he was so afraid to get out of bed.  

He was about 21 years old at the time.  A few years later, I remember 

hanging out with an unsaved friend of mine on Halloween night.  We 

were in my room listening to the radio station that was broadcasting 

priests going into a house of a demon possessed family to exorcize 

the demons.  I remember thinking about it, and quickly turning off the 

radio after realizing that he could become possessed since he was 

unsaved. 

 

As Christians, why is it important to study angels?  Well, it is 
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important because not only did God create beings in His image to 

practice dominion on the earth (humanity), but He also created an 

angelic order.  Therefore, I believe it is unbiblical to ignore the angelic 

world.  We should never ignore what God has created and given 

attention to in His Word.  On the other hand, I believe it is unbiblical to 

be too fascinated with the angelic world.  Many Christians wonder too 

much about angels, study them in Scripture, and even desire to 

contact them. 

 

 What is it that a Christian should believe about angels?  God 

created angels for the glory of Christ (Hebrews 1:5-14).  The writer of 

Hebrews records God saying, “Let all the angels worship [Jesus].”  God 

certainly may have created the angels first – to praise Him while He 

created everything else (Job 38:6-7).  We do know that He didn’t 

create them as cute and chubby or fair and beautiful.  Rather, God 

created angels as fearsome, immaterial creatures (Luke 2:9). 

 

 What is that a Christian should believe about Satan?  Satan was 

created by God as His angel (Isaiah 14:12-15).  As an angel, Satan fell to 

pride and desired to exalt Himself above God.  Many wonder when 

this actually happened.  Didn’t it happen at some point between the 

good creation of all angels and the Satanic deception of Adam and 

Eve?  Since no one can find a decisive passage of Scripture of what 

may have happened in heaven when Satan fell, I’m really starting to 

think that his deception of Adam and Eve was the event of his fall.  
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When Satan sought to deceive Adam and Eve, was he not desiring 

they follow His authority rather than God’s authority?  Isn’t that pride 

(1 Tim 3:6)?  Couldn’t that be when He was completely cast out of 

heaven?  I’m thinking so.  Either way, through the fall of sin, Satan 

became the ruler of the world and the demons (2 Cor 4:4).  The default 

mode of creation is under Satan’s sway. 

 

 What is it that a Christian should believe about demons?  

Demons were created by God as His angels.  About 1/3 of the created, 

heavenly angels followed Satan’s rebellion and fell from heaven with 

him (Rev 12:7-10).  That means there are 2 good angels for every 1 evil 

demon.  A demon’s ultimate desire for us is to use anything to distract 

us from living for the glory of Christ.  Their distraction may be 

deceptively desirous, but we can overcome their distractions through 

our faith in Christ.  God proves over and over again in Scripture that 

Jesus practices perfect power over Satan and demons (Matt 12:22-29), 

and since the church is united to Christ we too have power of the evil 

order through Jesus (Eph 3:7-10). 

 

 I normally hear 3 main questions when it comes to angels, Satan, 

and demons.  First, can or will we ever see angels materialize?  

Hebrews 13:2 tells us that we’d better take care of all strangers in our 

midst because others have and the strangers turned out to be angels.  

Second, are we ever in Satan’s specific presence?  We know that Satan 

is not in all places at one time because He’s not God, but we can be 
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sure that Satan is very fast (1 Peter 5:8).  On one hand I wonder why 

Satan would waste his time in my presence.  On the other hand, if I 

was Satan, I’d make sure to be in everyone’s presence at least once in 

their life.  Third, can a Christian be demon possessed?  Absolutely not.  

The presence of God can’t be shared with Satan’s presence. 
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DOCTRINE OF HUMANITY 
                    CHAPTER SEVEN 
 

 

To start off our study on the doctrine of humanity right, try 

answering this quiz:	  

 

1. TRUE OR FALSE: In order to humanly live as God intended for 

us, our best example is Adam (before sin).	  

 

2. TRUE OR FALSE: It would be unbiblical to say that humanity is 

the most precious part of creation to God because His Son is 

most important to Him.	  

 

3. Pick A or B: 

A. Before the creation of the world, God’s ultimate desire 

was that He would have people to love.  So He created 

them and sent His only Son, Jesus Christ, to die for them 

after they fell into sin so that now those who believe in 

Jesus can live with God forever and rule over His creation 
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for all eternity. 

B. Before the creation of the world, God’s ultimate desire 

was to glorify His Son, Jesus Christ.  Therefore, He created 

humanity so that Jesus could ultimately be their Savior and 

King Who would rule over all creation for all eternity. 

 

Let’s see how you did.  Answers: 1. F (Jesus is best human)  2. F 

(Jesus is not a creation)  3. B	  

 

If you’re confused at all or curious to dig deeper into the doctrine 

of humanity, then keep reading.  I can remember the Caribbean Sea 

crashing against the rock on which I sat while I was thinking of exactly 

where I was on the map compared to where I was living at the time (in 

Pennsylvania).  The distance was enormous, and I had never felt so 

small.   

 

This seems to be exactly what David was feeling as He gazed into 

the vastness of heaven, at all the twinkling stars, and the glowing 

moon (Psalm 8).  Not only did he feel small, but he also marveled how 

the God who created the huge heavenly expanse with merely His 

finger could love humanity so supremely.  What was humanity created 

to be?  THIS IS A QUESTION A MIDDLE SCHOOLER ASKS THEMSELVES 

EVERY DAY.	  

 

We were created to be image bearers of God, to reflect Him, to 
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be the one’s who spread His glorious likeness throughout the earth 

(Gen 1:26-28).   

 

What does it mean that man is created in God’s image?  Some 

say that it means man is relational (able to relate to God and others).  

Others propose it means man is moral (able to live rightly).  Many 

explain that it means man is intellectual (able to make wise decisions).  

A few teach that man is functionally representing God (able to act and 

rule like God).  Several say that man is structurally imaging God (able 

to reflect God bodily).  What do I believe?  I believe that God’s image in 

man isn’t just some quality, but God has shared Himself with us in that 

we truly do reflect Him.  I see a case for them all.  They are all true 

about Him, so they are true about us. 

 

If we are created in God’s image, then what were we created to 

do?  David says in Psalm 8 that God created humanity to practice 

dominion over the rest of creation so that we (God’s image bearers) 

would make His name majestic throughout all the earth.  We’re 

created to rule! 

 

RULING THOUGHTS: 

Competition to rule – Satan and demons, sin 

The way we sinfully rule – harshly, hatefully (girls), lazily (guys) 

The way we want to rule – video games, lording over others 

The way we prepare to rule – school, church, spiritual gifts, etc 
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What we rule over – the rest of creation (not God, rule under 

Him) 

 

I think the greatest question of all is simply, “Why?”  Why were we 

created as His image bearers, told to rule, with all creation originally 

put under our feet, and in human form?  In Hebrews 2:5-9, we find the 

answer.  The author of Hebrews is reading Psalm 8, and he is applying 

all of Psalm 8 to Jesus Christ, God’s Son.  God created all humanity in 

His image because He planned for His Son (His exact image) to take on 

human form.   

 

God didn’t send Jesus in human form just because we needed a 

human sacrifice for our sin, but our all-knowing and all-sovereign God 

purposed before the beginning of time for His Son to be the human 

Lord over the cosmos and therefore purposed to create humanity.  

Therefore being fully human in every way, Jesus is our best example 

for what it means to live the human life.  Look to Him. 

 

God also created all humanity to be rulers on earth because He 

planned for His Son to be the Ruler over all things.  If God knows the 

future perfectly, why would God put all things under the feet of 

humanity who will end up in sin?  He does so because He has the 

good, perfect, and powerful ruler planned – His Son.  God desires for 

His Son to be King and ruling over everything, while we reign and rule 

under Him.  This is what it means to be human.  Cool huh? 
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   DOCTRINE OF SIN 
       CHAPTER EIGHT 

 

 

 “Simon says, ‘Read this blog.’”  Yeah, I love playing Simon Says 

with students.  I don’t do it often because it gets old and the students 

learn all my tricks very quickly.  “Simon says, ‘Raise your arms in the air.  

Now put your arms down.’”  Those who raised their arms in the air stay 

in the game, those who put their arms down are out of the game.  My 

personal favorite is “Simon says, ‘Jump up.”  That’s a sure fire way to 

put everyone out of the game…because Simon never said to come 

back down.  When thinking through the doctrine of sin, we must 

understand that an unsaved person is a slave to sin and will do 

whatever sin tells them to do.  	  

 

 As I’m sure you well know, there are many different views when it 

comes to sin.  Some people think that nothing is sin.  They would say 

that all truth is relative and “right and wrong” doesn’t really exist.  

These people have lost grip on reality.  There must be a basis of “right 

and wrong.”  Test them out.  Punch them in the face.  See whether or 
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not they think that’s wrong.  Okay, don’t really do that, but you get the 

point!  The other extreme comes from those who believe everything is 

sin.  These are the people who are very legalistic about sin, so they 

drive horses and buggies around and live without electricity, or they 

go and live in monasteries to be protected from a sinful culture.   We 

do need to take sin seriously but enjoy God’s goodness, too. 

 

 Genesis 3 is the origin and birth of sin in the Bible.  This is the first 

time sin has come on the scene.  Many think that somewhere before 

this scene, Satan sinned somehow in heaven.  I’m not so sure.  This 

passage seems to match up so well with those passages speaking of 

Satan’s original act of rebellion (Isa 14, Rev 12).  The scene is set-up 

with an innocent man and woman created by God and surrounded by 

a “very good” creation.  Satan disguised as a serpent slithers up to 

them and begins smooth talking His way around God’s commands.  

What is Satan’s goal?  His goal here is for God’s people to disbelieve 

and distrust God’s good commands in their lives.  So, all sin is rooted is 

disbelieving, not trusting God, and following Satan instead (Gen 3:1-

6).   

 

All sin has also affected humanity’s relationship with God (Gen 

3:8-11).  Everyone is born a sinner and separated from God (Rom 3:23, 

6:23).  When believers continue in sin without repentance and 

confession, their relationship with God is weakened because they are 

choosing their sin over Him.  Note: it doesn’t affect God’s relationship 
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with us…just ours with Him. 

 

On top of that, sin universally affects all people, it hinders our 

relationships with one another, and it can often distort sexuality (Gen 

3:12-21).  Not only does sin affect human beings, but the Bible talks 

about how sin has affected all of the animal life starting with the 

serpent (3:14-15).  Lion’s prey on others.  Sharks are blood-hungry.   

Sin also directly affects the roles of gender: submission and 

motherhood of a woman; headship and work of a man.  On that note, 

sin has also caused the entire creation (ground, earth, universe) to be 

cursed (Gen 3:17).    

 

Even in the midst of sin, we can see the grace of God.  God 

promises a Seed to come to destroy Satan (Gen 3:15).  Eve still bears 

children.  Adam still feeds his family.  God graciously casts them out of 

the garden so they won’t live in their sin forever by eating of the tree 

of life.  God’s grace allows them to die in hope of them being 

resurrected and perfected in Christ. 

 

Speaking of Jesus, Paul is obviously reading this passage when 

he’s writing Romans 5:12-17.  He’s saying that just as Adam’s sin has 

infected the entire world and all humanity - Jesus’ life, death, and 

resurrection will also make it possible to have eternal life.  If you think 

it’s unfair that God has included you in on Adam’s sin, then you think 

it’s equally unfair for you to be included in on Jesus’ righteousness.  In 
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saying all of this, what do we do with our sin? 

 

1. Be forgiven by God!  Believe in the death and resurrection of 

Christ. Turn from your sin. 

 

2. Confess your sins as often as you do them!  Don’t wait till the 

nighttime or your prayer time. 

 

3. Recognize patterns of sin in your life and kill them!  

Continually evaluate sin’s strongholds. 

 

4. Tell others about the Gospel of Christ so that they can be His 

joyful slave with you! 
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DOCTRINE OF SALVATION 
       CHAPTER NINE 

 

 

 I stood there almost lifeless from the aftershock of what I had 

just heard.  I was recently at an FCA gathering of students at a local 

high school and heard the speaker say, “Everyone bow your heads, 

close your eyes, and repeat this prayer after me.  Heavenly Father, I 

know that I am a sinner.  I know that You say if I confess with my 

mouth and believe in my heart, then I will be saved.  I do.  Thank you 

for saving me.  Amen.”  Then the speaker asked everyone who said the 

prayer to tell the youth leaders in the group that they just committed 

their life to Christ.  WHAT?!  No one knew what this guy was going to 

pray.  I even heard youth pastors repeating the prayer!  Is this real 

salvation?  Is this all God expects?  Is it just this easy?  I’m still shocked! 

 

 Along with that one which I’d call “easy believism,” there are 

more false views of salvation.  First, “Liberalism” would say that 

salvation is simply “good people living better lives.”  Second, Islam 

would say that salvation is faith in Allah including the faithful Muslim’s 
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works, life, and even death for the cause of Islam.  Third, Catholicism 

would say that salvation is good works through Christ and His church.  

They don’t just believe in good works but that a “Christian” must 

follow the seven sacraments through the church to be saved in Christ. 

 

 With all of these different views of salvation out there (and oh so 

many more), we need to take a good, hard look at Scripture to see 

what biblical salvation is.  So here is our one-stop attempt to look at 

the doctrine of Salvation.  To contrast the 3 false views of salvation, 

let’s talk about 3 true aspects of salvation: justification, sanctification, 

and glorification (1 Cor 15). 

 

 When a sinner literally repents of sin, trusts in Jesus’ death and 

resurrection, and calls on Him to be the Lord of their life, God says that 

they are immediately justified in Christ.  To be justified means to be 

declared righteous.  That means a Christian isn’t only forgiven of their 

sin, but they are also given the righteousness of Jesus.  Jesus’ 

righteous living before His death is equally important for our faith!   

 

What about the people in the OT?  God said that Abraham 

believed Him and so he was credited as righteous (Gen 15:6).  OT 

saints were justified in Christ just as we are.  They were believing in the 

OT promises of God that were designed to bring Jesus into the world 

and to make Him the heir of all the inheritance of Israel.  Can people 

today simply look at the stars and believe in God to be saved?  Of 
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course not!  Abraham was believing in the promises that God had 

revealed so far.  Today, all of the promises of God have been fully 

revealed in Christ; therefore, we must fully believe in the gospel of 

Jesus Christ for salvation.  Justification means that we are saved in 

Christ.  It is a past tense of salvation (Rom 5:1). 

 

 Sanctification means that we are presently being saved in Christ 

by being made holy in Him.  There is a sense in which we are 

immediately sanctified (made holy) in Christ at salvation because He is 

holy, but there is another sense in which we are progressively being 

sanctified throughout our lives while we become more like Christ (1 

Cor 1:2, Col 3:10).  The sanctification aspect of salvation means that it 

doesn’t stop when we are justified, but we are continually being saved 

through the gospel as we live a life of repentance of sin and faith in 

Jesus.  It’s ongoing. 

 

 Glorification means that we will be finally and fully saved in the 

future.  This is in a future tense.  In other words, if we have been saved 

(justified), and if we are being saved (sanctified), then we will be saved 

(glorified).  This doesn’t mean we can lose our salvation, but this 

means that all Christians WILL go through this process by the power of 

the Spirit of Christ (Rom 8:9, 30).  Imagine the day when all who have 

believed and lived for Christ will be finally saved.  Here we need to see 

that salvation isn’t only about souls being “saved to heaven,” but God 

is reclaiming and renewing the entire universe and bringing it to 
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Jesus’ feet to rule over for all of creation.  Salvation is God’s grand 

scheme of turning back Satan’s curse, reclaiming His original order in 

Genesis 1, and putting the New Adam (Jesus) in His rightful ruling 

position over it all.  My prayer is that we know and help others to 

know THIS salvation is all about Jesus! 



 39 

 
	  

	  

	  

	  

	  
	  

	  	  	  	  DOCTRINE OF THE CHURCH	  

         CHAPTER TEN 
 

 

 A close friend told me a story once where he was playing golf 

with an unbeliever on a Sunday evening since his church had 

canceled the worship service for that night.  He simply remarked to his 

friend on the course, “It just doesn’t feel like Sunday right now to me.”  

His unbelieving friend turned his head and replied back, “Why, 

because you don’t have to go to church tonight?”  Is that the way we 

are tempted to think about the church?  Is it a place that we have to 

go?  It is a just requirement in our life?  Should it be a people rather 

than a place?	  

 

 To understand what in the world the church is, we must first 

understand the church biblically.  Some people (hardcore 

dispensationalists) say that Old Testament Israel and the New 

Testament Church should stay very separate in the way we read the 

Bible.  Others say (hardcore covenant theologians) that the church is 

“spiritual” Israel and they are exactly the same thing except for under 
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two different covenants.  Many people ask me where I stand.  I really 

stand right in the middle.  I don’t think the point of the OT or NT is 

Israel or the church.  Rather, I think the point is Jesus Christ!  Both the 

church and Israel are to find their identity in Him. 

 

 To understand what the church is, I think we have to understand 

WHO the church is.  The church is not a building, it's not a place where 

we can go, it's not a time of worship, it's not a ministry for children, 

and it's not a ticket to heaven.  The church can include all of those 

things, but ultimately the church is a community of people who are 

together in Christ.  Christianity far too often speaks of salvation in 

merely individual terms.  Salvation includes the community gathering 

of the people of Christ in what we call the church.  Just as OT Israel 

was to look forward to their Messiah to come, the church is to look 

back at her Messiah as she looks forward to His coming.   

 

The church is to receive everything flowing from Jesus and be 

supremely connected to Him.  That is why the church is called His 

body (Eph 1:23).  The church is to follow and share everything from 

Jesus.  That’s why the church is called His bride (Eph 5).  Who is the 

church?  What is true of Jesus Christ is true of the church (Eph 1:3-4).  

The church is the fullness of Jesus (Eph 1:23).   We can’t understand 

the church without understanding Him!   

 

This is why a biblical church must have shepherds (pastors).  
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Shepherds reflect Christ by overseeing the flock (1 Pet 5).  Churches 

have deacons because they reflect Jesus Christ as The Servant of God 

(Isa 53).  Churches have members who serve because Jesus gifts His 

body to build the church up (Eph 4).  Churches baptize because God 

baptized His children in the Red Sea (1 Cor 10), and believer’s baptism 

is the clearest sign of belief in the gospel (Rom 6).  Churches share the 

Lord’s Supper together because the Israelites ate the Passover 

together, Jesus ate it with His disciples, and we share it together as a 

proclamation of Christ’s death and coming kingdom (Luke 22).  Lastly, 

the church practices church discipline because it is serious business 

when you recognize someone as a member of Christ’s body when 

they aren’t living for Him obediently.   

 

 Besides everything that is mentioned above, the church is 

commonly known for its six purposes.  The six purposes of the church 

are WHAT the church does.  Every New Testament church must be 

known for worship, discipleship, evangelism, fellowship, ministry, and 

prayer.  I’m privileged to be in a church where each of those things is 

present and growing! 

 

 Lastly, I just want to encourage you to be an active participant in 

your church.  First of all, you only experience Jesus as much as you are 

with your church.  Secondly, your church needs you to use the gifts 

Jesus has given you through His Spirit to use and mature His body in 

His likeness (Eph 4).  Lastly, you need your church.  You need people in 
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your life to hold you accountable, you need a pastor to preach to you, 

you need teachers to disciple you, you need friends in Christ to 

fellowship with, and you need to be encouraged to share the gospel 

of Christ with those God has placed in your life.  The church is more 

than a place; it is a community of people that God is bringing together 

and saving for His Son. 
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	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  DOCTRINE OF THE END TIMES	  

      CHAPTER ELEVEN 
 

 

 Right now our church is working on a revival in November.  We as 

a church staff have gotten together and made plans, we’ve called the 

evangelist who’s coming, we’re talking to schools in the area to get 

him in, etc.  Notice how we first wanted to have a revival here, then 

next we put plans in place to have it.  From before the beginning of 

creation, God’s first thought was how He wanted all eternity to look, 

and then He put His plans in place to make it happen.  Eternity isn’t 

just the last thing in God’s plan, but it is the very first thing on His 

mind.   It always has been. 

 

 Your view of eternity is crucially important to your faith, your life, 

and your hope.  Here is what some others have believed throughout 

history concerning eternity. 

 

Atheism – There is no life after death since there is no God, devil, 

heaven, or hell. 
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Buddhism – Eternity is the state of nirvana in which a person 

attains to absolute nothingness. 

 

Mormonism – Eternity is a very physical hope in which many 

gain their own planets to rule over. 

 

Baptists -  Eternity is a very immaterial, heavenly state with 

spiritual bodies, singing, and clouds. 

 

Biblical – Eternity is a physical place, with physical people, ruling 

under a physical Lord Jesus. 

 

 What has shaped your view of eternity: movies, country songs, 

Christian cartoons?  For many, old Christian hymns have shaped the 

way they’re excited to fly away, stare into a blinding light, sing for all 

eternity, and see all their family…along with Jesus.  Let’s allow 

Scripture to shape our minds into what God desires for all eternity.  So, 

what will happen before eternity? 

 

 I’m not a big fan of timelines, charts, and graphs on eternity.  But 

here’s how it seems it will all play out.  Revelation and Daniel aren’t 

the only two books in the Bible talking about eternity, but God’s aim 

of eternity is on every page.  From the very beginning God created a 

kingdom on earth with Adam as a lord over it (Gen 1:28), but Adam 
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rebelled against his Creator and brought a curse on himself, all of his 

descendants, and all creation.  The doctrine of the end times is simply 

the study of how God is reversing that evil curse on His creation.   

 

The end times (last days) began at the resurrection of Jesus (Acts 

2:17).  That decisive defeat of Satan began the presence of the church 

of Jesus and the Satanic opposition on the church called tribulation.  

Tribulation (persecution) on Christians will escalate from the death of 

Christ until the coming of Christ.   

 

The Great Tribulation spoken of in Scripture is the final stage of 

Christian persecution on earth.  This is when the Antichrist appears to 

deceive the world away from Christ to follow him.  John says the spirit 

of antichrist is already present and many antichrists are among us as 

they hate the things of Jesus (1 John 2).  Christians won’t be present 

for that, right?  I’m not so sure.   

 

From what I see in Scripture, the rapture doesn’t happen until 

after the tribulation.  The rapture is more spoken of as a public 

pronouncement of the inaugural rule of Christ where He powerfully 

returns to reign on earth (1 Thess 4).  The rapture doesn’t seem to be 

some secret event where everyone comes up missing, but rather a 

visible and shocking event where the people of God go to meet Christ 

in the air and immediately usher their King back to His Kingdom, the 

earth.   
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Jesus’ 1,000 year reign will then begin where He is ruling over His 

people but also in the presence of His enemies (Psalm 23, 110).  At the 

end of this millennial reign, Satan will take one last stab at destroying 

Jesus but he Himself will be cast into the flaming wrath of God for all 

eternity.   

 

Then the eternal kingdom of Christ begins on a physical 

renewed earth, like a physical city, filled with physical-human citizens 

who are eternally cultivating a tangible culture, for the physical and 

touchable Lord Jesus Christ who reigns in skin as a human being 

forever and ever (Isa 60, Isa 65, Rom 8, 2 Pet 3, Rev 21-22). 

 

Understanding the doctrine of the end times should fully 

revamp our lives in the way that we witness because we know the 

terror of the Lord coming for unbelievers.  It should deepen our 

worship of Christ as we understand more about our loyalty to Him for 

all eternity.  Whatever we view as the first thought of God will shape 

the way we live our lives.  God is thinking…Jesus! 
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	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  THEOLOGICAL APOLOGETICS	  

   CHAPTER TWELVE 
 

 

 I remember feeling so helpless and powerless.  When I was 18 

and working at a golf course in Tuscaloosa, the regular morning drill 

was getting paired off to go out on the golf carts and accomplish the 

daily golf course duties.  On one morning, I was paired up with Matt, 

who was a devout and practicing Roman Catholic able to explain his 

faith very well.  After hearing his spiel, I was perplexed.  How could I 

ever put my faith in “the gospel of Jesus Christ alone” into words in 

such a way that would convince him to believe my way over his?  But 

that was the problem.  I was only thinking of it as trying to explain my 

faith rather than explaining THE faith! 

 

 There is a difference.  As we’ve moved through MACRO theology, 

the question that begs to be asked is, “Can all of this deep theology 

answer the cries of world?”  If you look at the world around us, it is 

crying out!  Wooden idols, Jerry Springer, and plastic surgery are all 

forms of the screams of society.  Their screams are hollering for 
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forgiveness, righteousness, and safety.	  

 

 First we have to ask two questions.  Question #1: Why are there 

so many different religions?  I believe there are because God has 

created us in His image so that we have desires to worship Him, but 

the reign of sin has cursed all humanity to where our whole lives are 

distorted from its original intent.  Lastly, there are so many religions 

today because of globalization which means that basically every other 

nationality, culture, and religion are now at our doorstep. 

 

 Question #2: Who will be saved?  Different people say different 

things, which is always the case.  Those following “Universal Pluralism” 

would say that every religion does worship the same God…just from 

different directions.  Obviously that is false.  “Inclusivism” teaches that 

everyone is being saved by the gospel of Christ as long as you have 

faith in what has been revealed to you.  Although very popular, that is 

wrong as well.  Those who believe that salvation is only found through 

faith in Jesus Christ are what is called “Exclusivists”…like myself! 

 

 So let’s get down to the heart of the matter.  The question I get 

ALL THE TIME is “How can I witness to someone when they say that 

they don’t believe in the Bible, Christianity, or that there is only one 

way to God”?  Do we think up the best apologetical argument that will 

convince them that God is the only way?  Should we meet them 

where they are and just let them believe in their own terms (like a 
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Muslim believing in Allah and the prophet Esa)?  Or, do we tap into 

what the Holy Spirit is already doing and take advantage of His work?  

Ding ding ding!  That’s right, let’s check out what the Holy Spirit is 

already doing within them. 

 

 John 16:8-11 says that the Holy Spirit is working in every 

unbeliever and is convicting them of three very important things to 

which I think we need to talk with them about.  That means we talk 

more about these three things than we talk about the complexity of 

the eye, the watch found in the forest, or the discovery of Noah’s ark.  

We can witness to the world this way: 

 

1.  Speak to an unbeliever’s UNBELIEF (John 16:8, 9).  Jesus says 

that the Holy Spirit is convicting every unbeliever of not 

believing in Him which is why wooden idol worship exists (along 

with every other religion).  The Holy Spirit says, “You are not 

worshipping Christ.” 

 

2.  Speak to an unbeliever’s UNRIGHTEOUSNESS (16:8, 10).  I am 

convinced that the world has a sense of righteousness.  They 

may not experience much guilt when they do wrong, but they 

go crazy when they are wronged (The Jerry Springer Show)!  The 

world wants a righteous standard in Jesus’ absence.  The Holy 

Spirit says to them, “You are not living for Christ.” 
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3.  Speak to an unbeliever’s UNSAFE eternity (16:8, 11).  People all 

around us (or maybe you) don’t want to look or feel like they’re 

getting old and dying.  Working out, hair coloring, plastic 

surgery, new sports cars, vacations, etc are just some ways they 

are seeking to take their minds off of the coming judgment.  The 

Holy Spirit says, “You are not ready for Christ’s coming.” 

 

 Since the Holy Spirit is already convicting the world in these 

three ways, wouldn’t it make sense to be talking to them about sin, 

righteousness, and judgment to bring them to Jesus?! 
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	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  THE THEOLOGICAL TRIAGE	  

   CHAPTER THIRTEEN 
 

 

 When I was visiting some people in the hospital last week, I 

noticed a college aged girl who was walking in a group of 

people…but she was limping pretty badly.  I guess it didn’t throw me 

off too badly since I had already seen one patient walking around in a 

construction hard-hat and another walking around in furry-bunny 

slippers.  A minute or two after the group had passed, the girl came 

walking back towards us again, this time all by her lonesome.  She 

stopped and asked me if I knew where the emergency room was.  

Apparently, this girl had been walking around the hospital with a torn 

ACL…looking for the emergency room!  She definitely needed 

immediate attention since her knee was swollen to the size of a 

honeydew melon.  But what if someone walked in with a gun-shot 

wound, or a woman in labor, or someone vomiting, or someone with 

diarrhea (yeah, I’m going to stop there)?  Which one should get 

attention first, second, third?  Hospitals have developed a system for 

these kinds of dilemmas called “triage.”  Triage comes from a French 



 52 

word meaning “to sort.”  And this system will help us theologically. 

 

 “Theology” is a set of truths that we accept from God’s Word: the 

Bible.  Even though all truths of Scripture are true, important, and 

worth defending…not all theological truths are equally important.  

Years ago, I had a very close friend sit across the table from me and tell 

me that studying theology wasn’t necessary for today.  He felt that 

theology only ends up dividing the people of Christ.  That can happen, 

but I totally disagree if he thinks theology isn’t important.  Not only is 

theology important but it is inevitable.  Here are the 3 levels in the 

theological triage: 

 

 LEVEL 1: TRUTHS FOR SALVATION – These first level truths are 

ones essential for true salvation in Christ.  A person must affirm these 

to be true to be a Christian and to recognize others as a Christian.  

Matters about Jesus’ humanity, deity, virgin birth, literal death, 

physical-bodily resurrection, etc are necessary for salvation.  They 

don’t have to be understood perfectly, but they must be affirmed as 

true.  Other truths such as a belief in the Triune God as Father, Son, and 

Spirit making up one God, a belief in the coming eternity, a belief in 

the reality of sin, salvation through faith alone…these must also be 

affirmed to be recognized as a Christian.  Sometimes I hear the term 

“heresy” get thrown around too much.  The term heresy should only 

be used when something is believed that would block someone from 

being truly saved.  How can you tell if someone is truly a Christian?  
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Well, they must be believing these first level truths.  This must also be 

said: a person must be able to explain the gospel if they are believing 

in it!	  

 

 LEVEL 2: TRUTHS FOR CHURCHES – These second level truths are 

ones important for churches to agree upon in order to come together 

and fellowship in unity.  Church members should agree upon truths 

such as the mode and timing of baptism, female roles especially in 

terms of pastors, the inspiration of Scripture, eternal security, 

homosexuality and abortion (although very close to first level truths in 

my thinking), speaking in tongues in the church service, worship 

styles, and important issues surrounding the Lord’s Supper.  People 

who have major disagreements with a church over these shouldn’t 

join and cause problems there! 

 

 LEVEL 3: TRUTHS FOR CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP – These third level 

truths are important because they are from Scripture, but I believe 

Christians can be in disagreement over these type truths and still be 

able to fellowship together as fellow Christians.  These are matters 

such as millennial views, views on the rapture, convictions on music 

and movies, issues on election and predestination, parenting styles, 

views on creation, etc.  For teenagers, these are for groups that can 

agree to disagree like their school’s First Priority, FCA’s, Bible studies, 

and others.  Level one and two truths are not as important there. 
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 Lastly, there are two extremes that we all tend toward, one or the 

other, but we all must avoid.  Legalism is when people view every 

truth as first level importance.  Legalists defend too much.  Liberalism 

is when people view every truth as third level importance.  They 

defend too little.  Christians must exercise all levels of the Theological 

Triage: salvation, church, fellowship. 

 


