Intro:
Student getting rejected about Jesus
Imagine this scene… You’re an Israelite.  Moses comes down the mountain…

Trinity and Tuscaloosa Football


Contact hidden in my eye to blind me


Mud on my headlights so I couldn’t see the road


Fog around Light so Sailors couldn’t see land

Need:
Tonight is going to be all about Jesus.  We won’t stop talking about Him.  We never get tired of hearing about Him.  We will keep preaching all about Him, and our student ministry will continually be centered on Him.  If you get tired of talking about or hearing about Jesus then you need to do one thing…get saved or get sin out of your life! 


But we don’t just talk about Jesus to know about Him more.  We talk about Jesus to personally know Him more!  We don’t talk about Jesus just to receive knowledge about Him, but we hang on every Word about our Lord to share all of that truth about Him to others.


So, here is my question…how was your witnessing, evangelizing, and personal missions in 2010?  How’d it go?  Was it strong?  Did you open your mouth?  Did you cower back like a sissy?  Did you try it for the first time?  Did you get rejected?  Did you get into conversations?  Did you get to lead anyone to salvation in Christ?  


This message tonight is from a super strong passage of Scripture that walks us through the power of the gospel and our boldness when we share it.  

OT:
Exodus 34 talks about Moses coming down off the mountain glowing!

2 Corinthians 3 starts out talking about Moses putting a veil over his face.

2 Corinthians 3:12-16.  The CONDITION of people who are not yet SAVED!

We witness with boldness

Moses did not go around boldly with the glory of God

The importance of someone’s face.  People can see it in your face.

People’s hearts are hardened

They cannot see Jesus in the OT (Jews)

· They see God.  They see principles, character studies, and keys to living.

People still live as if the veil has not been removed

· Judaism – No Jesus

· Legalism – Work your way to God

· Moralism – Just be good, and God will love you

When they finally come to Jesus 

2 Corinthians 3:17-18.  The CHANGE of people when they get SAVED!
· They experience the freedom of Christ in their life.

· Their eyes are unveiled, they see Jesus, and are transformed!

2 Corinthians 4:1-2.  The COMMAND of Christians to share Christ!
· Evangelism is a GET TO and not a HAVE TO.  It is a MINISTRY, not a JOB.

· We get to do this by the mercy of God.  We don’t deserve this honor!

· Don’t get frustrated or scared.  

· Continue to confess and repent of sin.  Live life right!  Right motivations.

· Be completely open about your faith in Christ to everyone!

2 Corinthians 4:3-4.  The KEY: Where God and Satan Agree.

· The frightening fact is that the gospel of Christ is hidden to the dying.

· How?  Satan has blinded them from seeing the glorious light of Christ.

· The contact in my eye

· Sixth Sense: I see dead people, but they don’t know they’re dead.

· Mud on my headlights and couldn’t see road at night

· Jesus is the image of God!  This is how we are transformed into God’s glory.

· They can’t see the huge overarching purpose of God for the universe.

· Satan is doing everything he can to keep people blind from seeing Jesus.

· God is overcoming the conspiracy of Satan by bring people to salvation.

· Where do God and Satan agree?  That Jesus is the Key to all of Life!

· Tabernacle Christian and Tuscaloosa Christian

2 Corinthians 4:5-6.  The CALL of God to experience Christ. 

· Here’s what we talk about most.  What life is truly about.

· We don’t talk about ourselves, but we talk about Jesus as Lord!

· We do this because we trust God who created light out of darkness.

· God created the light

· Jesus healed the blind

· God creates light out of darkness in our hearts at salvation.

· Jesus heals our spiritual blindness to see His glory.

· We have the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in our hearts.  We know God. We see the light.  The darkness has been overcome.  And its all in the face of Jesus Christ.

Conclusion: What is your goal for 2011?  How will you learn from your 2010?  How could your top New Years Resolution not be to know Jesus more deeply and to share Him more boldly?  Who will you need to share Jesus with this year?  Will you let a NO stop you? Will you let a little rejection slow you down from sharing the glory of the gospel of Christ?  What will you do?  

We are concluding 2010 the best way we know how…with an all-night study on Jesus Christ, His identity, His death and burial, and His resurrection and return.   Be with us.  Stay with us.  And strengthen your 2011, your faith, and your witness.

