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Song of Solomon Overview – Student Version
Song of Solomon 8:5-14
Question – Why did God give us fire? Answers….
A fire within its proper place can bring warmth and comfort to a home. Once it exceeds it’s boundary it can destroy a home and the lives within. 
Sex experienced within its God ordained boundaries can serve you greatly. 
It is a gift, Someone said, “Besides salvation sex is the best idea God ever had.”

However since it is tied to a natural appetite our flesh nature, the world system and demons use sex against us to cause our enslavement and ultimately our destruction. 

INTRODUCTION:  The Biblical position on sex is that sex is a gift given to married couples of the opposite gender to enjoy greatly, through with God blesses them with children whom they are to raise in the fear and admonition of the Lord. 

However, this has been attacked greatly ever since creation – Satan, Culture and our Flesh has deviated our view of sex to one of two extremes - 

· Sex is Bad, dirty, evil. Godly people don’t enjoy sex. Some Catholics teach that sex is bad and if we could procreate some other way we would. That’s why they don’t let priests marry. 

· Sex is God, life revolves around it. Most of teen television show rotates around the idea that sex is god, you should worship sex, you should allow the decisions of your life to be based on what gets you the most sex. Because sex is god. 

Both positions are wrong and ultimately deadly. 

God’s word not only tells us how we should properly view sex, but to make sure that God is pro-sex we have an entire book of the Bible that glorifies the sexual relationship between a husband and a wife. 

Most of you have never really studied this book. I taught through this book of the bible on Wednesday nights at Capshaw – around 50 people quit coming to Church until the study was complete. 

Why? It can be rather embarrassing. 

One lady said, “I’ll come back on Wednesday nights once you are finished with the sex study” I thought, I’m sure glad I’m not married to you. 

Let’s Look at what we know about this book - 

1. It’s Genre - The first and most obvious feature is that it is a song – Singing has always had a prominent place in worship among God’s people. 

Martin Luther said, “Every Christian needs to have a copy of the scriptures and a copy of the Hymnal in their own language.”
Why? Theology and Doxology go hand in hand. God’s people have always known this to be true. 
Among all of the song of Zion this collection holds preeminence. This is the greatest hits collection of King Solomon. The Title Song of Solomon or the Song of Songs denotes it’s superior excellence, this is the holy of holies, this is the king of all song collections. Solomon wrote 1005 Songs, these are the Greatest Hits. 
2. It’s Place 
In Jewish copies of scripture it is placed immediately after the Pentateuch. Which gives some indication of the maturity the Jewish community expected of those who engaged in sexually pleasure. Origen and Jerome tell us that the Jews forbade it to be read by any until he was thirty years old. 
HOW MANY UNDER 30? From time to time I will ask you to cover your ears and hum! 

So before Jews were allowed to engage in this material they had to memorize large portions of the Pentateuch. 

Obviously the material is adult in nature – you will not find this in most children’s storybook bibles. 

3. It’s KEY PLAYERS/CHARACTERS – 

a. Solomon, son of David, Israel’s third and most powerful, wealthy and wise King. Author of Proverbs, some of the psalms, Ecclesiastes
b. The Shulamite – Who I believe is the woman Abishag introduced in 1 Kings 1:1-4 at the Death of King David. 
c. So we see Solomon, the Shulamite, and her friends who step in to sing backup occasionally. 
4. It’s DATE: The book, then, was probably written sometime during Solomon’s reign, between 971 and 931 b.c. 

Most likely it was written very early in Solomon’s reign before he entered into marriage with over 700 wives and 300 concubines. Typically you can understand the writings of Solomon this way – S.O.S. very early….Proverbs, Middle age…. Ecclesiastes – Senior Adult. 
5. It’s Arrangement - Read the book realizing it is not in sequential order, but random shuffle. You will see their courtship and marriage tucked away half way through the book. NOW, we will skip that portion due to time and simply due to the fact that this is a conference for married people and there isn’t much we can do now about your courtship for good or bad. 

6. It’s Content - 

Chapters 1-7 basically are a really long way of saying, before marriage DON’T HAVE ANYTHING THAT LOOKS OR IN ANY WAY RESEMBLES SEX. After marriage Have sex often, any way you want to, with your marriage partner of the opposite gender and really, really, really enjoy it. That’s Song of Solomon. 

It is just too intense to really preach it to you. Here’s the deal if you want to listen to it, get your parents permission and download the podcast. 

There are a couple of things I want to show you however. 

1. Where’s Jesus in this book? That’s a tough one. Throughout Church history the book was considered alagory and the groom was considered Jesus. Lily of the Valley. But trust me, you don’t want this to be Jesus in this book. One time God speaks and says – this is really good. 
Song of Solomon 5:1 (NAS) 1 “I have come into my garden, my sister, my bride; I have gathered my myrrh along with my balsam. I have eaten my honeycomb and my honey; I have drunk my wine and my milk. 

What does God think about all of this? The next verse is from an outside source that is probably from God - 

“Eat, friends; Drink and imbibe deeply, O lovers.” 
The one time God speaks in the whole book – He is giving His hearty approval to the healthy sexual expression between husband and wife. 

IF YOU WANT A FULL EXPOSITION OF THIS BOOK GET YOUR PARENTS PERMISSION TO LISTEN TO THE PODCAST. 

TEXT: Song of Solomon 8:5-14
5 “Who is this coming up from the wilderness Leaning on her beloved?”
So here the couple is returning to the city from the wilderness and the people are recognizing the affect they have had upon each other. That is a goal of a good and effective date – you come home different.  
Solomon speaks -  “Beneath the apple tree 
· Fig Tree is the place of meditation 

· Olive Tree is the sign of Israel 
· Apple tree is the place of love

“Beneath the apple tree I awakened you; There your mother was in labor with you, There she was in labor and gave you birth.
What’s that all about? He was not there when her mother was in labor… what does this mean?

That’s a cryptic type of verse but the strongest arguments that I have see say that he is saying, I feel you were born to be my wife. 
Often consider the fact that – Someone was born to be your spouce. 
ILLUSTRATION: Have a young lady stand up and say, “Most likely she is going to marry someone, it could be someone in this room. Have a young man stand up – “Most likely this young man will marry someone it could be someone in this room. NOW – have another young man stand and ask,  “Would you mind if these two acted like they were married many times before you are married?”

Proverbs 31 – She does him good and not evil all the days of her life. Do you know what that means? She recognized long before she met her husband that her decisions would one day affect him. So she disciplined herself for godliness. 

SEE – we get the idea that God is only concerned over things that pertain to Church, Whose called in the ministry whose going to be a missionary stuff like that. 

Remember - Genesis 24: 1-91 Now Abraham was old, advanced in age; and the Lord had blessed Abraham in every way. 2 Abraham said to his servant, the oldest of his household, who had charge of all that he owned, “Please place your hand under my thigh, 3 and I will make you swear by the Lord, the God of heaven and the God of earth, that you shall not take a wife for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I live, 4 but you will go to my country and to my relatives, and take a wife for my son Isaac.” 

You remember God promised Abraham descendants like the stars of the skies, but he at this point only had one Son. Now Abraham had no doubt that Isaac would marry the burning question in this dieing mans mind was, “Who would he marry?”

5 The servant said to him, “Suppose the woman is not willing to follow me to this land; should I take your son back to the land from where you came?” 6 Then Abraham said to him, “Beware that you do not take my son back there! 7 “The Lord, the God of heaven, who took me from my father’s house and from the land of my birth, and who spoke to me and who swore to me, saying, ‘To your descendants I will give this land,’ He will send His angel before you, and you will take a wife for my son from there. 8 “But if the woman is not willing to follow you, then you will be free from this my oath; only do not take my son back there.” 9 So the servant placed his hand under the thigh of Abraham his master, and swore to him concerning this matter.
We see it again in Ruth 2:2-3 
2 And Ruth the Moabitess said to Naomi, “Please let me go to the field and glean among the ears of grain after one in whose sight I may find favor.” And she said to her, “Go, my daughter.” 3 So she departed and went and gleaned in the field after the reapers; and she happened to come to the portion of the field belonging to Boaz, who was of the family of Elimelech.

· From Ruth’s perspective today was her lucky day. 

· From Ruth’s perspective karma was in her favor

From God’s perspective Psalm 37:23 23 The steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD: 

· As Christians we do not believe in good karma, we don’t believe in chance, we believe in a Almighty Sovereign Good God of PROVIDENCE. 

SOLOMON says, you were born for me. 
We see it even in Bad Marriages – Ester was God’s girl married to a wicked King, but what was Mordicai’s word to her? Perhaps you were brought here for such a time as this. 
Acts 17:26 (NAS) 26 and He made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined their appointed times and the boundaries of their habitation, 

LISTEN: You are a part of a grand narrative that has as its goal to bring supreme glory to Jesus Christ. You will through the practical effect of your life bring him glory either as an example of:

· The trustworthiness of his Word. See – look – she obeyed my commands, watch as I bless her marriage, watch as I give her really incredible imtimacy with her husband

· The dangers of disobedience – See – Look – he laughed, he mocked my commands, watch as he moves from marriage to marriage, watch as his desire increases yet his fulfillment decreases. See – God is True, Right, Just. 

WHAT ARE WE TO DO AS A RESULT OF THIS TRUTH?

SKIP DOWN TO VERSE 8 

Remember in Chapter 1, she said the brothers were angry with her. Well here the brothers speak. Chronologically this is the first verse. 

8 “We have a little sister, And she has no breasts; What shall we do for our sister On the day when she is spoken for? 
What will we do when someone wants to marry her? 

9 “If she is a wall, - moral, pure, etc. We will build on her a battlement of silver; 
If you’re mature enough to be moral you are mature enough to be married. We will cover her with jewels and give her to be married. 

But if she is a door, We will barricade her with planks of cedar.” 

If you are immoral, you are not going outside this house. 

So we have two options – 
· If you are mature, praise God get married, have all the sex you want. 

· If you are immature – stay at home, don’t date, don’t fool around, don’t watch shows about sex. Barricade yourself with planks of cedar. 

MOST OF YOU WILL NOT GET THIS AND IT WILL COST YOU GREATLY:

· I’m not ready to be married, but I want to pretend I am by dating a boy whose not ready to get married either, but we will hold hands and kiss and make out and see if we can get really close to sex without really crossing the line. 

· Some of you are have crossed the line to such a degree that you are what the bible calls reprobate in regards to the faith. You have sex, you have sex often, you may be thinking about sex with the same gender. LISTEN: The only hope you have is to FLEE to the cross, beg for mercy and cling tightly to Jesus. 
10 “I was a wall, and my breasts were like towers; Then I became in his eyes as one who finds peace.
They are recognizing God’s hand of protection that brought them to this point. 
SKIP DOWN TO VERSE 11 
Back in Chapter 1 we see the Shulamite speaking of how her brothers punished her. 
Song of Solomon 1:6 6 “Do not stare at me because I am swarthy, For the sun has burned me. My mother’s sons were angry with me; They made me caretaker of the vineyards, But I have not taken care of my own vineyard. 

NOW – do you think this was a good thing or a bad thing according to the shulamite?

11 “Solomon had a vineyard at Baal-hamon; He entrusted the vineyard to caretakers. Each one was to bring a thousand shekels of silver for its fruit.
The Shulamites brothers were workers in Solomon’s vineyard. They made her work the vineyard. And it was there in the providence of God that even in bad things were being turned for her good. 
Romans 8:28 (NAS) 28 And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose. 
ILLUSTRATION: I’ve looked back after being married 10 years and can see God’s hand of providence in so many ways. 

· Julie’s Volleyball team coming to my Sunday school class

· Our breakup, people telling me to reconsider. God changing her heart. 
CONCLUSION:
 12 “My very own vineyard is at my disposal; The thousand shekels are for you, Solomon, And two hundred are for those who take care of its fruit.” 13 “O you who sit in the gardens, My companions are listening for your voice— Let me hear it!” 14 “,Hurry, my beloved, And be like a gazelle or a young stag On the mountains of spices.” 
ILLUSTRATION: Couple was married and went directly and picked out their grave sights. 

