Subject: CBSM weekly SS small group leaders email
Hey CBSM SS Small Group Leaders!

 
Everything you need for this Sunday to lead a life-application discussion for Christ is up on the blog (www.storylineframework.com).  There you will find the sermon in written form, the mp3, my sermon notes, etc.  Those should be the big helpers for you.  Actually, the NUMERO UNO big helper for you is that you personally read the chapters for yourself!  God’s Word always trumps everything else.
 
The quick summary of the study: As February is the month of love, valentines is on everyone’s mind, proms are coming up, etc…  We dedicate this month every year to love, relationships, dating, marriage, sex, purity, etc.  This year we called it SEX TALK as we hit on the Song of Solomon with week 1 and Gender Roles with week 2.       
 

SMALL GROUP APPLICATION QUESTIONS:  
Have you ever been trying to get to specific destination and gotten lost because you were going the wrong direction?  What’s the most “lost” you’ve ever been?

How could you explain “Your direction, not your intention or desire, determines your destination” to someone else?  Put it in your own teenage words.

We talked about several different unbiblical kinds of guys that are going the wrong direction…so they’ll end up a the wrong destination.  What other unbiblical types of guys are there when it comes to love, dating, relationships, and marriage.  What about the girls?

We talked about what the world thinks about the church in terms of gender roles.  What does the world think a “godly man” is supposed to look like?  What about a godly woman?  How are those worldly views different from Scripture?

We talked about how God and the Gospel are the clearest pictures for gender roles. 

Read 1 Corinthians 11:3.  How does knowing God in His Trinity affect our view of biblical gender roles?

Read Ephesians 5:31-33.  How does the Gospel of Christ and the church paint a clear picture of God’s goal for our gender roles?

Pick a Passage!  It could be Proverbs 31, Ephesians 5:22-33, 1 Peter 3:1-8.  

Go through one or more of these passages with your students and pick out as many specific gender roles when it comes to being a biblical MAN and WOMAN.  How can our students be preparing on a daily basis now as a teenager so that they can be a more biblical MAN and WOMAN for Jesus when they are an adult?

What are your teenager’s goals (destination) for when they are a grandparent.  How do they want their life to look?  How do they want their children’s lives to look?  How do they want their grandchildren’s lives to look?  What direction changes do we need to make now to end up at that destination?

What prayer requests can you think of to pray for yourself, your small group, and CBSM specifically from this lesson as a whole?

 

Your SS small group should be centered around these three questions which your students should be able to answer from their reading, their attendance on Wednesday, and their previous knowledge of the passages.  I would encourage you to give EQUAL TIME to each of the questions!  So save time to talk much about Jesus and life application!  Or you can just go through the story and intermix Jesus and life application all the way through.  

 

Question 1: What is the story of the passages?  
 
Question 2: How do the passages point us to Christ?
 
Question 3: How do the passages apply to our lives?  
 

Yes, we need to ask these questions every Sunday because we want them to be thinking these three simple questions for every devotion, for every sermon, for every conversation, etc.  These are the big 3!  

 

Can you ask other questions?  Absolutely you can!  In fact, I would encourage you to think of some good application question that would apply specifically to your group.  These questions will be much different for the 7th grade girls than the 12th grade guys!

 

Here is a general outline of your class that I think would be very beneficial!
1. Listen: Let your class talk a few minutes and just listen to them, listen to their weekend, listen to their lives, listen to their week…listen to their hearts. 

2. Prayer: Ask for prayer requests before you start the discussion. 

3. Accountability: Ask your class if they did their Bible reading, how their prayer life went this week, who they’ve witnessed to, and about their relationship with Christ. 

4. Discussion: Ask the BIG 3 QUESTIONS along with other questions that sparked in your mind during your reading.  Don’t be afraid if they get off track a little.  Listen to where their minds and conversations are going, and try to take a wide facilitating turn back to the Word. 
5. Prayer: Ask for prayer requests again, but this time ask them to be specifically from what you’ve studied and discussed that morning.  Ask how yall can be praying for each other, and how yall can be praying for the student ministry through the passages.  And take time to pray together!
 

That should easily take up 45 to an hour.  If you have any questions…please let me know!  Feel free to refer back to this email often.  Let me know if you have any helpful suggestions for the rest of the teachers.  I’m also attaching a commentary on the book of Judges in case you need it for more answers!

 

Only by His grace,
Chip

www.storylineframework.com 
