Subject: CBSM weekly SS small group leaders email
Hey CBSM SS Small Group Leaders!

 
Everything you need for this Sunday to lead a life-application discussion for Christ is up on the blog (www.storylineframework.com).  There you will find the sermon in written form, the mp3, my sermon notes, etc.  Those should be the big helpers for you.  Actually, the NUMERO UNO big helper for you is that you personally read the chapters for yourself!  God’s Word always trumps everything else.
 
The quick summary of the study: Our community has been ravaged by teenage suicides and deaths…especially over the last couple of months. We have had a devastating week with two teens in our area ending their own lives by suicide.  There have been at least two other teen suicides in the past two months, and statistics tell us that there are another 100 attempts for ever suicidal success.  THIS HAS GOT TO STOP!  So we're going to do everything we can at CBSM to start a movement on spreading the hope of Jesus Christ.  We did our best to hit the topic of suicide head-on last night and talked straight-up about why it happens, how to help, and where hope can be found.  Feel free to check out and use all of our resources for your life and ministry dealing with suicide as well.    
 

SMALL GROUP APPLICATION QUESTIONS:  
How have you personally been affected by suicide in your family, friends, or personal life?

Are your friends hearing about CBSM more (so we can reach them for Jesus) as we talk about these important and current trends?

How did your mind change about the seriousness of suicide after hearing all of the statistics that Pastor Chip mentioned? (statistics in “outline”)

Read 1 Corinthians 15:3-4 and John 8:44.  If someone came up to you confused and asked, “Why is all of this suicide happening?  Why are people doing this to themselves?”  How would you answer them?  How would you share with them the big storyline that God has revealed to us in all of Scripture?  How would you share with them about Satan as a murder and a liar?  How would you share with them about the death, resurrection, and hope of Jesus?

Go back over the “How do I help someone who is suicidal?” and get feedback from your students.

1. Be proactive. Before it happens, spread the gospel, love each other, support, defend, show grace, and show everyone what it looks like to live for Jesus.

2. 2.  Be upfront.  Ask someone you may be worried about if they have ever thought about suicide.  Ask if they have a plan.

3. Talk about God’s love for them.  Assure them that the God of this universe has a supreme love for them.

4. Talk about other’s love for them.  Assure them that many others love them, and that their bad decision would devastate those around them.

5. Find the real problem, and why they are thinking about suicide…and talk about it!  Give them hope.

6. Stop the chocking game.  Have nothing to do with it, and stop it whenever you can.  Its not a game, it’s a trap by Satan.

7. Whenever you can tell its serious, tell an adult ASAP.

Go over “Where is my HOPE if I’m suicidal?” (in notes on blog)

Here are some motives for teenage suicides: rough family life, impulsive decision, pressure from expectations, last resort, extreme emotions, accidental, shame, recent loss, copy cat, and life just sucks.  Talk about how we can share the hope of Jesus Christ in every one of these scenarios.

Read John 10:7-18 and talk about Jesus’ supreme love for us as our Good Shepherd.

Feel free to read the student testimony again (in my “notes” on the blog).

Pray deeply for our community, our schools, our families, and our students.  We have many who are hurting, confused, mourning, and going through some seriously hard stuff.  Pray that they’ll tell Satan the Liar to SHUT UP and ask Jesus the Lover to SPEAK UP!

What prayer requests can you think of to pray for yourself, your small group, and CBSM specifically from this lesson as a whole?

 

Your SS small group should be centered around these three questions which your students should be able to answer from their reading, their attendance on Wednesday, and their previous knowledge of the passages.  I would encourage you to give EQUAL TIME to each of the questions!  So save time to talk much about Jesus and life application!  Or you can just go through the story and intermix Jesus and life application all the way through.  

 

Question 1: What is the story of the passages?  
 
Question 2: How do the passages point us to Christ?
 
Question 3: How do the passages apply to our lives?  
 

Yes, we need to ask these questions every Sunday because we want them to be thinking these three simple questions for every devotion, for every sermon, for every conversation, etc.  These are the big 3!  

 

Can you ask other questions?  Absolutely you can!  In fact, I would encourage you to think of some good application question that would apply specifically to your group.  These questions will be much different for the 7th grade girls than the 12th grade guys!

 

Here is a general outline of your class that I think would be very beneficial!
1. Listen: Let your class talk a few minutes and just listen to them, listen to their weekend, listen to their lives, listen to their week…listen to their hearts. 

2. Prayer: Ask for prayer requests before you start the discussion. 

3. Accountability: Ask your class if they did their Bible reading, how their prayer life went this week, who they’ve witnessed to, and about their relationship with Christ. 

4. Discussion: Ask the BIG 3 QUESTIONS along with other questions that sparked in your mind during your reading.  Don’t be afraid if they get off track a little.  Listen to where their minds and conversations are going, and try to take a wide facilitating turn back to the Word. 
5. Prayer: Ask for prayer requests again, but this time ask them to be specifically from what you’ve studied and discussed that morning.  Ask how yall can be praying for each other, and how yall can be praying for the student ministry through the passages.  And take time to pray together!
 

That should easily take up 45 to an hour.  If you have any questions…please let me know!  Feel free to refer back to this email often.  Let me know if you have any helpful suggestions for the rest of the teachers.  I’m also attaching a commentary on the book of Judges in case you need it for more answers!

 

Only by His grace,
Chip

www.storylineframework.com 
