Subject: CBSM weekly SS small group leaders email
Hey CBSM SS Small Group Leaders!

 
Everything you need for this Sunday to lead a life-application discussion for Christ is up on the blog (www.storylineframework.com).  There you will find the sermon in written form, the mp3, my sermon notes, etc.  Those should be the big helpers for you.  Actually, the NUMERO UNO big helper for you is that you personally read the chapters for yourself!  God’s Word always trumps everything else.
 
The quick summary of the study: As February is the month of love, valentines is on everyone’s mind, proms are coming up, etc…  We dedicate this month every year to love, relationships, dating, marriage, sex, purity, etc.  This year we called it SEX TALK as we hit on the Song of Solomon with week 1 and Gender Roles with week 2.       
 

SMALL GROUP APPLICATION QUESTIONS:  
Small group leaders: share your personal salvation testimony with your students.  Talk about God’s grace in your life because of your sin before Him, talk about your understanding and belief in the gospel, and be real about your need for God’s grace in your life continuing with the gospel!

Set up a plan for all your students to share their salvation testimony in the month of March or just over the next 3 Sundays (including this Sunday).  Take volunteers even tho they may not be “prepared”.  Make sure the central theme of their testimony is the gospel of Christ!

Read Ephesians 2:8-9.  What does it mean that we have been saved BY GRACE?  What is grace?  What is grace NOT?  Who does God show grace to?  Why would we say that God only shows grace to people THRU Jesus?  Talk about our Truth: Grace is God’s goodness towards undeserving sinners through Jesus.  What is the opposite of grace?  Legalism!  Legalism is working to earn God’s pleasure, favor, satisfaction, and goodness in our lives.  What is the difference between God’s mercy and grace (policeman illustration).  

Read Isaiah 6:1-2.  How important is understanding the GLORY of God before understanding the GRACE of God?  How do people need to view God in order to come to Him humbly for salvation?

Read Isaiah 6:3-4.  How significant are the praises of some of the most powerful and fearsome creatures in the Bible…towards God?  What does it mean that God is HOLY?  What does it mean that they said HOLY 3 times?  Why would God’s HOLINESS be His most defining attribute among all the others?

Read Isaiah 6:5.  What should every human’s response be to God’s GLORY? (Confession and Repentance of Sin).  Does every sinner need to come to this realization of sinfulness in confession and repentance?  What are some other verses in God’s Word about salvation that supports this?  What verses from the Romans Road speak to this?

Read Isaiah 6:6-7.  How (through Who) is God’s grace shown and given to sinners in order to be forgiven and blessed?  Upon Whose obedience is God’s forgiveness dependent on.  Clue: not ours!  What part does God’s grace play in the Gospel?

Read John 12:41-43.  How significant is it that Isaiah saw Jesus on the throne, it was Jesus surrounded by the angels, it was Jesus who is Holy, Holy, Holy.  It was Jesus who’s glory fills the whole earth.  It was Jesus who Isaiah saw and was absolutely convicted of his sin!

Talk about the “student getting an A no matter what” from her teacher, and what that means for our lives with God’s grace.  Jesus has already lived His life and gotten an A+++++ for His obedience.  We are living in God’s favor, satisfaction, and goodness because of what Jesus has done.

Pastor Chip didn’t mention the challenge.  So here it is… Challenge: Allow God’s grace to MOTIVATE towards salvation and obedience.  Why is it important for us and God to be motivated by His goodness and grace rather than by His law and our fear?  

How would you answer a Christian friend who asked, “Is God mad at me?  Because I really messed up this past weekend and fell into some horrible sin.”

How would you answer a non-Christian friend who asked, “Is God mad at me…or does He love me?”

What prayer requests can you think of to pray for yourself, your small group, and CBSM specifically from this lesson as a whole?

 

Your SS small group should be centered around these three questions which your students should be able to answer from their reading, their attendance on Wednesday, and their previous knowledge of the passages.  I would encourage you to give EQUAL TIME to each of the questions!  So save time to talk much about Jesus and life application!  Or you can just go through the story and intermix Jesus and life application all the way through.  

 

Question 1: What is the story of the passages?  
 
Question 2: How do the passages point us to Christ?
 
Question 3: How do the passages apply to our lives?  
 

Yes, we need to ask these questions every Sunday because we want them to be thinking these three simple questions for every devotion, for every sermon, for every conversation, etc.  These are the big 3!  

 

Can you ask other questions?  Absolutely you can!  In fact, I would encourage you to think of some good application question that would apply specifically to your group.  These questions will be much different for the 7th grade girls than the 12th grade guys!

 

Here is a general outline of your class that I think would be very beneficial!
1. Listen: Let your class talk a few minutes and just listen to them, listen to their weekend, listen to their lives, listen to their week…listen to their hearts. 

2. Prayer: Ask for prayer requests before you start the discussion. 

3. Accountability: Ask your class if they did their Bible reading, how their prayer life went this week, who they’ve witnessed to, and about their relationship with Christ. 

4. Discussion: Ask the BIG 3 QUESTIONS along with other questions that sparked in your mind during your reading.  Don’t be afraid if they get off track a little.  Listen to where their minds and conversations are going, and try to take a wide facilitating turn back to the Word. 
5. Prayer: Ask for prayer requests again, but this time ask them to be specifically from what you’ve studied and discussed that morning.  Ask how yall can be praying for each other, and how yall can be praying for the student ministry through the passages.  And take time to pray together!
 

That should easily take up 45 to an hour.  If you have any questions…please let me know!  Feel free to refer back to this email often.  Let me know if you have any helpful suggestions for the rest of the teachers.  I’m also attaching a commentary on the book of Judges in case you need it for more answers!

 

Only by His grace,
Chip

www.storylineframework.com 
