Jeremiah 21-29: Confrontations

Intro		Josh Applebee Prom Story
· Josh wanted to do something crazy
· He wanted to get up on stage and dance, which would have been ok..except he was going to do it while wearing nothing on his chest.
· Texted Colson.  Colson pointed him out and cheered him on.  We can be proud of our senior leaders here at CBSM such as Colson for encouraging public nakedness.
· Robby Parker’s face looked like it would if he were Chip waking up at a Justin Bieber concert.
· Picture on screen
· Transition into Zedekiah’s confusion.
· Rebuked by Jeremiah
· Who do you think you are?
· Our response as well
· Important
· Rebuke- confronting someone about their sin in order to bring about repentance
Truth		God uses rebuke for repentance
· Who? Jeremiah
· What? Rebuking (King, False Prophets, People, Beliefs)
· Why? Repetitive, unrepentant sin
· How? Straight-up, confrontational
· Read passage
· Talk about Jeremiah rebuking the king.
OT		Jeremiah 21:1-10
· Read passage.
· Pathetic that priests need help.
· Opposite (fight against them)
· Clear instructions from God to His people.
· Apply
· Chip-  not using God’s Word
· Jason- worshipping John Mayer, not Jesus
Jeremiah 23:16-22
· False prophets- anyone who teaches wrong about Jesus and His Word; anyone who gets the Gospel wrong.
· Apply
· Divinity, humanity, holiness, “Love God,” 
· Didn’t love the Word
· Followed their hearts
· Deceptive heart verse Jeremiah 17:9- “The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately sick; who can understand it?”
Jeremiah 24:1-10
· Good figs—people who surrendered and went to Babylon.
· Bad figs—Zedekiah, government officials, people who tried to escape God’s punishment by fleeing to Egypt.
· Apply
· Good figs- those who are rebuked and repent
· Bad figs- those who are rebuked and don’t repent, continuing in sin.
Jeremiah 26:1-16
· Confronts the false belief that Judah’s people will be ok in their sin.
· Apply
· We rationalize.
· Transition:  Comparison between Jeremiah and Jesus
NT		Matthew 23:29-36
· Hippie Jesus
· Very confrontational
· comparison with Jeremiah 26:14-15
· Just as Jeremiah and Jesus were called by God to rebuke His people, we are also called to rebuke each other.
· Difference between Jesus and Jeremiah (perfection/sin).
· Point sin to our need to be rebuked.
· Not called to be Christian hall monitors
· We need to repent and be open to rebuke as well.
Challenge	Let others get in your face as you lovingly get in theirs.
· Specific instructions (just like Jesus and Jeremiah)
Galatians 6:1
· Watch yourself too!
· Why Jesus rebuked the Pharisees (HYPOCRITES!)
· How do we restore and rebuke in gentleness?
Matthew 18:15-17
1. Private- again and again and again
2. Small groups- why? they won’t listen.  who? witnesses (NO GOSSIP)
3. Church- cut off. Bad fig.  Cancer.
· Little Johnny the double dipper
· Fellow believer in repetitive unrepentant sin, it is necessary to do this.
· PERSONAL ILLUSTRATION- Skiing, Chip and Jason
· Our reluctance to do this and our tendency to not want to offend anybody has lead to the existence of watered-down groups of so-called “Christians” that are accepted as churches.
· We cannot afford to tolerate our sin.  Don’t be a part of a church that is so accepting of sin that it minimalizes what Christ did on the cross.
· GOSPEL
· Every head bowed, every eye closed.
· People that need to rebuke
· People that need to repent and be open to rebuke
· People that need to start following Christ (aisle, adults, friends)
· The band is about to come up and lead us in worship, but for now take a few minutes and pray
