Intro:
Lady at the Alabama Football Game

Kingdom: The Place and People that the King rules over.

Need:
You need to understand these visions concerning kingdom.

What is your current kingdom? Who is your king? Who rules your life?  Where’s your land?

The book of Daniel is all about KINGDOM!

Daniel is one of the most misinterpreted books of the whole Bible!

People only talk about it with codes, prophecy charts, and children’s stories

Its an unbelievable book about Jesus!

The context around Daniel: EXILE

OT:
Daniel finds himself in another kingdom.



Babylon is another kingdom. Place, People, King




Babylon is an amazing place. 7 wonders of the world – Gardens.



Babylon treated Daniel very well.

Daniel 1:8-9. Daniel and Culture. Daniel fights against the kingdom’s culture and stays faithful
The culture and kingdom were taking very good care of him

He doesn’t eat or drink anything that would defile himself.


Don’t defile your mind or body while in this other kingdom’s culture.



You can do 3 things with Culture: Reject. Receive. Redeem.



Daniel is blessed for staying faithful to God. Found healthier & wiser.

Daniel 2:44-45.  Neb’s Dream. The kings of the rivaling cultures are reminded that their kingdom is temporal.  God’s people are reminded of this as well.  Kingdoms will end.  They are cursed.  We don’t need to be shortsighted and follow temporary kingdoms!  Satan knows he’ll have an end and be thrown in hell.

Daniel was promoted.  Sounds a lot like Joseph!

Nebuchadnezzar built statue. Daniel and boys wouldn’t bow.

Daniel 3:24 – 25. Thrown into fiery furnace. Jesus was there. Jesus is with you.  What about church history? To live is Christ and to die is gain!


Nebuchadnezzar then praises God and protects the Israelites.


Nebuchadnezzar had a second dream interpreted by Daniel – Beast!


Nebuchadnezzar praised his own glory, kingdom, and majesty. Beast!

Daniel 4:34 – 36.  Nebuchadnezzar praised the Lord! See him in eternity?


God’s handwriting on the wall for Bellshazar. He died. Darius next.


Darius likes Daniel. Other guys hate him. Make a rule against him. 30
Daniel 5 – The Handwriting on the wall for Belshazzar

Daniel 6:19-21. Daniel survives lions. Haters thrown in.  King praises God.

Daniel 7 – Belshazzar takes over the throne

Daniel 7:1-8.  No one decisively knows! Only speculation. Not what its about!

Daniel 7:9-12.  A vision of God.  Glory and wisdom.  Ruling the whole time!

Daniel 7:13-14. A Vision of Jesus returning and ruling.

Daniel 7:15-18.  A Vision of the Kingdom’s Citizens.

PWR:
God’s Kingdom is Already but Not Yet


The already of Christ’s Kingdom is salvation and the church.

The Not Yet of Christ’s Kingdom is His final and forever rule on the New 

Earth

NT:
Revelation 19  How does Jesus return?  He returns as a King!

Story:
How much should we want Jesus’ return for the fullness of His Kingdom?
Think about the return of a championship. Think about the return of a relationship after a breakup.  Think about the return of a father.

We should think about, talk about, tweet about Jesus as much as a middle school girl does about Justin Bieber.  Your music should be full of Jesus.  Your conversation should be full of Jesus.  Your thoughts.  Your heart. 

App:
A Kingdom has a King. Worship Your King!


A Kingdom has a Culture.  Live For Your King!


A Kingdom has People: Enjoy and serve the people of your king.


A Kingdom has a Place: Spread the gospel to fill the Kingdom of Christ

