Subject: CBSM weekly SS small group leaders email
Hey CBSM SS Small Group Leaders!

 
Everything you need for this Sunday to lead a life-application discussion for Christ is up on the blog (www.youthgrouptruth.com).  There you will find the sermon in written form, the mp3, my sermon notes, etc.  Those should be the big helpers for you.  Actually, the NUMERO UNO big helper for you is that you personally read the chapters for yourself!  God’s Word always trumps everything else.
 
The quick summary of the study: Sweet Dreams is a 4 week series on Ezekiel and Daniel.  The major reoccurring themes of Ezekiel and Daniel are the visions/dreams that God constantly gives them in order to communicate His message of repentance and judgment to rebellious Israel.  While visions/dreams are not normal for today, they can still happen.  But they are a rarity.  God has promised that He can, will, and does speak to people most prominently through His Word.  So these prophet visions/dreams from God teach us about His character, His will, and His calling for our lives.  
 

SMALL GROUP APPLICATION QUESTIONS:  
Explain someone you’ve seen that has completely devoted their life to something that absolutely consumes them.  In that situation, explain who their king would be, what their culture would be, who their people would be, and what their place would be.

With an understanding of Kingdom, how would you answer a friend who asks you, “How can I know for sure that I’m saved?”  How could you identify Jesus’ Lordship in their life?

What does the phrase “If Jesus isn’t Lord of All, then He’s not Lord of All” mean…especially when it comes to a person’s personal life?

Discuss the TRUTH from Daniel (on the back of the NETMA).  Do you understand this definition of a kingdom?

Discuss what we mean by “THE EXILE OF ISRAEL” when we talk about the context surrounding the Prophets.

Read Daniel 1 and talk about how Daniel did not fall into the culture of the Babylonians even though he had every opportunity to prosper in it.  

Pastor Chip talked about 2 ways to defile yourself: Defile your mind and defile your body.  What are some ways that defile your mind and body and ultimately your soul?

How would you answer a friend who asks you, “Is all culture bad?  How do we discern between sinful culture and godly culture?  How does God want us to live in culture?”

Pastor Chip talked about how we have 3 choices with different things in the culture: Reject it, Receive it, or Redeem.

What are the kinds of people that just reject all culture? (Legalists, etc.)

What are the kinds of people that just receive all culture? (Liberals, etc.)

What are the kinds of people that redeem culture? (Biblical Christians!)

What parts of culture do we need to completely reject? (unredeemable)

What parts of culture can we completely receive? (not sinful)

What parts of culture can we redeem for Jesus’ glory?

Read Daniel 2 about Nebuchadnezzar’s dream.  Who is the Rock that will destroy all kingdoms in 2:44-45?

Read Daniel 3 about the Fiery Furnace.  Sorry, I said it was Daniel with his 3 boys, but it was just the 3 boys in this one.  Talk about Daniel 3:24-25 and the one who was in the furnace with them.

Discuss Daniel 4 and Nebuchadnezzar becoming a beast.

Discuss Daniel 5 and The Handwriting on the Wall.

Discuss Daniel 6 and Danial surviving the Lion’s Den.

Read Daniel 7:1-8.  When we read these kinds of prophecies, do we need to focus on the imagery, the allegory, the codes, the hypothesis of meanings, or the overall picture about Jesus?  

Read Daniel 7:9-12. How could you describe God to someone through this passage?

Read Daniel 7:13-14.  How would you answer a friend who asked you, “Do you really believe that this so-called Jesus is coming back someday to finally rescue you?”  

Daniel 7:15-18.  This passage gives us hints and glimpses of what we’ll be doing for all of eternity.  What does it seem to hint at us about our eternal roles?

We talked about how the Kingdom of God is ALREADY but NOT YET.  The ALREADY of the Kingdom of God is the CHURCH.  How does that fit with our definition of a kingdom?  The NOT YET of the Kingdom of God is the Eternal Kingdom of Christ.  How will that fit into our definition of Kingdom?

A Kingdom Has a King: Worship Your King.  How ought we to worship Christ?

A Kingdom has a Culture: Live for Your King. How should we live for Christ?

A Kingdom has People: Love your King’s People. How should we love them?

A Kindom has a Place: Enjoy your church.  How can we enjoy church more?

What prayer requests can you think of to pray for yourself, your small group, and CBSM specifically from this lesson as a whole?

 

Your SS small group should be centered around these three questions which your students should be able to answer from their reading, their attendance on Wednesday, and their previous knowledge of the passages.  I would encourage you to give EQUAL TIME to each of the questions!  So save time to talk much about Jesus and life application!  Or you can just go through the story and intermix Jesus and life application all the way through.  

 

Question 1: What is the story of the passages?  
 
Question 2: How do the passages point us to Christ?
 
Question 3: How do the passages apply to our lives?  
 

Yes, we need to ask these questions every Sunday because we want them to be thinking these three simple questions for every devotion, for every sermon, for every conversation, etc.  These are the big 3!  

 

Can you ask other questions?  Absolutely you can!  In fact, I would encourage you to think of some good application question that would apply specifically to your group.  These questions will be much different for the 7th grade girls than the 12th grade guys!

 

Here is a general outline of your class that I think would be very beneficial!
1. Listen: Let your class talk a few minutes and just listen to them, listen to their weekend, listen to their lives, listen to their week…listen to their hearts. 

2. Prayer: Ask for prayer requests before you start the discussion. 

3. Accountability: Ask your class if they did their Bible reading, how their prayer life went this week, who they’ve witnessed to, and about their relationship with Christ. 

4. Discussion: Ask the BIG 3 QUESTIONS along with other questions that sparked in your mind during your reading.  Don’t be afraid if they get off track a little.  Listen to where their minds and conversations are going, and try to take a wide facilitating turn back to the Word. 
5. Prayer: Ask for prayer requests again, but this time ask them to be specifically from what you’ve studied and discussed that morning.  Ask how yall can be praying for each other, and how yall can be praying for the student ministry through the passages.  And take time to pray together!
 

That should easily take up 45 to an hour.  If you have any questions…please let me know!  Feel free to refer back to this email often.  Let me know if you have any helpful suggestions for the rest of the teachers.  I’m also attaching a commentary on the book of Judges in case you need it for more answers!

 

Only by His grace,
Chip

www.youthgrouptruth.com
