Intro:
The Hereafter Movie (Matt Damon)

Prop Me Up By the Jukebox (Joe Diffie), 

If Heaven Aint A lot like Dixie (Hank Williams Jr.), 

I Wish You Were Here (Mark Wills)

When I Get to Where I’m Going (Brad Paisely)

Everybody Wants To Go To Heaven (Kenny Chesney)

Need:
Everyone is thinking about eternity.  Everyone!  Fear of death.  


This is a great witnessing tool!


This is a great tool of personal growth!


What Eternity is Not

1. Not the After Life

2. Boring Choir Practive with Angels and Harps

3. Not Clouds

4. Not Heaven

What Eternity Is

1. Not the After Life but The After-Death

2. Not Boring, Choir Practice with Angelic Harps but Eternal Life

3. Not Heaven, but On the New Earth in the New Heavens

4. Not Clouds but Kingdom of Christ

OT:
The Situation of Ezekiel.  Israel in Exile.  This is a vision for repentance!

Touring the Temple

God brought Ezekiel to the TEMPLE.  Talk about the TEMPLE. (47:1a)

· The TEMPLE in Scripture is the dwelling place of God with His people

· The Garden of Eden was a Temple

· The Tabernacle was built in Exodus

· The Temple was constructed 

· The Temple was destroyed in the Exile

· The Temple was promised in the Exile

· The Temple was fulfilled in Christ

· The Presence of God will be perfect among His people for eternity

WATER was trickling from the temple eastward.  WATER. (47:1b-6)

· Water in Scripture is a symbol of both God’s judgment and blessing

· We see waters in the Garden of Eden

· God uses water to judge and destroy the whole earth in the Flood

· God uses water to save His people and destroy His enemies in the Exodus and crossing of the Red Sea

· God uses water for cleansing in the Temple

· God provides water for His people from a Rock in the desert

· Jesus calls Himself the Living water that quenches Thirst (Jn 4)

· Jesus prophesies that the Spirit will be given to those who believe

· Water flows from Jesus’ side at His death

· The Spirit is poured out at Pentecost

· New believers are baptized with water symbolizing the gospel

· Water is present in the New Creation


The water flows into the DEAD SEA. Talk about the DEAD SEA. (47:7-8)

· In the Dead Sea, there is no life because it is so filled with salt

· Even the Dead Sea is made fresh with the River

· Even the most dead of people are made fresh through the Spirit.


The water gives life to swarms of FISH. FISH. (47:9-11)

· The first major mention of fish is with Jonah and the Great Fish

· Jesus called many fishermen to be His disciples.

· He promised that He would make them fishers of men

· Jesus multiplied FISH and BREAD in the Feeding of the 5000

· Jesus ate fish with His disciples in His resurrected body (Luke 24)


TREES are on the sides of the river. TREES. (47:12)

· There are 2 Trees in the Garden of Eden at the beginning

· The Tree of Life and the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil

· God feeding His people is constantly an issue of faith in Scripture

· Jesus became the curse and was hung on a tree Galatians says.

· The Tree of Life shows back up again in Revelation 22

Go To Revelation 22.

Talk about ETERNITY as resisting temptation and turning back to God.

Talk about ETERNITY as putting up with crap for Christ and remaining faithful.

Talk about ETERNITY as our motivation to live and give the Gospel to the lost!

