Intro:
Jason and his wife cheating on him.  

Need:
Nobody wants to be with a cheater.  Cheaters can’t be trusted.  Cheaters don’t really love you.  Cheaters are not committed.  Cheaters hurt you.  


You are a cheater in the making if you have a bf/gf and you flirt w/ others.

OT:
God talks about cheaters in the book of Hosea. 

Hosea is what we call a Minor Prophet


Minor Prophets – What they are.  My thoughts on teaching them.  Sin!

1:1
Hosea’s Context

1:2

Did I just hear you right, God?  I’m supposed to go and marry a whore?  But I wanted to marry Super Christian Cathy or Sunday School Susie!  I don’t want to give my heart to a woman that will just cheat on me!  A whore is a woman who sleeps around outside of marriage.  We don’t just call who loose, needy, clingy, or easy.  We give big sins big names. Its being a whore.  By the way, a guy doing this is a fornicator.  There’s a new F word in church for you.  In our culture, girls may get away with it but guys don’t.  Not with God!  Guys are even more guilty!

Take yourself a wife of whoredom…if it isn’t bad enough already that her name is Gomer! That doesn’t mean she already was a whore, prostitute, or a hooker.  That means she will become a whore.  How do we know?  Because it uses the same language for the kids.  The kids weren’t born to the whore yet, so she wasn’t a whore yet.  God was asking Hosea to go and raise Gomer’s kids that he did not father. This means Hosea is not about you going out and marrying some hooker, prostitute, stripper, or Hooter’s waitress.  It aint right!

This is a real life illustration that God is making because He’s dealing with a real life issue: covenant unfaithfulness.  We don’t just have a friendship with God, but we have a covenant relationship with God.  God isn’t saying that our relationship with Him is kind of like a marriage, but God is saying that marriage is a glimpse of our relationship with Him.  So God is telling us that our sin, rebellion, and wickedness against Him is worse than cheating on our spouse.  God is calling those who claim Him but live in sin spiritual whores/cheaters.


1:3 - 5 

Hosea obeyed God.  Married Gomer.  This is a family of jacked-up names.  Just wait!  We live in a world of jacked-up names too!  Gomer conceived and bore Hosea a son.  This was their son.  Not a son from her cheating on him…yet.  God tells them to name their son Jezreel as a symbol of God’s coming judgment on Israel.


1:6 - 7

Gomer conceived again and bore a daughter.  This daughter was not Hosea’s daughter.  Gomer had gone out behind Hosea’s back and gotten prego by some other dude.  Call her “No Mercy” or Lo Ruhamah

God is saying to name the baby this because He will not have mercy on Israel like He will on Judah.  He says He will save Judah, but not in a way that any one else could take the credit.   God saves US in a way to where no one else can take the credit!


1:8 – 9

Gomer has yet another kid by cheating on Hosea with another man.  This family belong on day time talk shows! They named him “Lo Ammi” which means “Not My People”. God is talking about taking back His covenant with the Israelites at Mount Sinai.


1:10-11

We see God’s grace here.  God’s grace is that He’ll unite His people with Himself and with each other through a human head: Jesus Christ!

What could they have done so wrong to deserve all this that God would act this way?


2:5-8


She cheated.  She saw her stuff came from her lovers.  Took advantage of God’s grace and gave the glory to Satan.


2:14-15




God’s relentless pursuit of His bride.


3:1-5



Go love Gomer even though other men have loved on her.



Do it as the Lord loves Israel. Raisin cakes. 



Somehow she had gotten for sale.  Probably so deep in sin…



15 shekels was really low.

Story:
What Jason did with his cheating wife.  Divorce situations.

Gospel:

We are the spiritual whores and God-cheaters who are enslaved by sin.  We have nothing to offer God that He would take us in.  It is totally out of His grace and mercy.  He pursues us!  He relentlessly pursues us!  He pays the price!  Jesus Christ dies for our sins and raises from the dead to unite us to God and to each other.  

James 4:4 calls us adulterers (God-cheaters) for being friends with the world.

1 Corinthians 6:19 – 20 says we’ve been bought with a price. Glorify God!

Ephesians 5 says that we are the Bride of Christ, and we must live like it.

Don’t be a prideful Christian!  Respond to God’s grace! 

Respond if you’re not a Christian yet!  

