
Amos:


This prophet tells us about himself in 1:1 and 7:14-15, for the most part we know that he is a shepherd from Judah that is called by God to go preach to the Israelites about the coming judgment for sin.  

The one amazing thing that we can off the bat see from the life of Amos is the complete submission to God that he shows.  Amos is not even a prophet and yet he follows the call of God to go and preach to the sinful northern kingdom.  This just goes to show that God used normal everyday people to complete his mission.  You don’t have to have special abilities to follow him.  You just have to be willing to do what he has called you to do.

Another thing that we need to understand about this time is that it is a very prosperous time for Israel.  Amos is prophesying at the same time as Hosea and in a time that Israel is prospering greatly.  In fact it was during this time that Israel was thinking it was about time for them to assume their role as rulers of the world.  But oh man were they far off.  For them they thought that the day of the Lord was going to be a day of light, but in fact it will be a day of darkness.  

Judgment Oracles:


In 1:2-2:5 of Amos we see a set of 7 judgment oracles.  All of these oracles are address to Israel’s neighbors including the Southern Kingdom of Judah.  One of the major themes that we see through these oracles is the Judgment of fire.  In all of the judgments God says that he will send fire upon the nations as punishment for their sin.  The reason for fire comes from the OT itself since God is consistently described as a consuming fire.  Also because there is no man made strong hold that can endure the fire of God.  


Now before we get into the reason for this judgment we must first see the contrast that is built between Hosea and Amos.  In Exodus 34:6-8 we see God telling Moses of his mercy, patience, and love.  But at the same time we see him speak of how he cannot leave the guilty unpunished.  This is simply against his very nature.  In the book of Hosea we see the beautiful picture of God’s love for his people through the picture of Hosea and his cheating wife and how we are just like Gomer in the way the that we cheat on God.  But through his steadfast love and mercy he continually forgives us though the blood of Jesus.  Then once we get to Amos we get a whole different picture of God’s justice.  Here in this book we see a picture of how even though God is merciful and loving he still has to punish sin.  And here much to the Israelites surprise he is going to punish their sins.  


So what we see through the course of this book is God’s justice that is going to be poured out on the entire world.  The Book of Amos shows us that God will not look over a single person’s sins.  In Exodus 34 he says that he cannot leave the guilty unpunished.  Well the stark reality is that we are all guilty and are all in line to incur God’s wrath.  

7 Judgment Oracles:


In the first 6 oracles we see that God is judging the nations outside of Israel for simply the basic sins of humanity.  


-Damascus threshed Gilead with threshing sledges of Iron so they get fire.


-Gaza carried a whole people into exile.


-Tyre delievered a whole people to Edom and did not remember the 

covenant of brotherhood.  


-Edom pursued his brother with the sword and cast off all pity.


-The Ammonites ripped open pregnant women in Gilead to get more land.


-Moab burned the King of Edom.

Now it is important to see that none of these nations are in a covenant relationship with God.  They are all Gentiles like all of us.  But God is still judging them for the sins that they have committed.  There is NO ONE that can with stand the wrath of God on their own.  This reminds me of Revelations 6:15-17 during the 6th seal.  In this passage we see people trying to hid in the rocks and cave and they say to the mountains and rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from the face of him who is seated on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb, for the great day of their wrath has come, and who can stand?”  Well the truth is that outside of Christ no one can stand!  


In the 7th judgment oracle here we see God calling Judah out.  These people know the law, they are Jews, and they therefore will get a stricter punishment.  So here in these two verse’s God calls them out for not obeying his law and following lies that their fathers taught them.  Here we see that God has clearly revealed himself to the people of Judah and they have openly rejected him.  Look like anyone else you know?  We daily reject God even though we know the truth that he given us through his word.

Judgment of Israel:


From 2:6- 6:14 we see the judgment that God has for Israel.  I can only imagine the reaction to this judgment that Israel had.  Amos has just got done telling about how all the nations around them are going to perish and how even Judah is going to incur His wrath!  At this time Israel is probably thinking that this is for sure their time to start their rule of the World.  But then Amos turns to them and starts to call them out!  We see that he has saved the longest and greatest oracle for them.  In the other judgments God just briefly named sin, but here for Israel he begins to go deep with their sins.  In verses 6-8 of chapter 2 we see God punishing them for the sins of: 

1. Greed, when a person would sell another person into slavery because they unable to pay little debts. This sin was so consuming to the Israelites that in Matthew 18 Jesus actually address the issue in a parable.  These people were so consumed with themselves and what they wanted that they would not even offer a little forgiveness or help to their neighbors.  
2. Care for the poor, this is a prominent theme in the OT and people of Israel at this time are totally abusing the poor.  Verse 7 says, “those who trample the head of the poor into the dust of the earth.”  If you remember the book of Ruth this theme of helping the poor was something that eventually lead to Boaz and Ruth meeting.  This was something that was required in the Levitical law and the people should have known to help each other out.
With out going into depth with all of these specific sins I think we need to look at the root of it all and see how Amos is really just addressing one sin that is at the root of all of Israels problems.  That is Idols.  Out of all the nations Israel is charged with the biggest debt because they know exactly how God is.  In verses 9-12 we see that Israel has directly disobeyed the covenant that they have with God.  This is the God who has over and over again lead them away from disaster and brought them back to himself.  He has repeatedly told them to leave their little g gods and serve him alone.  But they continue to run away from him.  The reason for this is because they just want to serve themselves.  You see Israel has made the law, their works, themselves an idol.  An Idol is anything that we put above God and elevate to the place of God.  The thing about idols is that when we really get down to the root of any sin the problem and cause is idolatry.  We so want to be God that we are willing to say to him, ‘my way is better than your way and I don’t need your help.’ This is essentially what Israel has said to God.  They have failed to live out the law and in most cases they don’t even try.  So in verses 13-16 we see that as a result of their sin nothing but punishment is awaiting them.  Now while this prophesy is speaking of the Assyrians taking over Israel in 722 it is also speaking about how in the last judgment God will punish the sins of Israel and the world.  In verse 14 it says, “the strong shall not retain his strength, not shall the might save his life.”  It does not matter what you do for God or how great of a person you are!  We are all destined to encounter the wrath of God!

In 3:2 we see God telling Israel that just because they are his chosen nation they will not escape his judgment for their disobedience.  A good thing to note here is the fact that to those how have a greater knowledge of the truth, but yet still ignore it will incur more wrath and judgment for that disobedience.  Luke 12:48 says, “But the one who did not know, and did what deserved a beating, will receive a light beating. Everyone to whom much was given, of him much will be required, and from him to whom they entrusted much, they will demand the more.”  So when we know the truth and reject it we are held even more responsible.  On to the end of chapter 6 see continue to see God issuing these judgment oracles to Israel. 

On of my favorite oracle is in chapter 4:1 when he speaks of the ‘Cows of Bashan’.  Amos here is referring to rich women!  Now it would never be a good idea to call a woman a cow.  But here he is saying that while you now think that you are rich you will one day be judged! 

In 4:12 he says, “Therefore thus I will do to you, O Israel; because I will do this to you, prepare to meet your God, O Israel!”

Once we finally get to chapter 7 something interesting happens.  As Amos begins to see visions of God’s judgment he sees a vision of fire that devours the land.  But he asks God to relent and to not destroy the land in fire, and he does.  Here in the midst of God’s great wrath towards Israel he shows mercy at the prophet’s intercession.  Like Amos God does not desire to destroy the people.  But we know that he has constantly forgiven them over and over again.  So the picture that we see here is that in the first two visions God relents, but at the third he goes through with his judgment.  This shows that while God offers mercy he will one day have to punish his people for the sins that they commit.  

The vision of the plumb line


This is a beautiful picture that we see here of how God will judge his people.  A plumb line is a form of measurement that is used to determine if a wall is straight.  To use it you have a string with a weight tied to it that is let hang down.  When the string hangs it shows the true straight line.  This is what God is using to judge Israel.  His law is the plumb line and if they do not line up to it then the people will incur punishment.  The problem though with Israel is that they are so far off that Amos sees the illustration and realizes that he need not even ask for God to relent.   So we see that the people here are going to be judged for not being able to follow the law.  This is why God is punishing them to begin with.  But the problem we come to is that we are all in this situation.  We get so caught up in trying to live up to God’s law on our own that we forget that he has already lived the law for us.  You see while Amos is a book full of doom and wrath and bitter judgment it ends with a beautiful hope that we have in Jesus!

WE HAVE HOPE:


In chapter 9:11-15 we see that God has saved a remnant of the nations who are called by his name.  We see that he has done this through the life death and resurrection of Jesus.  In Romans 8:1-4 we see that while we are all condemned to death because of sin we also have forgiveness that is found in the life of Jesus.  While God demands righteousness we realize that we as sinful man will never be able to live up to that standard.  Just as the plumb line shows that we cannot live up to Gods standard, the law, we are given freedom through the life that Christ lived.  Because of the fact that he lived the law perfectly  


