
Intro: Dog chasing me at Alden Lake.

Background: 

· Amos is a Shepherd from Judah who has been called to preach against the nation of Israel and tell them of the coming judgment.
· He is not a prophet by vocation
· He is faithful to what God has called him to do
· Would you be willing to go into another nation and tell them this?
· This is a very prosperous time in Israel.
· Amos and Hosea are at the same time
· Israel is thinking that they are about to become world rulers
Need: 

· Just as the book of Hosea tells about the love of God and how he does not leave us the book of Amos address the sin that we are in.
· Exodus 34:6-8, ‘The Lord passed before him and proclaimed, “The Lord, the Lord, a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, keeping steadfast love for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, but who will by no means clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children and the children's children, to the third and the fourth generation.”’
· In Hosea we see God’s unrelenting love even though we cheat on him.
· But in Amos we see God’s wrathful judgment of our sin.
· These two go hand in hand
· Even though God is loving and merciful to not punish sin would be against his nature. 
· So here in Amos we see exactly how God feels about sin.
· We must realize that God’s standard, the law, is something that we as sinful men will never be able to reach.
· Through this book we will see how every person from every nation from all time will be punished for their sins. 
· So we desperately need someone to come and save us from this state that we are in and redeem us to right standing with God.
Judgment to the nations:

· We see 8 sets of judgment oracles in the book of Amos. The first 7 are directed at the nations around Israel including Judah.
· Judgment by fire is a theme in all of these oracles
· God is a consuming fire
· No man can withstand the fire of God
· God is going to judge the entire earth
· He cannot leave the guilty unpunished
· God judges the gentiles for the basic sins of humanity.
· 1:3
· 1:6
· 1:9
· 1:11
· 1:13
· 2:1
· These are not God’s chosen people but he is still punishing them.
· Revelations 6:15-17, “Fall on us and hide us from the face of him who is seated on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb, for the great day of their wrath has come, and who can stand?”
· The truth is that no one outside of Christ can stand!
· So Jew, Greek, slave, free will all be punished for sinning against God.
· In the 7th oracle we see God judging Judah according to the law.
· They receive a stricter punishment
· God has clearly revealed himself to them but they still rejected him
· Does this look like anyone you know?
· We daily reject God even though we know the truth that he has given us through his Word.
Judgment of Israel:

· Now God shifts his attention to the sins of Israel.
· They are rejoicing at what they have heard so far and then the attitude changes.
· God has saved the longest and most detailed judgment for Israel.
2:6-8

· Greed:
· Selling the poor into slavery, oppressing the poor because of their greed.
· Yes this was a prosperous time for Israel, but it was at the expense of others.
· Care for the poor:
· This is a prominent theme in the OT
· The rich have no care for the poor
· 2:7, “those who trample the head of the poor into the dust of the earth.”
· Required by the law to help the poor
· The real root of all of these sins however is Idolatry.
· Explain how idolatry is the root of all sin.
· We elevate ourselves to God.
2:9-12

· It seems that no matter what God does Israel continues to run from Him.
· God has told them to leave their little g god’s and follow him, but they won’t.
· They want to serve themselves.
· This goes back to idolatry.
· Now God has had enough and it is time for him to punish Israel for their disobedience.
2:13-16

· Nothing but punishment awaits Israel.
· This prophecy is speaking of Assyria conquering Israel in 722 and of God’s eventual judgment of the entire world.
· Vs 14, “the strong shall not retain his strength, not shall the might save his life.”
· It doesn’t matter what you do for God or how great of a person you are… we are all destined to encounter the wrath of God.
Truth: God’s perfect judgment demands punishment and all people are deserving of this wrath.

Ch 3-6

· 3:2 God tells the Israelites that because they are his chosen people they will incur more judgment for not following him.
· Luke 12:48 “But the one who did not know, and did what deserved a beating, will receive a light beating. Everyone to whom much was given, of him much will be required, and from him to whom they entrusted much, they will demand the more.”
· So when we know the truth and still reject it we are held even more responsible.
· 4:1 the cows of Bashan.
· Referring to the rich women
· Oppress the poor, crush the needy 
· These women are literally laying around yelling at their husbands!
· 4:12 Prepare to meet your maker!
Three visions (ch 7)

· In chapter 7 we see 3 different visions that Amos has about Israel’s punishment.
· In the first 2 Amos asks God to relent and he does.
· The second vision is of fire and by seeing God relent we see a picture of the love and mercy that he shows his people. 
· Like Amos God does not desire to destroy his people.
· But with the 3rd vision Amos knows he can’t even ask God to relent
· The plumb line
· Explain a plumb line
· God is using this to judge the people
· Amos knows that they are so far off that there is no hope for them to correct themselves
· So the people are judged by the way that they follow God’s law
· The problem is that we cannot live up to the law on our own.
· So while Amos is all about doom and wrath and bitter judgment it does not end with out hope!
Challenge: Rely only on what Christ on the cross as a payment for your punishment. 
Gospel:

· In the last part of chapter 9 we see that there is a hope of Israel and all people.
· Here we see that God has saved a remnant of the nations who are called by his name. 
· He has done this through the line of David, through Jesus.
· Romans 8:1-4
· While we are condemned to death in the flesh because of sin we can find forgiveness in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus!
· Though out Amos we see that God demand righteousness, but we are not able to live righteously.
· And because of that he punishes unrighteousness with death.
· Just as the plumb line shows that we cannot live up to God’s standard, the law, we are given freedom through the life that Christ lived. 
· He lived the law perfectly so that we don’t have to. 

