
Title: 
Turn! Turn! Turn!

Intro:
Basketball in middle school.  7th grade.  9th graders are so much bigger than 7th 
graders.  Our JV team.  This was when I was sitting the bench, and just wanted 
to look as good as I could.  Perfect socks.  Hairspray.  Wasn’t planning to play.  
Warm ups.  Make all the lay-ups.  Make all my shots.  Work up a little sweat, but 
not too much.  Just to make the other team think...why isn’t he in the starting 
line-
up?  We better watch out for him in the game!  Maybe he’s their secret 
weapon.  Well I remember getting into a JV game in 7th grade, because we were 
up by 40!  It was my time to shine.  I remember on a free throw, I reached up for 
the rebound.  Ripped it away from some monstrous, beasty 9th grader who was 
just starting to shave his mustache.  I dribbled it to mid-court and flew by 
everyone.  No one could catch up to me.  Then I put the lay up in and it felt so 
awesome!  And my hair didn’t move the whole time.  I didn’t even break a sweat.  
Everything was perfect.  I was the secret weapon!  Coach had to see my skills in 
that.  And then I heard the gym get quiet.  I looked back and my team was staring 
at me from the other side of the court.  The other team was laughing at me.  Our 
crowd was not cheering but they were stunned into silence, and the visiting 
crowd was clapping.  What happened?  The referee then looked down at me and 
said, “Son, you just scored on the other teams basket.”  No wonder I flew past 
them all.  No one was even chasing me!  I helped out the wrong team!

Need:
I don’t know what team you’re on.  But we’re not here for Team Jacob, Team 
Edward, or Team Bieber.  You can have bad taste and like those teams...that’s 
fine.  We’re praying for you as you lose cool points by the second.  But, we’re all 
here because we’re on Team Jesus!  But the problem is, some of yall are on 
team Jesus.  You’ve got on the uniform.  You’re looking just right.  You’ve got 
everything in place.  Other people may even be impressed with you.  You might 
even look like some secret weapon Christian, but you know that you’re scoring 
for the other team.  Team Satan is getting points up on his side of the score 
board because of the way you’re living your life and making your decisions.  
Tonight, I’m praying that you’ll start thinking about putting points back up on the 
board for Jesus and His Kingdom and not Satan and his evil layer.  That is 
exactly what Zechariah is telling God’s people, the Israelites.  

OT:
Zechariah 1:1


This is the plot, the setting, the audience, and the speaker.  


Zechariah was with Haggai during the time that only 50,000 Jews had returned to 
Jerusalem to rebuild the temple after the Persian King Darius allowed them to go 
back.  Remember Haggai was all about God’s people returning to rebuild the 
temple.  The temple in the OT primarily today refers to Jesus, then the church, 
and then the Christian.  And God rebuked His people for not making His temple 
THE priority in their lives.  It was more important than their own homes, jobs and 
careers, finances, food and drink, and clothing.  God wasn’t playing around! 

Zechariah was probably a very young prophet.  He was a contemporary of Haggai.  He humbly obeyed God by boldly addressing the people of God about their sin and offered them instruction on repentance.  Zechariah died for his obedience.  God’s own people probably ended up killing him for his boldness.  Jesus said in Matthew 22 that Zechariah was killed/martyred for his faith in between the temple and the altar.  Zechariah’s message was not popular, it was not easy, and it was not enjoyable.  This will well up murder in you one way or another.  You will either want to murder your sin, or you will continue to commit more sin that murdered Jesus.  Its your choice.

I’ve been thinking alot about this lately.  When I listen to God’s Word, do I judge it based on its truthfulness or based on the enjoyment of the person preaching it?  We are such an entertainment based culture that measures and judges God’s Word based on the preacher, the speaker, the teacher on their entertainment value, their emotion, their humor, or their ability to engage us.  And Satan loves that!  He just doesn’t want us to sit and think...”I just heard God’s Word.  What is God saying to me?  How do I need to change this week?  Today?  This second?”

Zechariah 1:2-6

Don’t follow the sinful footsteps of your family!  Listen to these verses about fathers and families that have lived life before us.  We’ve been walking and talking through the OT for 4 years now.  We’ve studied all of their sins.  We’ve studied Adam and Eve’s initial sin against God when they worshiped Satan.  We’ve studied Abraham pimping out his wife Sarah so that he wouldn’t die.  We’ve studied in Numbers where the people of God were having rampant sex in front of the temple of God when a priest of God.  We’ve studied David’s booty call with Bathsheba and murder of her unsuspecting husband.  Israel was a bunch of jacked up people with some serious sin. 

You might have some jacked up people in your family with serious sin as well.  Don’t follow the sinful footsteps of your family.  There is a very touchy subject that I want to be very careful with.  I don’t want to be misheard or misunderstood.  Some of you are following in their footsteps.  Some of you have parents who critique and complain about everything in the church...and you’re starting to become that way.  Some of you have family who are just not involved in worship, and so you’re not engaged when we’re singing to Jesus.  Some of you have family who rarely go to church...so this is your once a month visit.  I’m not downing them.  We need to show them the love of Jesus!  I’m just encouraging you not to become like them!  Love them.  Respect them.  Obey them!  Follow them and become like them in their Christ-like qualities!  But don’t follow in the sinful footsteps your fathers or your families.  Some of you have parents who look like Christians at church, but not at all at home.  Some of you have never seen your parents sitting with an open Bible or on their knees in personal prayer.  Don’t follow in their sinful footsteps.  We are a new generation, and we are being given the ball to run with.  Let’s run harder after Jesus than any other generation before us!  Let’s respect our family, but pursue Jesus in the most passionate way possible!

Zechariah 1:2-6.  Let’s read this passage again on how to do this.  How not to follow in the sinful footsteps of our fathers and family, but rather how to repent and return to a life that we live for the Lord Jesus.  

God says to RETURN TO HIM, and He will return to us!  The whole point of returning is not just getting rid of guilt or shame, but returning to the one we belong to.  God himself!  In what areas of your life do you need to return to God?  Some of you, I’ve seen you more passionate about Jesus.  I’ve seen you growing and worshiping.  I’ve seen you on fire for Jesus.  And you know what?  You were more happy then.  You were more at peace then.  You had more joy then.  You really enjoyed life more then than you do now.  Why don’t you return to God?  Some of you never have been with God but you still need to return.  How is that possible?  God made you for the glory of Jesus.  He designed you.  He made the call on your birth, your location, your life, your giftedness, your abilities, etc.  You exist because of God.  He made you for a purpose and He put you here.  The problem is, you’ve been born in sin and rebellion against Him.  Everyone has.  And you need to return to Him and become His child for the first time.  Salvation is coming to God through Jesus and starting an eternal relationship with Him that will not stop at death but it will be even more awesome after death because you’ll be personally WITH Him!  Returning to God is believing Him, following Him, and restoring your relationship with Him again.

RETURN FROM SIN.  This is repentance.  Repentance is something that everyone must do for salvation.  Most people think that salvation is just believing in Jesus.  Salvation also must include repentance (turning) from sin to Jesus.  That is why Jesus commands us to call on Him as the Lord of our life.   Our Lord is who we follow and obey.  We turn away from following and obeying sin, and we turn to following and obeying Jesus.  

Talk about Driscoll’s “7 Things Repentance Is Not”

Talk about my encounter with student who thought he was saved but he was not repentant.  “I still like girls, Chip”

Story: My nephew Josh who hid from his mom in the closet and she freaked out and could not find him.

Other Thoughts:


Repentance from Driscoll.


We must return to God by repenting of our sin and our righteousness.



We must repent of our sin.



We must repent of our self-righteousness.



The story of the Prodigal Son and Tim Keller


Me having to come back on canoe trip.


Josh hiding in the closet.


Military dad returning to son. 


Zechariah was martyred for his prophesying to the people of God “between the 
temple and the altar.”  Jesus was sacrificed and martyred as our Lord, as the 
Temple, and as the Altar. Jesus said in Matthew 22 that this Zechariah was 
martyred.  There were 27 other Biblical characters named Zechariah.


Every return and repentance we go through is never 100%.  We need more.


OT Prophets are all about our sin, judgement and hope.  We are sinners.  
Judgment is coming.  There is hope through Jesus.  So repent again and again 
since we sin again and again.  Our hearts are so sinful.  If we repented of some 
sin last week, our hearts have thought up new sins to commit this week.  That’s 
just how messed up we are!  You already have repented as people who have 
believed in the gospel for salvation, and now we must repent for the rest of our 
lives because we are saved for a fresh relationship with Jesus!  Salvation is not 
just believing in Jesus, but salvation is also and must include repenting of sin.  

Zechariah is all about returning, repenting, and remembering.

We return to God (repentance) because He will return to us (2nd coming).

We must repent to return.  

Book is more about salvation than judgment.

Chapter 1: Introduction and call to repentance

Chapter 8: Future restoration

Chapters 9 - 11: Jesus’ return and His rejection.  God’s return is Jesus’ first coming.  We’re looking forward to His second coming.  We’re about to go through a 4 month series on Jesus’ life through the Gospels called “Following Jesus” starting in December!

Chapters 12 - 14: Jesus’ return and His acceptance.

Zechariah 9:9-10 is recited in the Gospels many times about Jesus’ return.


