
Subject: CBSM weekly SS small group leaders email
Hey CBSM SS Small Group Leaders!

 
Everything you need for this Sunday to lead a life-application discussion for Christ is up on the blog (www.youthgrouptruth.com).  There you will find the sermon in written form, the mp3, my sermon notes, etc.  Those should be the big helpers for you.  Actually, the NUMERO UNO big helper for you is that you personally read the chapters for yourself!  God’s Word always trumps everything else.
 
The quick summary of the study: Following Jesus is our CBSM study through the NT Gospels.  We are not going through Matthew, then Mark, then Luke, then John.  But rather, we will mesh them all together and teach these teens the life of Christ by going through all 4 simultaneously and chronologically.  We’ve called this series following Jesus because we’ll move through HIs life like we’re following Him around and creeping on or stalking Him.  This series also has a Twitter theme.  Our students use Twitter like crazy, and Twitter is a huge mission field to where you have everyone’s attention.  People love to tweet their desires, dreams, thoughts, etc.  Jesus must be our desires, dreams, thoughts, etc.  So we Follow Jesus and share Him with others.
 

SMALL GROUP APPLICATION QUESTIONS:  


Out of all the super tacky Christmas nativity scenes that you saw, which one was the tackiest?  (Small group leaders, you can download and print off the power point of the Nativity Scenes from our blog at www.youthgrouptruth.com on the post of “In His birth” to show your group).  


It’s crazy how we have trivialized Christmas to make it into whatever we want or whatever will sell (ducks, Santa, spam, bacon, veggie tales, etc.).  How is it that teenagers today make Christmas into something it was never intended?  Or, what are teenagers today focusing on about Christmas rather than Jesus?


How cool is it to you that after 4 years of going through the Old Testament, God had it worked out this whole time for us to start the New Testament with Jesus’ birth at Christmas time?!


How is your understanding of the New Testament better now that we’ve been through the whole Old Testament?   For example, anticipation of the Messiah!  We’ve seen through the whole OT that God keeps promising and prophesying the coming of Christ, but the people keep waiting and running out of patience out of their sin.  We saw several pictures of men who were foreshadowing Jesus, but never were the real thing.  So we come to the birth of Jesus after all the anticipation from the Old Testament of the Savior, Messiah, King to come!


We have been studying so much about REPENTANCE lately from the Old Testament and especially in the Minor Prophets.  And now we’re taking a closer look at FAITH.  But repentance and faith must be a part of a persons life of salvation.  What are the distinct differences between the two?  Why must a Christian have both?  Why are they both necessary?  And why must there be faith to have repentance...and repentance to have faith?


Read John 1:1-5.  This passage is talking about the eternal pre-existence of Jesus.  God shows us that Jesus has always existed.  He never had a start.  He was already there before the beginning.  Why is this important?  Do you have many friends who think that Jesus was created by God or He started when He was born of Mary?  What if a friend asked you to prove that Jesus was the Eternal God?  How would you answer them?


We talked about the Hypostatic Union which means Jesus is fully God and fully man when He was born to Mary and forevermore.  How can Jesus be both fully God and fully man?  What are your major questions about that?  What questions have you heard other people have about that?  What’s the best way that you could describe it to a friend so that they understand He is 100% God and 100% man?


Here we go.  Our Christmas message this year was focussed on different responses of faith from Jesus’ birth.  We’ve heard about His birth thousands of time and it gets kind of common, routine, or normal to us.  But how should the understanding of Jesus’ birth change our lives?  What difference should it make?  How can we apply it to our lives to live more for Him?  Here are 5 different people involved in the birth narrative, and how they responded in faith from His birth and followed Jesus all the more...

Read Matthew 1:18-25.  Joseph was teenage guy from a very poor family, from a very small town, and he was betrothed (arranged) to be married to probably his hometown sweetheart: Mary.  Put yourself in Joseph’s shoes.  How would you have responded to the pregnancy news of Mary when she dropped that bomb of information on you?  What all thoughts would have been going on in your mind?  But how did Joseph respond in faith?  How was his faith response completely counter-cultural during that time?  What does it mean to be counter-cultural?  Is God calling us to be just completely different from the world (like the Amish), or is he just calling us to follow Jesus which will make us counter-cultural enough and different?  What are the 5 biggest ways you can think up as a small group that would make you counter-cultural in your world by the way you follow Jesus?


Read Matthew 2:1-2, 9-11.  How did the wise men respond in faith to the birth of Jesus?  (The pursued after Him).  Because of the birth of Jesus, how should you pursue a relationship with Him?  God sent Jesus to this earth to have a relationship with us.  Jesus came here and pursued a relationship with humanity.  What are the 5 top ways that you can think up as a small group that every Christian should be doing on a regular basis to pursue a growing relationship with Jesus?


Read Luke 1:26-38.  Mary was an average teenage girl.  Probably around 12-15 years old.  She had hopes, dreams, desires, and plans like every other teenage girl for a husband, children, family, home, and happiness.  God came to her and interrupted her plans with His plans.  Whose plans were better?  We don’t even know Mary’s plans!  It doesn’t matter.  God’s plans of her giving birth to His Son, and raising Him trumps all her plans...whatever they were.  Read verse 38 again.  What was Mary’s faith-response to Jesus’ coming birth?   How was she willing to serve God?  How was her “service” an inconvience to her?  How was her service ultimately a huge blessing?  How can you respond like Mary?  As a small group, come up with the top 5 ways to serve God through the Christmas season because Jesus has been born.


Read Luke 2:8-20.  Shepherds in this time with the scum of the earth.  They were the lowest of the low.  They were roughnecks, they stunk, they were making minimum wage (like some of you), they were often criminals, etc.  What significance is there that God included shepherds in the Christmas story?!  How did the shepherds respond in faith to the birth of Jesus?  Read verse 20 again.  After the shepherds left baby Jesus, and after they returned, they keep glorifying and praising God!  They responding in worship!  How’s your worship?  Worship is everything we do that glorifies God.  How’s your worship with the church?  How’s your worship away from the church?  How’s your worship at school?  How’s your worship at home?  What are the top 5 ways a teenager today needs to worship Jesus?  Come up with that as a small group.


Read Luke 2:22-35.  Simeon is rarely known in the Christmas story, but what an awesome testimony.  We do not know anything else about him in Scripture except for this passage.  How do we see Simeon responding in faith to Jesus’ birth.  Come up with your own answer as a small group.  How would you sum up his faith response, and how should you live it out as a teenager today?


So if someone asked you, “What difference does it make that Jesus was born of a virgin on this earth as a man?  Its not really all that life changing, is it?”  After this study, how would you answer them?
What prayer requests can you think of to pray for yourself, your small group, and CBSM specifically from this lesson as a whole?

 

Your SS small group should be centered around these three questions which your students should be able to answer from their reading, their attendance on Wednesday, and their previous knowledge of the passages.  I would encourage you to give EQUAL TIME to each of the questions!  So save time to talk much about Jesus and life application!  Or you can just go through the story and intermix Jesus and life application all the way through.  

 

Question 1: What is the story of the passages?  
 
Question 2: How do the passages point us to Christ?
 
Question 3: How do the passages apply to our lives?  
 

Yes, we need to ask these questions every Sunday because we want them to be thinking these three simple questions for every devotion, for every sermon, for every conversation, etc.  These are the big 3!  

 

Can you ask other questions?  Absolutely you can!  In fact, I would encourage you to think of some good application question that would apply specifically to your group.  These questions will be much different for the 7th grade girls than the 12th grade guys!

 

Here is a general outline of your class that I think would be very beneficial!
1. Listen: Let your class talk a few minutes and just listen to them, listen to their weekend, listen to their lives, listen to their week…listen to their hearts. 
2. Prayer: Ask for prayer requests before you start the discussion. 
3. Accountability: Ask your class if they did their Bible reading, how their prayer life went this week, who they’ve witnessed to, and about their relationship with Christ. 
4. Discussion: Ask the BIG 3 QUESTIONS along with other questions that sparked in your mind during your reading.  Don’t be afraid if they get off track a little.  Listen to where their minds and conversations are going, and try to take a wide facilitating turn back to the Word. 
5. Prayer: Ask for prayer requests again, but this time ask them to be specifically from what you’ve studied and discussed that morning.  Ask how yall can be praying for each other, and how yall can be praying for the student ministry through the passages.  And take time to pray together!
 

That should easily take up 45 to an hour.  If you have any questions…please let me know!  Feel free to refer back to this email often.  Let me know if you have any helpful suggestions for the rest of the teachers.  I’m also attaching a commentary on the book of Judges in case you need it for more answers!

 

Only by His grace,

Chip

www.youthgrouptruth.com

