
Intro:  Top 10 New Years Resolutions.

1. Spend less than $1825 at Starbucks this year.
2. Switch my username to password and my password to username to make it a lot harder for hackers to figure out.
3. Avoid fingertip bleeding this year by learning to play Rock Band instead of the real guitar.
4. Start washing my hands after I use the bathroom.
5. Quit walking off with other people’s pens.
6. I vow to squeeze the toothpaste tube from the end and not the middle...unless I’m trying to annoy my brother or sister.
7. Read something thing year...besides emails or texts.
Justin Holcomb and New Years Resolutions.

My thoughts on New Years Resolutions (Redeem - Spiritual Disciplines)


Many of you are here...


What we want to accomplish here tonight...


What we want to accomplish in 2012...


This passage sums it all up perfectly!

Luke 2:41-47


Jesus parents were devout Jews.  


Jerusalem was where the Temple was rebuilt. It was the capital city of Judah 
which had been torn down by the Babylonians and rebuilt by Nehemiah.  


The Feast of the Passover takes us back to Exodus.


When Jesus was 12 years old.  He had done this already around 12 times.  12 
years old was very significant because it was his last year of being a boy.  His 
father would mentor him hardcore this last year of his life (Keller).

They left him. Jesus had always been so compliant. Always did the right thing.  They didn’t even need to worry about him.  Did Jesus sin?  Was he disobedient?

Could have been 3 days or could have been 5 days.

They found Him in the Jerusalem temple with the teachers of the Law.  

Jesus could hang with them biblically, theologically, etc.  Studying the OT.

Jesus knew His Bible!  Jesus had to study His Bible as a human being.  How could Jesus be God but yet have to read and study His Bible?  Jesus veiled His deity with His humanity like a King wanting to live among His poor.

1.  Study the Scriptures!

Are you a morning, an afternoon, or a night person?


What should you read?  How should you read it?  How do you apply it?


Denny Burke reading schedule.


Read through the whole Bible with CBSM in 6 years.


Don’t give yourself any excuses for your lack of spiritual growth!

Luke 2:46-47

Jesus was among the best teachers, professors, and Biblical theologians in the world.  These were teachers and theologians who He didn’t even agree with because they didn’t believe He was the Christ.  In fact, these were probably many of the same Jewish leaders who were crying out “Crucify Him”, who had Him arrested, and who had Him executed.  How did Jesus handle them?  

HUMILITY - He listened and asked questions. (Don’t be like the Polar Express kid).  He did so to unbelievers, but also to spiritual mentors.

BOLDNESS - He understood and answered.

People were amazed.  They didn’t pity Him or hate Him. They were amazed!  Its easy to impress people for a day with your good stuff, but Jesus amazed them for 3 days!  

I don’t think He revealed to His listeners to who He truly was, but I think He knew who He was as well.

2.  Grow in your humility and boldness!

How to talk to adults and the educated about Jesus.

Luke 2:48-50

Jesus is not being a smart alec here.  Jesus is saying, if you really know who I am and if you really understand your Bible...then this should not surprise you.  Was it disobedient for Jesus to stay?  No!  They didn’t know he stayed.  He was being mentored by His Heavenly Father in Jerusalem!  

What was Mary and Joesph thinking?  Oh my gosh...we lost the Lord!  We misplaced the Messiah!  We forgot God!  

Leaving the kid behind at the gas station.

Have you left Jesus and forgot about Him?  We Jesus had read the OT.  He knew that the Temple was The Priority from Haggai over everything else.  Jesus said that He must be about His Father’s house or business.  Huge statement!  The Fathers house is the Temple which is now Jesus, the church, and the Christian.  The Father’s business is the gospel of the kingdom.  He’s saying that He is ultimately God’s Son, and not Mary or Joseph’s son.  You are ultimately God’s and not your parents.  God created you, they birthed you, you love them, and you serve God!

They didn’t understand because no one really referred to God as Father in the OT.

3.  Make God’s House your priority!
Luke 2:51

Luke the writer wanted to make sure his readers didn’t think Jesus had turned into a rebellious teenager.  Jesus knew the law from Exodus, Leviticus, and Deuteronomy.  He knew the 10 commandments said to honor your father and your mother.  Jesus honored His father and His mother because He honored God, His Heavenly Father.  He was perfect in this.  

4.  Submit to your parents.

Don’t wait for your parents to change.  You change!


Love your parents and obey them in so far as its not sin, wrong, or harmful.


Your parents should be amazed at your obedience to them.


Obeying your parents is practice for obeying your Heavenly Father.

Luke 2:52

This is fascinating, but Jesus did get smarter.  He understood more.  He studied more.  He applied His knowledge to His life which is wisdom.  He took what He learned and He lived it out.  He grew up.  He matured.  He got older.  This is the only Scripture that even speaks of Jesus from the ages of 13 - 29.  Jesus also grew in favor with God.  As He continued to obey, God continued to poor more favor out onto Him.  And He grew in favor with others.  Others liked him.  They wanted Him around.  He was invited to the parties.  But yet He remained sinless and remained perfectly righteous.

5.  Let Jesus be your wisdom and He grows in your favor.

