
Intro:  Creepers and Stalkers on Facebook and Twitter

Yall have a new opportunity today...and that is to creep and stalk people all you want.  We couldn’t do that when I was a teenager.  We didn’t know each other nearly as well.  We had to do things like...use the home phone when anyone could pick up and hear the conversation.  You could creep people in the yearbook, but that’s about it.  These days, you know each others every move.  You know where they’re going to be before you get there.  You see see pictures from vacation.  But remember, not just your friends see it...but anyone can!

Like creepers and stalkers, we’re following Jesus around through the gospels and watching Him, His life, and His every move.  We’re observing, we’re interested, we’re intrigued, we’re fascinated with our God-man, Lord, Messiah, Savior, Warrior, King!

Tweet:  Tonight I’m at chillin #CBSM worshiping and learning more about Jesus. Check it out at www.youthgroputruth.com
Need:
Tonight we are creeping on Jesus’ baptism.  


2 Perspectives on Baptism


A - You must be baptized to be saved (Catholic, Church of Christ, etc.)


B - Baptism is not really a big deal (Baptists)

Isaiah 40:1-3.  Isaiah (LEGIT series) was the prophet to Judah during the exile and promised God’s people that a prophet would come to prepare the way for the Lord.

Matthew 3:13-14.  John the Baptist was a for redneck coming straight out of the woods (Judean desert) wearing animal skins and eating off the wild he found in the woods.  This is a prophet for East Limestone!  Dude was a real man, calling people to repentance, and calling out the Jesus-less religious leaders of the day.  John’s whole ministry was to prepare people for the coming of Jesus.  We are to be just like John, pointing people to Jesus, and calling for repentance...even from the religious!  John’s baptism was a baptism of repentance.  It is different than the biblical/believers baptism today.  

Jesus came up on the scene as John was baptizing in the Jordan.  Notice the Old Testament link here...Jesus is stepping into the same river that we see God’s people crossing over into the Promise Land.  We don’t know for how long John was baptizing people.  John is saying...Jesus you’re way greater than me.  I can’t baptize you!  You’ve got to baptize me!  I’m the prophet, you’re God!  When we have this attitude that Jesus is actually better than us...it changes everything.  As teens, you’re often tempted to think you’re smarter than your teachers, better play-callers than your coaches, more right than your parents, etc.  That sin of selfishness can bleed over into your walk with Jesus and thinking...you’re better!  Let me ask you this...do you pray asking Jesus to reveal His will so that you can live your life for Him, or is the only time you pray is when you want something?  That’s saying you’re better!  Jesus, I’m better.  My way is better.  Bless me.  I’m not going to do what you want, but you must do what I want.

Matthew 3:15.  Did Jesus need to be baptized?  John’s baptism was a for a rebellious Jewish nation.  Was Jesus rebellious?  Did Jesus need to be cleansed of His sin?  Absolutely not!  Jesus was fulfilling all righteousness.  Jesus wasn’t just sinless, but He was also fully righteous.  He fully obeyed God’s law at every point.  Not only did He not break God’s law, but He also fully obeyed it.  We’ve become so “religious” that we think we’re living the best Christian life when we just don’t sin, but God is saying...the way you don’t sin is actually by obeying Him!  Its an active obedience!  Ladies, how many of you have ever dated a guy who wouldn’t talk to you or do all the right things for you?

Some people say that Jesus was just identifying with us and what we would have to go through.  No!  Jesus was doing 2 things:

A - He was reliving the life of God’s people people throughout the Old Testament.


1 - The Flood (Genesis 6 - 9, 2 Peter 3).  God judged the world with water, and 
only the righteous and his family survived (2 Peter 3).


2 - Crossing of the Red Sea (Exodus 15, 1 Corinthians 10).  God’s people 
crossed the Red Sea parted by God to their salvation from His judgment, but 
God poured out His judgment onto the Egyptians by collapsing the walls of water 
onto them.


3 - Jonah (Luke 12).  Just as Jonah was in the belly of the great fish for 3 days 
and 3 nights, so Jesus would be under the curse of death for 3 days and 3 
nights.  Jonah was experiencing the judgment of God for not going to Nineveh 
with the gospel.

B - He was identifying with His own coming death (Luke 12:50).

Matthew 3:16.  How Jesus was baptized.  Jesus came up out of the water.  To “baptize” (baptidzo in the Greek) literally means to be “immersed under water.”  How are we supposed to get baptized?  We are supposed to go under water!  Why?  

First, water is a sign of God’s judgment in Scripture.  

Second, we go under to symbolize that we believe that Jesus died for our sin.  

Third, we come up out of the water to symbolize that we believe Jesus came out of the grave and rose from the dead!  You can’t picture the gospel with a sprinkler!  


Kids played with sprinklers in the summer why...because they don’t have a pool!  
To get in the water is always better than to get sprinkled with water!  I literally 
don’t know where the Methodists get it from.  


And baptism is symbolizing your faith, so infants can’t be baptized because 
they aren’t believing the gospel yet!  I literally don’t know where the Catholics, 
Lutherans, and Presbyterians get it from.  

When Jesus was baptized, He was filled with the Holy Spirit in a new way.  He was already God, He was already the Son of God.  Some people think this is when God adopted the man Jesus of Nazareth to be His Son.  No, Jesus is eternally the Son of God.  But at this point is when God anointed Him with the Spirit to begin His 3 year ministry to absolutely rock the world with the gospel.  Remember, Jesus did not live His life on earth as God.  He was and is fully God, but He lived His life as one of us, a human being. Matthew 12 says that He lived and did His miracles by the power of the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit would fill certain Judges, Kings, Prophets, etc throughout the OT for huge ministry tasks.  This is the last Prophet-King-Judge to be anointed with the Spirit of God.  God is saying, everything was for Him and all else will be done through Him.  

Matthew 3:17.  Jesus is the Son of God.  God announced to the people that Jesus is God’s Son, and that for the first time ever...He is fully pleased in one Person, Jesus Christ.  I read a book one time that said God said this for Jesus’ self-esteem.  That every man needs a self-esteem boost from his daddy.  I do believe Jesus lived as a man, but I don’t think Jesus struggled with insecurity whatsoever!  God didn’t say this for Jesus...God said this for the people listening.  God was saying...He’s here!  The Messiah!  The Anointed One!  My Son!  Your Savior!  Your King!  Your God!  Right before your eyes.  After thousands of years of promises and prophecies...He’s here!  

Could you imagine being a son or daughter who has only been told about your dad?  And then he comes home from war...and you finally get to see him?  

1.  You gotta get saved.
2.  You gotta get baptized.
3.  You gotta join the church. (1 Cor 12:13)
Who needs baptism?

When do you need baptism?  Rebaptism?

Why do you get baptized?

Where do you get baptized?

How do you get baptized?

What if?  I’m scared of people?  Scared of water?  

You will not get saved if you’re baptized, but you may not be saved if you refuse to.

Those who are sick or death bed...

What if I need to get baptized?  The Process.  


