
Subject: CBSM weekly SS small group leaders email
Hey CBSM SS Small Group Leaders!

 
Everything you need for this Sunday to lead a life-application discussion for Christ is up on the blog (www.youthgrouptruth.com).  There you will find the sermon in written form, the mp3, my sermon notes, etc.  Those should be the big helpers for you.  Actually, the NUMERO UNO big helper for you is that you personally read the chapters for yourself!  God’s Word always trumps everything else.
 
The quick summary of the study: Following Jesus is our CBSM study through the NT Gospels.  We are not going through Matthew, then Mark, then Luke, then John.  But rather, we will mesh them all together and teach these teens the life of Christ by going through all 4 simultaneously and chronologically.  We’ve called this series following Jesus because we’ll move through HIs life like we’re following Him around and creeping on or stalking Him.  This series also has a Twitter theme.  Our students use Twitter like crazy, and Twitter is a huge mission field to where you have everyone’s attention.  People love to tweet their desires, dreams, thoughts, etc.  Jesus must be our desires, dreams, thoughts, etc.  So we Follow Jesus and share Him with others.
 

SMALL GROUP APPLICATION QUESTIONS:  


How many of you are creepers when it comes to Facebook or Twitter?  Go ahead...be honest.  How many of you know for a fact that you’ve had others creeping your profiles before?  How do you know if creepers are normally secrets?  If you could creep on anyone in the world, who would it be?  What’s the difference in a creeper and a stalker?  Ever had a for real stalker?


Like any good creeper or stalker, in this series we’re following Jesus around to watch His every move, Who He is, and how He lived His life on earth.  If you could have creeped or stalked any scene of Jesus’ life...what would it have been?


Since it is our Twitter series right now, go ahead and tweet or facebook something right now about being in your small group at CBSM.  Make up the best #CBSM tweet ever as a small group.


There are generally 2 extreme perspectives on baptism.  Some people (Catholics, Church of Christ) believe you have to be baptized to be saved...or you get baptized for your salvation.  Others believe that baptism really isn’t that big of a deal at all (many baptists).  Where do you think you would normally fall on that spectrum?  Do you have any “Christian” friends who would be either of those extremes?


Read Matthew 3:13-14.  John the Baptist totally understood the greatness of Jesus as He is greater than any other.  Pastor Chip asked you if you really believed Jesus was greater than you.  You can tell this by if you pray for God’s will to be done in your life, or if you pray for God to do as you will.  What did God teach you through that illustration?


Read Matthew 3:15.  Why was it that Jesus’ NEEDED to be baptized to fulfill all righteousness?  Was Jesus a sinner?  Was Jesus identifying with us?  How important is it that Jesus not only remains sinless, but also does everything that is right?  


In His baptism, was Jesus identifying with us?  No!  Jesus was identifying with His coming death and resurrection, but He was also identifying with and fulfilling the unrighteousness of Israel throughout the OT.  


Read Luke 12:50.  How was Jesus’ baptism identifying with His coming death and resurrection?


Read 1 Corinthians 10:4.  How was Jesus’ baptism identifying with OT Israel?  We talked about the flood, the crossing of the Red Sea, and Jonah.  How are each of those small pictures pointing God’s people forward to Jesus’ baptism?


Read Matthew 3:16.  How was Jesus baptized?  The original Greek word “Baptism” literally means “to be immersed under water.”  What does immersed mean?  What indicators in this verse tell us that Jesus went under water and came back out?  Why is it important to follow Jesus’ example and to picture the gospel in baptism?  Which seems to be most biblical: sprinkling or dunking?  Why?  Which seems to be most biblical: infant baptism or believers baptism?  Why?  


In Jesus’ baptism, we see the Trinity.  He is anointed with the Holy Spirit.  And God calls Jesus His Son.  Why are each of these unbelievably important to the life, person, and work of Jesus Christ?  


Right down on a piece of paper for your small group leader to know:


1 - Have you truly been saved?


2 - Have you been biblically baptized since you’ve been saved?


3 - Are you a member of a church?


The way to be saved is by repenting of your sin and believing the gospel.


The way to be baptized is by meeting with pastor Chip and setting it up.


The way to join Capshaw is to either be baptized or meet with Pastor Chip.
What prayer requests can you think of to pray for yourself, your small group, and CBSM specifically from this lesson as a whole?

 

Your SS small group should be centered around these three questions which your students should be able to answer from their reading, their attendance on Wednesday, and their previous knowledge of the passages.  I would encourage you to give EQUAL TIME to each of the questions!  So save time to talk much about Jesus and life application!  Or you can just go through the story and intermix Jesus and life application all the way through.  

 

Question 1: What is the story of the passages?  
 
Question 2: How do the passages point us to Christ?
 
Question 3: How do the passages apply to our lives?  
 

Yes, we need to ask these questions every Sunday because we want them to be thinking these three simple questions for every devotion, for every sermon, for every conversation, etc.  These are the big 3!  

 

Can you ask other questions?  Absolutely you can!  In fact, I would encourage you to think of some good application question that would apply specifically to your group.  These questions will be much different for the 7th grade girls than the 12th grade guys!

 

Here is a general outline of your class that I think would be very beneficial!
1. Listen: Let your class talk a few minutes and just listen to them, listen to their weekend, listen to their lives, listen to their week…listen to their hearts. 
2. Prayer: Ask for prayer requests before you start the discussion. 
3. Accountability: Ask your class if they did their Bible reading, how their prayer life went this week, who they’ve witnessed to, and about their relationship with Christ. 
4. Discussion: Ask the BIG 3 QUESTIONS along with other questions that sparked in your mind during your reading.  Don’t be afraid if they get off track a little.  Listen to where their minds and conversations are going, and try to take a wide facilitating turn back to the Word. 
5. Prayer: Ask for prayer requests again, but this time ask them to be specifically from what you’ve studied and discussed that morning.  Ask how yall can be praying for each other, and how yall can be praying for the student ministry through the passages.  And take time to pray together!
 

That should easily take up 45 to an hour.  If you have any questions…please let me know!  Feel free to refer back to this email often.  Let me know if you have any helpful suggestions for the rest of the teachers.  I’m also attaching a commentary on the book of Judges in case you need it for more answers!

 

Only by His grace,

Chip

www.youthgrouptruth.com

